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Learning objectives 

•  Understand the current state of large scale 
book digitization initiatives such as Google 
Books, HathiTrust, and more 

•  Determine opportunities and challenges to 
including this content in your library 
collections 



Large scale ebook collections 
1971: Project Gutenberg 

1996: Internet Archive 

2004: Google Print / Books 
2006: Open Library 

2008: HathiTrust 

2013: Digital Public Library of America 



Google Books 



Google Play 



"[T]he massive scale of library digitization 
enterprises, along with the high costs of 
digital preservation, demand a web-scale 
collaborative solution for ensuring long-term 
access to the digital output and a new vision 
for a collective collection.” (Christenson, 
2011) 



HathiTrust 



HathiTrust 

 
In copyright or undetermined     70% 
Public domain or open access     30% 

 Public domain worldwide    19%* 
 Public domain in the US    10% 
 Open Access      1% ** 

 
* Of which approximately 4% are US federal gov’t documents 
* * Approximately 10,000 volumes (including Creative Commons-
licensed) 
 
http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use 
http://www.hathitrust.org/documents/HathiTrust-Overview-Handout.pdf 



HathiTrust: Visualizations 
 
Call Numbers - Public Domain 
http://www.hathitrust.org/visualizations_callnumbers_pd 

Languages - Public Domain 
http://www.hathitrust.org/visualizations_languages_pd 

Dates - Public Domain 
http://www.hathitrust.org/visualizations_dates_pd 

 
http://www.hathitrust.org/statistics_visualizations 



HathiTrust: Visualizations 



Challenges 

Copyright / 
lawsuits 

Orphan 
works 

Metadata Language 

Quality Search 



Open access ebook initiatives 

•  OAPEN Library 
http://www.oapen.org/ 
 
•  DOAB 
http://www.doabooks.org/ 
 
•  Unglue.it 
https://unglue.it/ 
 



Collection Development 

 
 
How can you get this ebook content into your 

library collections? 



Conclusions 

 
"The large-scale digitization of books [...] is 

generating extraordinary collections of 
intellectual content that are transforming 
teaching and scholarship at all levels of the 
educational enterprise". (Conway, 2010) 

 
http://books.google.com/ngrams/ 
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