Violence Against Women in Politics on Twitter

® Genderedtowards Individua

A Micro-Analysis

Gendered negativity attacks a person's gender identity to make the victim feel inferior. These attacks
reenforcing gender norms and patriarchal ideologies. Women in politics, especially those who hold
positions of high visibility, face a significant amount of gendered negativity compared to their male

counterparts. Gendered negativity against women in politics can discourage women from pursue
public office and other leadership positions.

How was the study conducted?

Manually scrapped tweets by federal ministers that
referenced women in politics. Manually scrapped the
replies of the tweets. Coded the replies of the original
tweet for gendered remarks to understand gendered

attacks women in cabinet recelve.

Nature of Replies

For more information on gendered attacks toward women
In politics on social media:

https://theconversation.com/green-with-rage-women-
climate-change-leaders-face-online-attacks-123155

Green with rage: Women climate change
leaders face online attacks

N

| wish this was true for women on twitter, especially those
of us in politics, but it's just not. | don't follow toxic people
or retweet them and engage with lots of great people. But
there is no escaping the toxicity. Just like at my replies.
Same for so many other women.

Catherine McKenna & &
@cathmckenna

#) John Ibbitson @ @Johnlbbitson - Sep 3, 2018

1/2 A lot of people on Twitter complain of its toxicity. | don’t find it toxic at all.
One solution is not to follow toxic people, or people who retweet toxic people.
Another is to refuse to get into arguments on Twitter. Ever. With anyone. Period.

6:38 AM - Sep 5, 2018 -

315 Retweets

1.9K Likes

450 replies on the original tweet
163 replied were removed
131 replies contained gendered attacks

Diminishing

Name Calling

Transphobic/Homophobic

References to Men/Children

Silencing

Racist

Infantilizing

Feminist Deniers/MenToo

Physical appearance

Weak/Victim-blaming

Incompetence/stupidity

Frequncy of Gendered Remarks in Tweets

* 276 total gendered
and/or sexist remarks
in 131 replies
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