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Abstract

Assessing the value of a power plant is an important issue for plant owners and prospective buyers.

In a deregulated market, an owner has the option to operate the plant when the revenue from

selling the electricity is higher than the cost of operating the plant. This option is known as the

spark spread option. Under emission restrictions, when the carbon cost is deducted from the spark

spread, the option is named as the clean spark spread option. This thesis presents an analysis on

the spark spread and clean spark spread option based valuation methods for a power plant with

multiple gas turbines having different input–output characteristics, emission rates, and capacities.

Electricity, natural gas and carbon allowance prices are assumed to follow mean–reverting processes.

Results demonstrate that CO2 allowance cost reduces the expected plant value, while the flexibility

of switching among turbines adds value to the power plant.

Weather also affects the power plant operation. This thesis also presents a valuation model

for a power plant integrating spark spread and weather options. A cooler winter drawing more

electricity could generate a higher payoff for the plant owner. A warmer winter, however, could

lead to a lower payoff. An owner holding a long position in a temperature–based put option could

exercise the option when the winter is milder. The exercise is triggered by the drop of heating

degree days below a strike degree day. The number of weather contracts to buy is determined by

minimizing the variance of the total payoff. Pricing of the weather option is calculated based on the

mean–reverting behavior of temperature. Results demonstrate that the integrating weather option

along with spark spread option adds value to the downward spark spread option based valuation

of the plant in a warmer winter.

A comparison of temperature modeling approaches with an aim to pricing weather option is

also investigated. Regime–switching models generated from a combination of different underlying

processes are utilized to determine the expected heating and cooling degree days. Weather option

prices are then calculated based on a range of strike heating degree days.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 The valuation of a power plant

Electricity is an essential commodity in our daily life. Electricity generation in the world is expected

to grow more than 90% from 20.2 trillion kilowatthour (TkWh) in 2010 to 39.0 TkWh in 2040 (EIA

2013). The escalation of electricity demand is stimulated by a combination of growing population,

economic growth and increasing use of electrical appliances.

A power plant produces electricity by converting either fossil fuels (e.g., coal, petroleum and

natural gas), nuclear energy, or natural sources of energy (e.g., water, wind and solar radiation) and

sells electricity in markets. A natural gas–fired power plant burns natural gas to produce electricity

and bears price risks from both purchasing natural gas and selling electricity. Until the 1990s, most

power plants had been state–owned and allowed to earn a return above the cost of generation,

transmission, and distribution. Deregulation, in many countries, restructured the monopolistic

electricity market and has brought competition and price uncertainties for power plant owners. In

a competitive electricity market, it is important to know the value of a power plant.

Valuation is the process of estimating the market–value of an asset. The market–value is the

price at which an asset can be traded in a competitive setting. An appraisal of the market–

value of a power plant is a crucial aspect in the electric power industry. Such an assessment or

valuation renders a reference point for prospective owners, buyers and sellers and reduces the risk

of overpaying or underselling (Wang and Min 2013). Moreover, to mitigate the financial risk, the

power plant owner/operator has to evaluate the value of the plant, know the status and decide

whether to run or shut down the plant or whether to switch the operating mode of the plant (Deng

and Oren 2006). However, this value may not always necessarily reflect the theoretically optimal

operations of the power plant, rather might refer to a usual mode of operations used by practitioners

in such utilities (Wang and Min 2013).
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1.2 Research motivation

Buying and selling of a power plant is a frequent phenomenon in a deregulated competitive elec-

tricity market. The bankruptcy of two energy companies, Enron in 2001 and Calpine Corporation

in 2005, results in numerous power plant sales and purchases (Wang and Min 2013). As the world

wide electricity demand is expected to increase, buying and selling of power plants are also expected

to be more frequent in the future. The value of a power plant indicates how well it performs in an

uncertain competitive market. Therefore, assessing a fair value of a power plant is highly desirable

by power plant owners, buyers and sellers. The work contained in this thesis is motivated by the

following aspects.

Firstly, a power plant can possess one or multiple power generating units. According to the

US Energy Information Administration, there are approximately 19, 000 individual generators at

around 7, 000 power plants in the US (EIA 2015). Studies in the literature (Gardner and Zhuang

2000; Heydari and Siddiqui 2010; Wang and Min 2013) consider power plants with a single turbine

operating at a constant heat rate. Moreover, recent restrictions on CO2 emissions have forced

power plant operators to include emission costs in valuing power plants. Four Canadian provinces,

for example, Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, and British Columbia, along with seven U.S. states have

initiated Western Climate Initiative (WCI) in order to implement a cap-and-trade scheme from

January, 2012. The initial aim is to reduce emission by 15% by 2020 from the emission level of 2005

(Mnif and Davison 2011). Since 2013, power generators in many countries in Europe must purchase

carbon allowances for their CO2 emissions (Heydari and Siddiqui 2010; Abadie 2015). It would be

an inquisitive study to analyze the value of a natural gas–fired power plant with multiple turbines,

each of them having different power generation capacities, different input–output characteristics,

and emission rates in the presence and absence of stochastic carbon emission prices.

Secondly, a power plant is a weather sensitive industry. Whims of weather affect the profitability

of such utilities. A gas turbine usually performs better in a cooler environment. As the environment

temperature increases, the power output from a gas turbine tends to drop (Sa and Zubaidy 2011).

Moreover, during a cold winter day, an increased heating requirement would induce an increased

power generation from the power plant, which in turn, could produce a higher payoff. However,

if the winter is mild, a lower heating requirement would tend to decrease the payoff. Through

weather derivatives, a power plant can transfer its weather related uncertainties to a financial firm

willing to absorb the risk. This risk is contingent on a predetermined underlying weather variable,

for example, heating (cooling) degree days, HDD (CDD) measured by summing up temperature

degrees below (above) a base temperature, usually 18◦C over a contract period. An interesting

research topic would be to investigate how the value of a power plant is affected by an integration
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of weather option into the spark spread option.

Thirdly, in order to integrate weather option into a spark spread option based valuation model,

the pricing of weather option itself is an important issue. This thesis also analyzes temperature

dynamics with an aim to pricing the temperature–based weather option.

1.3 Research objectives

Against the backdrop of the research motivation, the aim of this thesis is to assess the value of a

natural gas–fired power plant with multiple turbines utilizing carbon emission allowance price and

weather derivatives. The main objectives of the research are:

• to examine how operational flexibility of having multiple turbines affects the value of a natural

gas–fired power plant in presence and absence of carbon allowance prices.

• to determine the value of a power plant integrating spark spread and weather options.

• to model the stochastic behavior of temperature with an aim to the valuation of temperature–

based weather option.

1.4 Research contributions

This thesis is expected to add values to the current valuation models of power plants, at least, in

three aspects:

• While the valuation models in the existing literature assume a power plant with a single

operating turbine which has a constant average heat rate, this study assesses the value of

a natural gas–fired power plant with the operational flexibility of having multiple turbines

with different heat rates, emission rates and generation capacities in presence and absence of

carbon emission restriction. Results demonstrate that the CO2 allowance cost reduces the

expected plant value, while the operational flexibility of switching among turbines in response

to price movements adds value to the power plant. Sensitivity analyses on the parameters

of electricity, gas and carbon price processes are also presented. A comparison between the

effect of modeling CO2 prices as a mean–reverting and a geometric Brownian motion shows

that the expected value of the power plant is higher when CO2 prices are assumed to follow a

geometric Brownian motion in comparison to the expected value when CO2 prices are modeled

as a mean–reverting process. The reason is that the volatility of a geometric Brownian motion

grows infinitely while the volatility of a mean–reverting process is bounded and decays in the

long run to a value proportional to the ratio of the variance and the speed of mean reversion.

3



• The research also investigates the integration of the effect of weather, particularly temper-

ature, into the spark spread option based valuation model. The approach is the first of a

kind of research. The study examines the value of the power plant as the operator takes a

long position in the temperature–based weather put option and exercises the option in the

course of a warmer winter when the spark spread option value drops. Results demonstrate

that the expected value of the power plant based on the spark spread option is higher in a

cooler winter than that of a warmer winter. However, exercising the weather put option in a

warmer winter could add values to the power plant when the expected value from the spark

spread option tends to drop. Sensitivity tests with respect to the changes in volatilities and

the correlation coefficients are also presented.

• In integrating weather option into the valuation model, pricing of weather option is also im-

portant. What price (premium) should be paid to buy or sell a HDD call or put option is

a crucial decision. The research examines temperature dynamics for valuing weather option.

No one in the literature uses regime–switching models for modeling the temperature dynam-

ics. This thesis examines regime–switching models based on lattice approaches to capture

temperature dynamics with an application to the valuation of weather options. The goal of

all these approaches is to model the behavior of the expected HDD and CDD in order to

calculate the option prices for monthly and seasonal weather contracts.

1.5 Organization of the thesis

The rest of the thesis is organized as follows. Chapter 2 discusses the literature on the valuation of

power plants. Discretization of the price processes and lattice approaches are presented in Chapter

3. Chapter 4 details the valuation of a natural gas–fired power plant with multiple turbines in

presence and absence of carbon allowance price. Integration of spark spread and weather options in

valuing a power plant is discussed in Chapter 5. Pricing of weather option is presented in Chapter

6. Chapter 7 summarizes the contributions of this thesis and outlines future work.
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Chapter 2

Literature Review

This chapter reviews the existing literature on the valuation approaches and discusses the research

gaps. The literature review is more focused on the valuation of gas–fired power plants rather than

covering a wide variety of power plants. Natural gas is a cleaner source for electricity generation

with lower emissions and lesser impact on the environment in comparison to other fossil fuels like

petroleum and coal. The global consumption of natural gas for power generation is expected to

increase from 33% in 2007 to 36% in 2035 (EIA 2010). Moreover, gas turbine operated power

plants offer competitive advantages over other types of power plants, for example, steam turbines,

in terms of capital cost, heat rate, operation and maintenance costs, availability and reliability, and

time for planning (Boyce 2006).

2.1 Valuation approaches

Approaches in valuing power plants can grossly be viewed in two perspectives. One is to view a

power plant as a physical asset and the owner has options to operate according to spark spread

options. A power plant owner in a deregulated electricity market is free to operate the plant. In

the literature, such a power plant is mentioned as a ‘merchant’ power plant (Wang and Min 2013).

Another way is to consider a power plant from the viewpoint of a financial asset. That is, one

may virtually own a power plant as a tolling agreement under which a buyer pays the fuel price

and owns the power generated by the plant. Various versions of such agreements may exist. Such a

power plant, in the literature, is referred to as a ‘synthetic’ power plant (Li and Kleindorfer 2009).

2.2 Spark spread option

A spread is a difference between the prices of two commodities. Spreads are important structures in

power plants, refineries, storage facilities, and transmission lines. A call option on spread is similar
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to a call option on futures, except that the underlying security is the spread instead of a futures

contract. Common types of spreads are (Eydeland and Wolyniec 2003):

• Quality spread: The price difference between different grades of crude oils, e.g., sweet versus

sour crude oil spread.

• Geographic spread: The price difference between two particular locations, e.g., Sonat versus

Henry Hub spread.

• Calendar spread: The price difference between different expirations, e.g., June 2008 versus

November 2008 futures prices.

• Cross-commodity spread: The price difference between two commodities. For example, crack

spread is the price difference between refined products and crude oil, and spark spread is the

price difference between electricity and its primary fuel.

The advantage of spread options is that they capture the price uncertainties of both sides (input

and output). The valuation of spread options differs from the valuation of other types of options

in three ways: (i) instead of a single asset, the behavior of spread options depends on the behavior

of two underlying commodities; (ii) the value of the spread option could be negative which is not

allowed in other types of options; and (iii) the valuation of a spread depends on the covariance

between the price changes of the two commodities (Shimko 1994).

Spark spread is the most useful and prevalent options for gas–fired power plants. It can be

expressed as: (Pe−H×Pn), where Pe is the price of electricity per MWh, Pn is the price of natural

gas per MMBtu used to produce the power, and H is the average heat rate in MMBtu/MWh. H is

the number of million British Thermal units (MMBtu) required to generate 1 MWh of electricity.

The spark spread ties together the price movements of both natural gas and electricity. The payoff

of the spark spread option is given by max(0, Pe −H ×Pn). This payoff resembles an option, since

the firm has the option of not producing the electricity, when the option does not yield a positive

value. A spark spread call option gives the right, not obligation, to generate electricity by burning

fuel during the lifetime of the power plant. Considering the operational and maintenance cost, v,

per MWh of the plant, the spark spread option, π, can be expressed as:

π = max(0, Pe −H × Pn − v). (2.1)
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2.3 The valuation based on spark spread option

As stated in Section 2.1, for a ‘synthetic’ power plant, a buyer pays the fuel cost and owns the

electricity generated by the power plant. The value of the spark spread option for such a plant is

usually priced in the light of Margrabe (1978) analysis of exchange option and the overall value of

the plant is calculated as a sum of these individual spark spread options over the valuation period.

Studies by Deng et al. (2001), Näsäkkälä and Fleten (2005) and Fleten and Näsäkkälä (2009) fall

into this category. While Deng et al. (2001) use separate price processes for electricity and gas,

Näsäkkälä and Fleten (2005) model the spark spread itself as a single price process. Deng et al.

(2001) propose an analytical method with separate price processes for electricity and natural gas

and show that the real options approach provides a plant value closer to the actual market price than

that provided by the traditional discounted cash flow (DCF) approach. Two cases are considered:

both gas and electricity futures prices follow geometric Brownian motions; both the prices follow

mean–reverting processes. Their results show that the geometric Brownian motion, compared to

a mean–reverting process assumption, overvalues the spark spread call options. Näsäkkälä and

Fleten (2005) assume a two–factor model based on Schwartz and Smith (2000) approach, in which

the spark spread is the sum of short–term (1 month) and long–term (1 year) forward spark spread

prices. The short–term log price is assumed to follow a mean–reverting process and the long–term

log price is assumed to follow an arithmetic Brownian motion. They value both the base load and

peak load plant investments. Fleten and Näsäkkälä (2009) use the same methodology to analyze

operational flexibilities and the opportunity to abandon the capital equipment in gas–fired power

plants.

On the other hand, studies by Gardner and Zhuang (2000), Tseng and Barz (2002), Tseng and

Lin (2007), Heydari and Siddiqui (2010), and Wang and Min (2013) use the real options merchant

power plant approach. They price the spark spread option by deducting the fuel price directly from

the electricity price. A positive spark spread implies that the electricity generation is potentially

profitable. Therefore, operating a merchant power plant can be viewed as a series of spark spread

options. It also implies operational flexibilities of operating and shutting down the power plant

depending on the profitability. Quick start up and shut down characteristics of gas turbines make

them suitable for such operations of power plants. Since owning a ‘merchant’ power plant is like

owning a series of spark spread options, the value of a power plant can be estimated as a sum of

spark spread options over a planning period (Heydari and Siddiqui 2010; Wang and Min 2013).

Gardner and Zhuang (2000) utilize a lattice approach to value a power plant based on spark spread

options over a short period of time horizon of five days. They incorporate the minimum on–and–off

times, ramp times, and the minimum dispatch levels for a total of eight different cases. Tseng
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and Lin (2007) propose a lattice framework to value a power plant for two correlated electricity

and fuel price processes, in which the correlation coefficient should be less than 0.67. Tseng and

Barz (2002) utilizes the Monte Carlo (MC) simulation with a dynamic programming approach for a

short–term valuation of a gas–fired power plant. They incorporate variable heat inputs in the cost

function and assume both the prices of electricity and gas follow mean–reverting processes. The

valuation period is 168 hours (one week). A comparison of spark spread options based valuation

under different price processes is studied by Heydari and Siddiqui (2010). Their study uses the UK

electricity and natural gas daily spot prices. Regime–switching approaches and mean–reverting

approaches with stochastic volatility are compared with the ordinary linear models. They also

consider operational flexibility of the plant. Cassano and Sick (2013) analyze optimal operating

policies for a power plant based on the market heat rate, which is the ratio of prices between the

electricity and the natural gas. The plant is said to be ‘out of the money’, if the market heat rate

is below the plant’s operational heat rate. The value of the plant is obtained by multiplying the

market heat rate by the natural gas price forward curve. However, environmental regulations on the

emission from a power plant pose an impact on the value of a power plant. Moreover, restrictions

on CO2 emissions have forced power plant operators to include emission costs in valuing power

plants (Heydari and Siddiqui 2010). Table 2.1 summarizes the valuation approaches found in the

existing literature.

2.4 The carbon emission market

The success of the US Acid Rain program designed to control sulfur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen

oxides (NOx) inspired to launch carbon cap–and–trade system. The Acid Rain program is a market

based mechanism initiated by the US Environment Protection Agency in order to reduce the causes

of acid rain – SO2 and NOx. Carbon cap–and–trade is also a market based mechanism to control

carbon emissions. An authority running the cap–and–trade system imposes a cap or limit on the

emission and allows firms to trade emission permits among them. It is considered as a promising

mechanism to reduce carbon emissions (Carmona and Hinz 2011). In Europe, under a cap–and–

trade carbon trading scheme, one emission certificate, also known as European Union Allowance

(EUA), allows for emission of one tonne of CO2 (Seifert et al. 2008). Companies can buy or sell

such certificates and decide on their amount of CO2 released into the atmosphere. The right to

produce a particular amount of CO2 has now become a tradable commodity. A company with

lower carbon emissions can benefit from selling its allowances to higher carbon emitting companies

(Benz and Trück 2009). According to InterContinentalExchange (ICE) Inc., during the period of

from 2007 to 2010, the emission index varied from 8.50 to over 30 Euro per tonne of CO2. Four

8



Table 2.1: A review of literature on the valuation of natural gas–fired power plants

Financial options theory approach: viewing as a synthetic power plant

Author(s) Objective/Description Solution approach

Hsu (1998) Value spark spread options in the spirit A single period problem

of Black–Scholes type formula on futures contracts.

Deng et al. (2001) Spark spread options are prices MC simulation

based on Margrabe (1978) type formula.

Näsäkkälä and Fleten (2005) Investment flexibility between base and peak load. Analytical approach

Spark spread is directly modeled to follow the price

process of Schwartz and Smith (2000).

Fleten and Näsäkkälä (2009) Investment analysis of power plant. Analytical approach

Real options approach: viewing as a merchant power plant

Gardner and Zhuang (2000) Spark spread options based short term valuation Lattice approach with

with on–and–off constraints. Pe follows MR and backward dynamic

fuel price is assumed constant. programming

Tseng and Barz (2002) Spark spread options based short term valuation MC simulation

with operational constraints.

Tseng and Lin (2007) Both Pe and Pn follow MR. Lattice appraoch

Abadie and Chamorro (2008a) Valuing investment flexibility either Lattice appraoch

in a NGCC or an IGCC power plant.

Heydari and Siddiqui (2010) A comparison on spark spread option based MC simulation

valuation with different processes for Pe and Pn.

Cassano and Sick (2013) Spark spread option based valuation MC simulation

using the market heat rate.

Wang and Min (2013) Spark spread option based valuation MC simulation

with forced outage. Both Pe and Pn follow MR.

Abadie (2015) Clean dark and spark spread options based valuation. MC simulation

Pe, fuel and carbon prices are modeled as GBM.

MC: Monte Carlo simulation; MR: Mean–reverting process; NGCC: Natural gas combined cycle; IGCC: Integrated

gasification combined cycle run on coal or gas; GBM: Geometric Brownian motion.

Canadian provinces, Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, and British Columbia, together with seven U.S.

states have established the WCI in order to implement a cap and trade scheme from January, 2012.

The initial objective is to reduce emission by 15% by 2020 from the emission level of 2005 (Mnif

and Davison 2011).

Another carbon emission reducing policy is to impose carbon tax. While under the carbon

tax policy, the cost of power generation by a power plant is increased by a fixed amount, under

the carbon trading system, the cost of generation is varied according to market conditions. Green

(2008) finds that a carbon tax policy in lieu of carbon trading would increase the uncertainty in

the annual profit of gas–fired power plant by 40% and would decrease the standard deviation of

nuclear power plant’s annual profit by almost 40%.

In modeling carbon allowance prices, Seifert et al. (2008) assume that the uncertainty in emission

price dynamics is driven by a standard Brownian process. Benz and Trück (2009) analyze the log
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return of carbon spot prices from January, 2005 to December 2006 as a Markov regime–switching

model with two regimes (base and spike regimes). While Chesney and Taschini (2012) model the

price dynamics as a geometric Brownian motion, Huang (2010) assumes that the process follows

either an arithmetic Brownian or a mean reverting motion.

2.5 The valuation based on clean spark spread option

Recently stricter environmental rules on CO2 emissions force power plant operators to buy carbon

allowances from carbon markets. Power plants covered by an Energy Trading System (ETS) have to

consider the cost of carbon dioxide emission allowances (Heydari and Siddiqui 2010). Since 2013,

power generators in the most countries in the European Union (EU) must purchase all of their

carbon allowances for their carbon emissions (Abadie 2015). The spark spread after deducting the

carbon price from it is known as the clean spark spread (CSS). If Pc is the cost of carbon emission

per ton of CO2 (tCO2) and R is the emission rate in tCO2/MWh, the CSS options are calculated

as: max(0, Pe −H × Pn −RPc − v).

In case of a coal power plant, Abadie and Chamorro (2008b) estimate the option value of whether

to install a carbon capture and storage facility for the power plant or to purchase carbon allowance.

They assume that the carbon prices follow a geometric Brownian motion. Their analysis shows that

the investment for the carbon capture and storage is not justified from a financial point of view.

Abadie (2015) addresses the valuation of coal–fired and natural gas–fired power plants considering

emission costs due to coal and gas, respectively. The price processes are modeled as particular

forms of geometric Brownian motion along with seasonalities. Two scenarios are considered and

compared. One is to operate the plant without flexibility, that is, irrespective or independent of

the value of the spread at each given time; and the another scenario is to operate the plant in a

‘cycling’ mode with flexibility when the value of the spread is positive.

2.6 Weather derivatives

Weather affects daily lives and influences the volume of sales and transactions in everyday trading

and business. According to a report of the US Department of Commerce, 70% of American compa-

nies and as much as 22% of the American gross domestic product (GDP) are sensitive to weather

(Ku 2001). The snowfalls in the UK in December 2010 caused a loss of millions to the British

Airports Authority (BAA), the operator of five British airports including Heathrow airport, when

it was closed for four days (Thornton 2011). The warm weather during the winter of 2006 in the

northeastern part of the USA prompted a drastic decline in the demand for winter clothes, such
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as sweaters and coats (Chen and Yano 2010). These examples are a few among many instances

of adverse weather effects that continuously pose huge financial risks to all kinds of businesses.

To hedge such weather related financial risks, a financial instrument called weather derivative is

introduced in the financial market in the form of: futures, options on futures or swaps, based on

underlying weather variables, such as temperature, rainfall, and snowfall. Through weather deriva-

tives, a business organization can transfer its weather related risks to someone, who is willing to

absorb the risk, contingent on a predetermined value or index of the underlying weather variables.

According to a Weather Risk Management Association (WRMA 2003) report, more than 90% of

weather derivatives are temperature–based. Degree–days indices, e.g., heating degree days (HDD)

or cooling degree days (CDD), are considered as the underlying assets of the temperature–based

weather derivatives.

Weather derivatives differ from standard financial derivatives in several aspects. Firstly, the

underlying asset (e.g., Heating degree days (HDD) or Cooling degree days (CDD)) is not tradable

in the spot market. Secondly, standard financial derivatives hedge the price risk, while weather

derivatives hedge the volume or quantity risk. Thirdly, weather is a location–specific and nonstan-

dardized commodity, unlike a standardized commodity, such as a particular light sweet crude oil

(e.g., Campbell and Diebold 2005; London 2007). Weather derivatives also differ from insurance

(Alaton et al. 2002). Payout of weather derivatives is based only on the actual outcome of the

weather (e.g., HDD or CDD), not on damages and losses due to weather. The holder of a weather

derivative, unlike the holder of an insurance contract, does not have to file a claim and prove dam-

ages to receive a payout. While weather derivatives cover low–risk, high–probability events (e.g.,

uncertainties in weather), insurance protects high–risk, low–probability events (e.g., earthquake,

flood, etc.) (Cao and Wei 2004).

A standard weather derivative contract usually includes six features: (i) a contract period, for

example, a monthly contract for the month of December; (ii) a measurement station, for instance,

Pearson International Airport, Toronto, Canada; (iii) a weather variable, for example, temperature,

measured at the measurement station over the contract period; (iv) an index, for instance, HDD or

CDD, which aggregates the weather variable over the contract period; (v) a pay-off function that

converts the index into cash flow; and (vi) a premium or option price paid by the buyer at the start

of the contract (Jewson and Brix 2005).

The Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) introduced electronic trading of weather derivatives

in September 1999 (London 2007). The CME offers trading with futures contracts as well as options

on futures based on the degree days index. The CME rulebook chapter 421 (rule 42101) states that

“each particular CME Canadian degree days index is the accumulation of like degree days over a

calender month. The accumulation period of each CME–HDD or CME–CDD index futures contract
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begins with the first calender day of the contract month and ends with the last calender day of

the contract month.” The HDD contract months for Canadian degree days index options at CME

are from January to April inclusive as well as from October to December inclusive, and the CDD

contract months are from April to October inclusive. April and October are called shoulder months

and are included as HDD and CDD months. The options on futures are of European style, as they

can only be exercised at the expiration date (Alaton et al. 2002). At CME, there are both futures

and options contracts on temperature-based derivatives for cities as follows: six Canadian (Calgary,

Edmonton, Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver, and Winnipeg), twenty–four US, ten European, three

Australian, and two Asian.

Degree day (DD) indices originated in the energy industry and are designed to correlate with

the domestic demand of heating and cooling (Jewson and Brix 2005). HDD are used to measure

the demand for heating and are thus a measure of how cold it is. The HDD index over the period

from day 1 to day N is defined as: HDD =
∑N

t=1max{Q−Qt, 0}, where Q = Baseline temperature

(usually 650F in USA, 180C in other countries1) and Qt =
Qt,max+Qt,min

2 , where Qt,max and Qt,min

are the maximum and minimum temperatures on day t, respectively. Cooling degree days (CDD),

on the other hand, are used to measure the demand for cooling. The hotter the day, the more

CDD. The CDD index over the period from day 1 to day N is: CDD =
∑N

t=1max{Qt −Q, 0}.

The first weather derivative transaction was executed in 1997 by an energy provider, Aquila

Energy (Considine 1999). An electric service provider, Consolidated Edison Company (ConEd) in

the city of New York, USA, purchased electric power from Aquila Energy for the month of August

at an agreed price, along with a weather clause that Aquila would pay ConEd a rebate, if the month

of August turned out to be cooler than expected. In 2007, Weatherproof, a clothing manufacturer

in the US, purchased a weather derivative brokered by StormExchange, a weather–related financial

hedging firm, contingent on whether the month of December would be warmer than usual (Chen

and Yano 2010). Similarly, a power generation company, GenCo, could hedge its weather risks by

taking a long position on a HDD put option for a winter season, for example, from January to

March. If the winter is very cold, electricity demand will go up and GenCo receives high revenues.

On the other hand, if the winter is not so cold and HDD falls below a strike HDD, the company

exercises the option and could compensate the downward revenue. In either situation, GenCo could

reduce its exposure to weather risk. The crucial decision here is to figure out the appropriate option

price (premium), i.e., what price should be paid to buy or sell a HDD option. Consequently, it

greatly depends on the appropriate modeling of the temperature dynamics. This thesis presents

regime–switching models to capture the behavior of temperature dynamics with an aim to the

1Usually the base temperature of 18◦C is a temperature below which people tend to consume more energy to heat
their residences and above which people start to turn on their air conditioners for cooling (Alaton et al. 2002).
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valuation of weather option price.

Different forms of Ornstein–Uhlenbeck mean–reverting models to capture the dynamics of tem-

perature are dominant in the literature for pricing weather options. For example, the stochastic

component of daily temperature, w, follows a mean–reverting process dw = κw(w̄−w)dt+σwdBw,

where κw is the speed of the mean reversion, w̄ is the long–term mean of the process, σw is the

volatility of the process, and dBw is the increment of the Wiener process over an infinitesimally

small period of time such that E(dBw) = 0 and Var(dBw) = dt. Dornier and Queruel (2000) first

began investigation on the futures prices based on temperature indices. They model the temper-

ature observations at O’Hare airport in Chicago, USA, as an Ornstein–Uhlenbeck mean–reverting

process with constant σ. Alaton et al. (2002) extend the Ornstein–Uhlenbeck process with monthly

variations in σ to fit the temperature observations at the Stockholm–Bromma airport, Sweden.

Brody et al. (2002) propose a different modeling approach of the Ornstein–Uhlenbeck temperature

model, assuming dz is the increment of fractional Brownian motion, instead of the Wiener process,

with constant σ. They use the temperature of the city of London, UK, and calculate prices for

different temperature derivatives. Benth and Šaltytė–Benth (2005) propose an Ornstein–Uhlenbeck

process driven by a generalized hyperbolic Lèvy process for Norwegian temperature data.

Campbell and Diebold (2005) use an autoregressive moving average (ARMA) time series model

for temperature and observe seasonality in the autocorrelation function for the (squared) residuals

when modeling the temperature in US cities. They propose a seasonal autoregressive conditional

heteroskedastic (ARCH) process to model σ. Benth and Šaltytė–Benth (2007) propose an Ornstein–

Uhlenbeck process with seasonal volatility to model the dynamics of the temperature data from

Stockholm, Sweden. Benth et al. (2007) propose a continuous-time autoregressive (CAR) process

to model Swedish temperature data. Davis (2001) suggests a stochastic discount factor (SDF)

approach (an approach of mathematical economics) to price weather options by modeling the

accumulated HDD as a log–normal process. Cao and Wei (2004) propose an equilibrium pricing

model based on the fact that, in equilibrium, both the financial market and the goods market

are cleared so that the aggregate consumption equals the dividend generated from the risky stock.

They calculate SDF, and use this factor to price weather derivatives. These weather derivatives

pricing approaches are summarized in Table 2.2.
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Table 2.2: Summary of approaches to pricing weather derivatives

Authors Model Dataset

Stochastic modeling approaches

Dornier and Queruel (2000) Ornstein-Uhlenbeck Model Chicago, USA

Alaton et al. (2002) Ornstein-Uhlenbeck Model Stockholm, Sweden

Brody et al. (2002) Fractional Brownian Motion London, UK

Time series approaches

Campbell and Diebold (2005) AutoRegressive Moving Average (ARMA) US cities

Benth et al. (2007) Continuous time AutoRegression (CAR) Stockholm, Sweden

Mathematical economics approaches

Davis (2001) Stochastic Discount Factor (SDF) London, UK

Cao and Wei (2004) Stochastic Discount Factor (SDF) US cities

2.7 Research gaps

Valuation models of natural gas–fired power plants in the literature are based mostly on spark

spread option. Under environmental restrictions, carbon allowance price plays an important role.

Moreover, a power plant can possess one or multiple generators. In the US, there are about 7, 000

power plants having around 19, 000 individual generators (EIA 2015). While studies in the literature

consider power plants with a single turbine operating at a constant heat rate, this thesis examines

the valuation of a natural gas–fired power plant with multiple turbines, each of them having different

power generation capacities, input–output characteristics and carbon emission rates.

This thesis also investigates the effect of flexibility of switching from one turbine to another based

on price movements in absence and presence of carbon allowance price. In the existing literature, for

example, in Heydari and Siddiqui (2010) and Abadie (2015), the operational flexibility is considered

as operating the single turbine in ‘cycling mode’ of ‘on’ and ‘off’ in accordance with the spark spread

option against the scenario that the turbine is operated irrespective of the spark spread option value.

In contrast, the thesis investigates the valuation of a merchant power plant based on the spark and

clean spark spread options with and without utilizing operational flexibility among multiple gas

turbines. That is, the power plant is assumed to have multiple gas turbines each of which is in

cycling mode in accordance with price movements at each given time. The operational flexibility

is, therefore, obtained from switching the power plant state, which is achieved by a combination of

operating turbines.

While the existing literature focuses on the valuation based on only spark spread options, this

research study incorporates the environment temperature effect on the power plant valuation. In

an usual cold winter, the payoff from the spark spread option is expected to be higher, while in a

warmer winter the payoff from the spark spread option is expected to go downward. To add values

to this downside payoff in a warmer winter, the plant owner can opt to hold a long position in a

temperature–based weather put option. This thesis investigates the integration of spark spread and
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weather options in the valuation model of a power plant and to the best of the author’s knowledge,

the approach is the first of a kind of approach. One of the objectives of the research is, therefore,

to investigate the valuation of a power plant integrating spark spread and weather options for a

natural gas–fired power plant run by multiple gas turbines.

Incorporating weather option into spark spread based option valuation model requires the pric-

ing of weather option itself. Modeling the temperature dynamics is essential for pricing temperature–

based weather options. This thesis also examines temperature dynamics with an aim to pricing

temperature–based weather option. Huisman (2008) demonstrates that a shift in mean tempera-

ture induces regime–switching behavior in electricity prices and increases the probability of spike

occurrences. Therefore, there lies clues that temperature may also show regime–switching behavior.
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Chapter 3

Methodology

The thesis is focused on valuation models. Assessing the value of a power plant entails modeling the

correlated movements of price processes. The sequence of identically distributed random variables

is known as a process or alternatively a stochastic process. Capturing the behavior of the price

processes is an essential aspect of the valuation models. Since discrete–time lattice framework is

convenient for valuation models, the processes are then discretized via nodes and branches as a

lattice by matching the moments of the corresponding continuous–time processes. After having the

discretized values at each node, possible states and actions are decided based on an optimization

model. A recursive solution approach moving backward from the last layer is then applied by

merging discounted subsequent values into the current decision. The overall scheme of the thesis is

depicted in Figure 3.1.
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Figure 3.1: The overall scheme of the thesis.
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3.1 Contingent claim valuation approach

The traditional valuation approach values an utility or a project by discounting the expected cash

flows at the project’s cost of capital, which is estimated by the capital asset pricing model (CAPM).

The CAPM approach states that an expected return from an asset requires a risk premium over

the risk–free return for the systematic, market or nondiversifiable risk (Trigeorgis 1996). The

systematic or nondiversifiable risk (e.g., economy wide forces affecting the market, the budget

deficit or inflation) is represented by a coefficient named ‘beta’, which is measured by the covariance

between the asset return and the market return (e.g., the S&P 500 stock index) over the variance

of the market return. However, determining the exact value of the ‘beta’ may be difficult due to its

dependence on the pattern of the expected cash flows over time, the growth rate of the expected

cash flows, and the procedure by which the investors revise the cash flows (Trigeorgis 1996).

The financial option pricing models use the risk–neutral valuation approach, in which a portfolio,

for example, buying a number of shares of an underlying security and borrowing an appropriate

amount of money at the riskless rate, can be constructed that exactly replicates the option payoff in

any state of the world (Trigeorgis 1996; Hull 2002). Therefore, the ability of constructing a portfolio

cancels out the risk and helps to obtain the value of an option in a world where an investor’s risk

attitude is irrelevant. In such a risk–neutral world, all assets would earn the risk–free return and

the expected cash flow can be discounted at the risk–free rate (Trigeorgis 1996).

In case of the real–option valuation, the underlying asset often cannot be traded, for example,

an R&D project or temperature. However, whether traded or non traded, any contingent claim on

an asset can be valued by replacing the expected return with a certainty–equivalent return that

enables one to assume that, as if, the world were risk neutral (Trigeorgis 1996). The certainty–

equivalent return, in other words, the risk–adjusted expected return, is obtained by deducting the

risk premium (the excess return over the risk–free return) from the process drift. The risk premium

is measured by the market price of risk for the asset multiplied by its volatility (Hull 2002). The

market price of risk is a reward to risk ratio, that is, the excess return above the risk–free rate

per unit of risk. “If the market price of risk (e.g., for an R&D project or for temperature) is zero,

investor’s would be neutral to the asset’s risk” (Trigeorgis 1996). Futures prices are the expected

value of the future spot prices in a risk–neutral world, in other words, the futures prices are the

certainty–equivalent of spot prices. Therefore, the valuation of an asset using futures prices can be

obtained by discounting at the risk–free rate (Abadie et al. 2013).
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3.2 Price processes

Commodity prices, such as the prices of oil, copper, sugar and natural gas, usually follow mean–

reverting processes. The price may fluctuate randomly up and down in the short run, but in the

long run it moves towards the mean price value. The reason for such behavior is explained from

the microeconomic point of view (Dixit and Pindyck 1994). When the price of a product moves

below the long–term mean price, demand for this product increases with diminishing production.

This causes the price to move towards the mean price. The opposite will happen if the price goes

up above the long–term mean value. Prices of electricity and natural gas are assumed to follow

mean–reverting processes (see Appendix A for details). An argumentive discussion on it has been

provided by Abadie and Chamorro (2008a).

Let the price of natural gas at day t be Pnt. The logarithm of natural gas price, xt = log(Pnt),

can be expressed as a mean–reverting process, also known as Ornstein–Uhlenbeck process:

dxt = κx(x̄− xt)dt+ σxdBx, (3.1)

where κx is the mean–reverting coefficient or speed of reversion, x̄ is the long–term mean price,

σx is the volatility of the process, and dBx is the increment of the Wiener process, a normally

distributed random increment with a mean of 0 and a variance of dt.

Similarly, if the price of electricity at day t be Pet, then its logarithmic value, yt = logPet, is

assumed to follow a mean–reverting process and can be written as:

dyt = κy(ȳ − yt)dt+ σydBy, (3.2)

where κy is the mean–reverting coefficient, σy is the volatility of the process, ȳ is the long–term

mean price, and dBy is the increment of the Wiener process.

In the same fashion, the logarithm of carbon allowance price at day t, zt = logPct,is assumed

to follow a mean–reverting process and can be written as:

dzt = κz(z̄ − zt)dt+ σzdBz, (3.3)

where z̄ is its long–term mean, κz is the the speed of reversion, σz is the process volatility, and dBz

is the increment of the Wiener process.

The relationships among the increments of the processes are: between the prices of electricity

and natural gas, dBxdBy = ρxydt; between the prices of electricity and carbon, dBydBz = ρyzdt;

and between the prices of carbon and natural gas, dBzdBx = ρzxdt, where correlations, ρxy, ρyz,
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and ρzx, represent the degree to which the increments move in the same or opposite directions.

Similar to the prices of natural gas and electricity, the daily mean temperature also exhibits

the mean–reverting behavior (Dornier and Queruel 2000; Alaton et al. 2002). Dornier and Queruel

(2000) model temperature observations at the O’Hare airport in Chicago, USA, as an Ornstein–

Uhlenbeck mean–reverting process with constant volatility. Alaton et al. (2002) extend this process

with monthly variations in volatilities to fit the temperature observations at the Stockholm–Bromma

airport, Sweden. The mean temperature is calculated as the daily average of the maximum and

minimum temperature. On day t, the daily mean temperature Qt can be modeled as: Qt = wt+St,

where St is the deterministic annual seasonality component and wt is the deseasonalized stochastic

component. After removing the seasonality component from temperature data, the stochastic

component of temperature data, wt = Qt − St, is analyzed for the valuation model. For the

spark spread and weather options based valuation model, a trivariate lattice is constructed taking

the logarithm of electricity and natural gas prices and the stochastic component of temperature,

along with corresponding step sizes and branch probabilities. The prices are then retrieved by

taking exponentials and the temperature is retrieved by adding the seasonal component to the

exponential of the stochastic component. Details of the lattice model is discussed in the following

section.

3.3 Lattice representation of price processes

Modeling correlated behavior of more than one stochastic variable is a complex task. It is also

very hard or almost impossible to derive an analytical closed–form solution for such a model (Hull

2002). Therefore, a numerical method, such as the lattice approach or Monte Carlo simulation,

is employed to represent the stochastic behavior of prices. However, the Monte Carlo simulation

is computationally intensive as it repeatedly imitates numerous scenarios of prices following the

prescribed stochastic processes. For example, the valuation of an “American option with a six–

week maturity, the lattice approach (coded in C language) takes around 13.5 seconds, whereas the

Monte Carlo simulation (coded in MATLAB) takes around 10, 000 seconds” (Wahab and Lee 2009).

The lattice approach, on the other hand, represents the predicted values of a stochastic variable

in a more intuitive way. The discrete–time framework of the lattice approach is also suitable and

convenient for a real options valuation (Hahn and Dyer 2008).

Stochastic price movements in discrete times can be represented by a lattice. Cox et al. (1979)

model a single continuous–time geometric Brownian motion (GBM) into a binomial lattice in order

to value option prices. Boyle (1988) develops lattice models for valuing option prices for multiple

underlying assets following GBM. Nelson and Ramaswamy (1990) present a binomial lattice to
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represent mean–reverting processes. Hahn and Dyer (2008) model two correlated mean–reverting

processes utilizing Nelson and Ramaswamy (1990) approach along with the application of Bayes’

probability law. In the same spirit, Abadie et al. (2013) develop a lattice model for three correlated

stochastic processes.

The strength of the lattice approach over the other non–lattice approaches (e.g., the Monte

Carlo simulation and the finite difference method) lies in the fact that: (i) a lattice represents the

possible future values of a regime–switching variable in a more intuitive way; (ii) the discrete-time

framework of a lattice allows the valuation of European-style weather options more conveniently;

(iii) a lattice approach is flexible enough to incorporate branch probabilities that change over time;

and (iv) it is easy to implement and use (Bollen 1998; Hull 2002; Wahab and Lee 2009).

3.3.1 A bivariate lattice for spark spread option

Hahn and Dyer (2008) extend Nelson and Ramaswamy (1990) approach to develop a bivariate

lattice representing the movement of two correlated mean–reverting processes. Let the processes

in Equation (3.1) and Equation (3.2) have a relationship with a correlation ρxydt = dBxdBy. A

bivariate binomial lattice can be developed for this joint process such that one node generates four

nodes at each discrete interval (Clewlow and Strickland 1998). For example, if the initial node has a

coordinate (x, y), then the coordinates of the four nodes at the next time–step are: (x+∆x, y+∆y),

(x−∆x, y+∆y), (x+∆x, y−∆y), and (x−∆x, y−∆y), representing up–up, down–up, up–down,

and down–down movements, respectively (see Figure 3.2).

t = 1 t = 2 t = 3
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Figure 3.2: A lattice representing correlated movement of two variables.
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To define the joint probabilities, the step size can be set to:

∆x = σx
√
∆t (3.4)

∆y = σy
√
∆t (3.5)

Since two recombining lattices are merged together, the resulting bivariate lattice is, therefore, also

recombining. The probabilities of four possible correlated movements (up–up, down–up, up–down,

and down–down) of x and y can be determined by matching the mean and variance of a two–variable

binomial process (see also Appendix B) :

puu =
∆x∆y +∆yνx∆t+∆xνy∆t+ ρxyσxσy∆t

4∆x∆y
, (3.6)

pud =
∆x∆y +∆yνy∆t−∆xνy∆t− ρxyσxσy∆t

4∆x∆y
, (3.7)

pdu =
∆x∆y −∆yνy∆t+∆xνy∆t− ρxyσxσy∆t

4∆x∆y
, (3.8)

pdd =
∆x∆y −∆yνy∆t−∆xνy∆t+ ρxyσxσy∆t

4∆x∆y
, (3.9)

where νx and νy are the drifts of the respective processes and are given by: νx = κx(x̄−xt)−(1/2)σ2
x

and νy = κy(ȳ − yt) − (1/2)σ2
y , respectively (Hahn and Dyer 2008). The marginal probabilities of

x are given by,

pu =
1

2
+

1

2

νx∆t

∆x
(3.10)

pd =
1

2
− 1

2

νx∆t

∆x
(3.11)

Using Bayes’ rule of probabilities, the joint process can be expressed as the product of the marginal

binomial process for x and the conditional binomial process for y as: p(x, y) = p(y|x)p(x). The

conditional probabilities are:

pu|u =
∆x(∆y +∆tνy) + ∆t(∆yνx + ρxyσxσy)

2∆y(∆x +∆tνx)
, (3.12)

pd|u =
∆x(∆y −∆tνy) + ∆t(∆yνx − ρxyσxσy)

2∆y(∆x +∆tνx)
, (3.13)

pu|d =
∆x(∆y −∆tνy) + ∆t(ρxyσxσy −∆yνx)

2∆y(∆x +∆tνx)
. (3.14)

pd|d =
∆x(∆y +∆tνy)−∆t(∆yνx + ρxyσxσy)

2∆y(∆x +∆tνx)
, (3.15)

Since the model is based on Nelson and Ramaswamy (1990) general approximation, it is necessary

to censor probabilities when the amount of mean–reversion causes probabilities greater than one or
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less than zero. That is,

p∗u = max(0,min(1, pu)) (3.16)

p∗d = 1− p∗u, (3.17)

where the star symbol (*) represents censoring probabilities in between 0 and 1. Therefore, the

branch probabilities can be expressed as:

p∗uu = p∗u · p∗u|u (3.18)

p∗ud = p∗u · p∗d|u (3.19)

p∗du = p∗d · p∗u|d (3.20)

p∗dd = p∗d · p∗d|d (3.21)

3.3.2 A trivariate lattice for clean spark spread option

A trivariate lattice can be built to represent movements of three correlated variables – natural

gas, electricity and carbon allowance prices, each of which is assumed to follow a mean–reverting

process. In addition to the increments for stochastic movements of natural gas and electricity prices

defined in Equations (3.4)–(3.5), the step size for carbon allowance price can be expressed as:

∆z = σz
√
∆t. (3.22)

Figure 3.3 shows the movement of three variables in the form of a cube. With three variables, each

node of the lattice generates 23 = 8 nodes in the next layer, for example, (x+∆x, y+∆y, z+∆z),

(x+∆x, y−∆y, z−∆z), and (x−∆x, y+∆y, z−∆z). Details can be found in Appendix C. Branch

x+ x, y + y, z + z

x- x, y + y, z + z

x+ x, y + y, z - z

x- x, y + y, z - z

puuu

pddd

pddu

pudu

pduu

puud pudd

pdud

x, y, z

x+ x, y - y, z - z

x+ x, y - y, z + z

x- x, y - y, z - z

x- x, y - y, z + z

Figure 3.3: A lattice representing correlated movement of three variables.
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probabilities are calculated based on the method suggested by Boyle et al. (1989) for multivariate

contingent claims. These probabilities can be expressed as:

puuu =
1

8
[1 + ρxy + ρyz + ρzx +

√
∆t(

νx
σx

+
νy
σy

+
νz
σz

)] (3.23)

puud =
1

8
[1 + ρxy − ρyz − ρzx +

√
∆t(

νx
σx

+
νy
σy

− νz
σz

)] (3.24)

pudu =
1

8
[1− ρxy + ρyz − ρzx +

√
∆t(

νx
σx

− νy
σy

+
νz
σz

)] (3.25)

pudd =
1

8
[1− ρxy − ρyz + ρzx +

√
∆t(

νx
σx

− νy
σy

− νz
σz

)] (3.26)

pduu =
1

8
[1− ρxy − ρyz + ρzx +

√
∆t(−νx

σx
+

νy
σy

+
νz
σz

)] (3.27)

pdud =
1

8
[1− ρxy + ρyz − ρzx +

√
∆t(−νx

σx
+

νy
σy

− νz
σz

)] (3.28)

pddu =
1

8
[1 + ρxy − ρyz − ρzx +

√
∆t(−νx

σx
− νy

σy
+

νz
σz

)] (3.29)

pddd =
1

8
[1 + ρxy + ρyz + ρzx +

√
∆t(−νx

σx
− νy

σy
− νz

σz
)], (3.30)

where, νx = κx(x̄−xt)−(1/2)σ2
x, νy = κy(ȳ−yt)−(1/2)σ2

y , and νz = κz(z̄−zt)−(1/2)σ2
z , respectively

(Hahn and Dyer 2008). In case of a mean–reverting CO2 process, νz = κz(z̄ − zt)− (1/2)σ2
z and in

case of a geometric Brownian motion modeling of CO2 prices, νz = µz − (1/2)σ2
z . Since probability

cannot be negative, applying the similar method employed by Hahn and Dyer (2008) and Abadie

et al. (2013), the obtained branch probabilities are:

p∗uuu = p∗u.p
∗
u/u.p

∗
u/u/u (3.31)

p∗uud = p∗u.p
∗
u/u.p

∗
d/u/u (3.32)

p∗udu = p∗u.p
∗
d/u.p

∗
u/d/u (3.33)

p∗udd = p∗u.p
∗
d/u.p

∗
d/d/u (3.34)

p∗duu = p∗d.p
∗
u/d.p

∗
u/u/d (3.35)

p∗dud = p∗d.p
∗
u/d.p

∗
d/u/d (3.36)

p∗ddu = p∗d.p
∗
d/d.p

∗
u/d/d (3.37)

p∗ddd = p∗d.p
∗
d/d.p

∗
d/d/d (3.38)

3.4 Regime–switching models

The concept behind the Markov regime–switching model is to capture the observed stochastic

behavior of an underlying variable by more than one regime. For each regime, one can define an
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independent underlying process (Hamilton 2008). The switching behavior between the regimes

(states) is assumed to be governed by an unobservable latent variable Rt. For example, Lt = {1, 2}

in a two–state regime–switching model. A two–state Markov chain governs the description of the

probability law of switching between Lt = 1 and Lt = 2 with transition probabilities

γij = Pr(Lt = j|Lt−1 = i) for i, j = 1, 2. (3.39)

Transition probability is defined as the probability of switching between regimes from one observa-

tion to the next observation.

There are many applications of regime-switching models in the literature. Bollen et al. (2000) use

regime–switching models to capture the dynamics of foreign exchange rates. Andrew and Bekaert

(2002) examine the econometric performance of regime–switching models for interest rates of the

USA, the UK, and Germany. Huisman and Mahieu (2003) and Bierbrauer et al. (2004) propose

a three–state regime–switching model to describe the stochastic component of the spot price in

the Nordic power exchange. To capture the cyclical behavior of the semiconductor business, Liu

and Chyi (2006) use a Markov regime-switching model with two regimes representing expansion

and contraction of semiconductor sales. For the Australian wholesale electricity market, Higgs and

Worthington (2008) propose a three–state regime-switching model for electricity spot prices.

The lattice approach, which was first proposed by Cox et al. (1979), is one of the methods used

to model the multi–period behavior of the regime–switching underlying variables. For example,

Bollen (1998) proposes a pentanominal lattice approach to describe a two-state regime–switching

model for a single underlying variable and then values European and American options. Wahab et

al. (2010) develop a lattice approach for the valuation of swing options by modeling the average daily

price of electricity using a three–state regime–switching model. Wahab and Lee (2009) generalize

the lattice approach for multiple regime–switching variables with multiple regimes and then value

European and American rainbow options.

3.5 Dynamic programming approach

A dynamic programming approach is a recursive approach to solving optimal decision problems,

when the current decision influences the future payoff. Following the canonical form of Bellman’s

approach that given the current choice, the optimal strategy in the next period is chosen as if

the entire analysis were to begin in the next period. The solution moves in a backward recursive

direction, discounting the future values and folding them into the current decision. A dynamic

programming approach is able to handle real options features efficiently. Intermediate values and
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decisions are transparent (Amram and Kulatilaka 1999).

3.6 Summary

This chapter outlines the overall scheme of the thesis. Modeling of stochastic processes along with

their lattice representations are also discussed. The next chapter presents the valuation model for

a natural gas–fired power plant with multiple turbines using spark spread and clean spark spread

options.
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Chapter 4

The Valuation of a Power Plant with

Multiple Turbines using Spark Spread

and Clean Spark Spread Options

4.1 Introduction

This chapter presents methods to assess the value of a natural gas–fired power plant with multiple

turbine in presence and absence of carbon allowance price. Turbines have different heat rates,

generation capacities and carbon emission rates.

4.2 Power plant characteristics

The power plant is assumed to have multiple power generating gas turbine units. Let G be the total

number of gas turbines and g = {1, 2, . . . , G}. Each gas turbine has the minimum and maximum

operating capacities of q
g
and qg, respectively. These minimum and maximum capacities of a gas

turbine are restricted mainly by the pressure ratio between the inlet and outlet of the turbine and

the use of regenator (Boyce 2006).

Let H(qg) be the fuel input in MMBTu/hr for generating qg MW of electricity from each turbine

and H(qg) can be expressed as an input–output characteristic relationship (Wood and Wollenberg

1996)

H(qg) = ag + bgqg + cgqg
2. (4.1)

Each coefficient of H(qg) is nonnegative, in which ag > 0 refers to the noload cost, bg > 0 denotes

the fixed term of the incremental heat rate and cg > 0 represents that the cost function is convex

(Tseng and Lin 2007; Tseng et al. 2009). For a power plant having G turbines, the plant can be at
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any of 2G states. Let s denote the possible states of the plant defined by the different combinations

of ‘on/off’ status of turbines. For example, a power plant having two turbines can have four states

denoted by s, such that s = (s1 s2 s3 s4)
′, where s1 = [0 0] denotes that both Turbine 1 and

Turbine 2 are at the ‘off’ state; s2 = [1 0] represents that Turbine 1 is ‘on’ but Turbine 2 is ‘off’;

and in similar fashion, s3 = [0 1], and s4 = [1 1]. The prime notation refers to transposition of a

matrix. Therefore, s is a 4× 2 matrix as s = (0 0; 1 0; 0 1; 1 1)′. The flexibility of switching, in

this study, is defined as the ability of switching from one state to another state of the power plant.

4.3 Spark spread option

The power plant owner buys the natural gas at a price of Pn per MMBTu, burns and converts it

into electric power and sells the electricity at a price of Pe per MWh. The plant earns a spark

spread profit (per hr) by running Turbine g as:

Spark spread = qgPe −H(qg)Pn − qgvg

= qgPe − (ag + bgqg + cgqg
2)Pn − qgvg, (4.2)

where vg is the operational and maintenance cost per MWh andH(qg) is the fuel input in MMBTu/hr

for generating qg MW of electricity. The optimal quantity of generation, q∗g , can be obtained by

differentiating Equation (4.2) with respect to qg and setting it to zero. The optimal generation, q∗g ,

is obtained as:

q∗g =
1

2cg

(
Pe − vg

Pn
− bg

)
. (4.3)

Since a gas turbine has the minimum and maximum operating capacities of q
g
and qg respectively,

the optimal feasible power generation, q̂g, becomes:

q̂g = max(q
g
,min(q∗g , qg)). (4.4)

The generation quantity, qg, is then replaced by q̂g in Equation (4.2). Therefore, the spark spread,

Ωg, from each turbine of a power plant operating h hours per day can be expressed as:

Ωg = h{q̂gPe − (ag + bg q̂g + cg q̂g
2)Pn − q̂gvg}. (4.5)
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Now the value of spark spread at different states of s, can be expressed as:

Πs = s � (Ωg)
′ (4.6)

As an example, for a power plant with two turbines, the values of the spark spread at different

states can be expressed as:

Πs =

0 1 0 1

0 0 1 1

′

�

Ω1

Ω2

 (4.7)

The spark spread options, πs, therefore, can be expressed as:

πs = max(0,Πs) (4.8)

4.4 Clean spark spread option

The clean spark spread (per hr) can be expressed by deducting the carbon allowance price from

the spark spread and can be written as:

Clean spark spread = qgcPe − (ag + bgqgc + cgqg
2
c)Pn − qgcvg −RgqgcPc, (4.9)

where, Pc is the carbon allowance price per tCO2, Rg is the emission rate in tCO2/MWh, and the

subscript, c, denotes the ‘clean’ spark spread, that is, the spark spread that considers the ‘carbon’

cost. The optimal generation, qg
∗
c , now becomes:

qg
∗
c =

1

2cg

(
Pe − vg −RgPc

Pn
− bg

)
. (4.10)

This optimal generation quantity, qg
∗
c , must be within the maximum and minimum generation

capacities of each turbine. Therefore, the feasible power generation, q̂gc, from each turbine is as

follows:

q̂gc = max(q
g
,min(qg

∗
c , qg)) (4.11)

The generation quantity, qgc, is then substituted by q̂gc in Equation (4.9) to obtain the clean spark

spread value. Therefore, for a power plant operating h hours per day, the clean spark spread, Ωgc,

is given by:

Ωgc = h{q̂gcPe − (ag + bg q̂gc + cg q̂g
2
c)Pn − q̂gcvg −Rg q̂gcPc}, (4.12)
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where, the subscript, c, denotes the ‘clean’ spark spread. Following the expression for spark spread

options in Section 4.3, the clean spark spread option at different states can be obtained as:

(πc)s = max(0, (Πc)s) (4.13)

4.4.1 An exhibit

This section provides some insights by illustrating an example of a natural gas–fired power plant

having two turbines with different emission rates, input–output characteristics, and generation

capacities. The parameters are shown in Table 4.1.a While electricity price is linearly varied

from 33 to 39 Euro/MWh, natural gas and carbon allowance prices are kept constant at 3.63

Euro/MMBtu and 6 Euro/tCO2, respectively.

Table 4.1: Turbine characteristics of a power plant

Parameters Gas turbine 1 (g = 1) Gas turbine 2 (g = 2)

Input–output a1 = 70 a2 = 75

coefficient of b1 = 8.0 b2 = 7.5

H(qg) c1 = 0.00115 c2 = 0.00130

Maximum capacity, qg 300 MW 350 MW

Minimum capacity, q
g

5 MW 5 MW

Operating & maintenance cost, vg 5/MWh 4/MWh

Carbon emission rate, Rg 0.45 tCO2/MWh 0.30 tCO2/MWh

Variations in input–output characteristics of turbines: Figure 4.1 shows the input–output charac-

teristic curves of both Turbine 1 and Turbine 2. The corresponding average heat rates for both

turbines are also depicted. It is observed that Turbine 2 has a lower average heat rate than that

of Turbine 1. Since the efficiency of a turbine is the inverse of the heat rate, Turbine 2 is more

efficient than Turbine 1.

Variations in power generation with and without carbon allowances: Figure 4.2 shows how the

presence and absence of carbon allowance cost affects power generation from different turbines of

a power plant. The curves represent the feasible power generation, q̂g, obtained from Equations

(4.3)–(4.4) in Section 4.3 in absence of carbon allowance prices. It is observed that power generation

from Turbine 2 is more than that of Turbine 1. The reason is that Turbine 2 has a lower heat input–

output characteristic line and hence possesses a higher efficiency than that of Turbine 1. However,

under CO2 emission restrictions, the quantity, q̂gc, is reduced for both Turbine 1 and Turbine 2.

aIn Wood and Wollenberg (1996), for a coal–fired power generation unit with the maximum and minimum output
of 600 MW and 200 MW, respectively, the coefficients are assumed as: a = 510, b = 7.2, and c = 0.00142; and for
an oil–fired power generating unit with the maximum and minimum output of 200 MW and 50 MW, respectively,
the coefficients are assumed as: a = 78, b = 7.97, and c = 0.00482. Tseng and Lin (2007) also use a quadratic
input–output function with a = 540, b = 9.223, and c = 0.00234 for a gas–fueled power plant with the maximum and
minimum capacity of 700 MW and 225 MW, respectively.
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Figure 4.1: (a) Input–output characteristic curves and (b) corresponding average heat rates of
turbines.
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Figure 4.2: Variations in generation of power (MW) from two turbines in absence and presence of
carbon allowance price.

Variations in spark and clean spark spread values: Figure 4.3 shows the values of spark and clean

spark spread profits along with their respective real options values under different states of the

power plant. It is observed that in case of spark spread (see the left–side of Figure 4.3), Turbine

2 offers higher profits for a range of electricity prices between 34 to 36 Euro/MWh. When the

electricity price crosses 36 Euro/MWh, operating both Turbine 1 and Turbine 2 provides a higher

profit. However, in presence of carbon price, operating only Turbine 2 offers a higher profit until

the electricity price hits 39 Euro/MWh (see the right–side of Figure 4.3). It reflects that under

the environmental restriction, at a lower electricity price, operating both turbines may induce more

emission cost.

This example demonstrates how the flexibility of having two turbines with different emission

rates, input–output characteristics and power generation capacities affects the cashflows in presence

and absence of CO2 emission allowance price. These results, however, did not consider the stochastic
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Figure 4.3: (a) Spark spread, Ω, and (b) clean spark spread, Ωc, profits; (c) Spark spread, π, and
(d) clean spark spread, πc, options under different operating modes of turbines.

behavior of prices. In this thesis, the valuation of the power plant is considered under the stochastic

behaviors of electricity, natural gas and carbon prices. Details of the approach are discussed in the

following sections.

4.5 The valuation of the power plant

The value of the power plant based on spark spread option, Wt, can be determined as a summation

of the current total options plus the expected total options from the next period by using a backward

dynamic programming approach as follows:

Wt = πt + e−r(∆t)Et[Wt+1], (4.14)

where r is the risk–free rate. When the behaviors of electricity, natural gas and carbon prices

are modeled based on futures prices, the expected value of the plant can be calculated using the

risk–free discount rate, r (Abadie, 2015). Similarly, the value of the plant based on clean spark
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spread options, (Wc)t, can be expressed as:

(Wc)t = (πc)t + e−r(∆t)Et[(Wc)t+1]. (4.15)

The value of the power plant based on spark spread options along with operational flexibility, Ft,

is:

Ft = πt + e−r(∆t)max{Et[Ft+1 + C((s)t,t+1)]}, (4.16)

where C((s)t,t+1) is the switching cost from one state to another state of the power plant. For

example, if startup and shutdown costs for Turbine 1 are Cu1 and Cd1, respectively; and for Turbine

2 are Cu2 and Cd2, respectively, then C((s)t,t+1) is a 4× 4 matrix as:

C((s)t,t+1) =


0 Cu1 Cu2 Cu1 + Cu2

Cd1 0 Cd1 + Cu2 Cu2

Cd2 Cu1 + Cd2 0 Cu1

Cd1 + Cd2 Cd2 Cd1 0

 . (4.17)

Operating constraints such as, startup, shutdown, ramp time and costs, minimum up and down

time, are usually measured hourly (Johnson and Miranda, 2003). However, in the above cost matrix,

the switching costs are assumed to represent average daily costs covering all costs related to daily

operating constraints for a turbine. Similarly, the value of the power plant based on clean spark

spread options with operational flexibility, (Fc)t, can be expressed as:

(Fc)t = (πc)t + e−r(∆t)max{Et[(Fc)t+1 + C((s)t,t+1)]}. (4.18)

4.6 Price processes

For the valuation of a power plant based on spark spread options, it is necessary to generate prices

of electricity and natural gas. Commodity prices, such as oil, usually follow a mean–reverting

process. As discussed in Section 3.2, the price may fluctuate randomly up and down in the short

run, but in the long run it moves towards the mean price value.

Prices of electricity and natural gas are assumed to follow mean–reverting processes. Abadie and

Chamorro (2008a) provide an argumentive discussion on it. For the clean spark spread option, in

addition to electricity and natural gas prices, the carbon allowance price also needs to be simulated.

While Huang (2010) models the carbon allowance price as a mean–reverting process, Seifert et

al. (2008) suggest that the CO2 emission allowance price follows a geometric Brownian motion.

Keeping both arguments in consideration, two scenarios are considered for the clean spark spread
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option based valuation. In one scenario, all three prices of electricity, natural gas and CO2 allowance

prices are assumed to follow mean–reverting processes. In another scenario, prices of electricity and

natural gas are modeled as mean–reverting processes, while the CO2 allowance price is modeled as

a geometric Brownian motion. In this study, daily prices of electricity, natural gas and CO2 are

obtained from European Energy Exchange (EEX) and Figure 4.4 shows futures prices for electricity,

natural gas and carbon prices from January 1, 2013 to June 3, 2013.

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
45.0

50.0

55.0

60.0

(a)

E
le

ct
ri

ci
ty

 p
ri

ce
s

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
25.5

26.0

26.5

27.0

27.5

(b)

N
at

ur
al

 g
as

 p
ri

ce
s

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

2.0

4.0

Days from January 1, 2013 to June 3, 2013
(c)

C
ar

bo
n 

pr
ic

es

Figure 4.4: Futures prices (daily): (a) electricity, (b) natural gas and (c) carbon allowance.

4.6.1 An estimation of mean–reverting process parameters

A mean–reverting process can be discretized into the first order auto–regression, AR(1), process

(see Appendix D). For example, in the case of the natural gas price process, Equation (3.1) can

be discretized and expressed as: ∆xt
∆t = α+ ϱxt + ϵt, where α is the intercept, ∆t is the discretized

time interval, ϱ is the slope of the linear regression line drawn by minimizing the sum of the

squared residuals, and ϵt ∼ N(0, σ2
x) are the residuals (Brooks, 2008; Elias et al., 2014). Table 4.2

shows these coefficients of the discretized mean–reverting processes as respective AR(1) processes,

obtained by using the MATLAB statistical function ‘regress’.

34



Table 4.2: Mean–reverting parameters for price processes

Prices Coeff. Value Std. err. t–stats p–value

Natural gas α 41.8289 18.0042 2.3233 0.0222

ϱ -20.5169 8.8087 -2.3292 0.0218

Electricity α 28.2897 11.3648 2.4892 0.0144

ϱ -7.3091 2.8913 -2.5279 0.0130

Carbon allowance α 30.5811 13.2096 2.3151 0.0223

ϱ -21.2626 8.7340 -2.4345 0.0167

From Table 4.2, parameters obtained for the natural gas price process are: κx = |ϱ| = 20.5169,

x̄ = α
|ϱ| = 2.0388, σx = std(ϵt) ×

√
∆t = 0.08156, where ‘std’ stands for the standard deviation.

Similarly, for the electricity price process, ȳ = 3.8705, κy = 7.3091, σy = 0.08947; and for the carbon

allowance price process, z̄ = 1.4383, κz = 21.2626, σz = 1.1708. Correlation coefficients obtained

from the residuals of respective price processes are: ρxy = 0.3128, ρyz = 0.5789, and ρzx = 0.1994.

The positive correlations indicate that natural gas, electricity and carbon allowance prices move

in the same direction. Linn et al. (2014) also conclude that lower natural gas prices induce lower

electricity prices and lower emissions. With ∆t equals to 1
250 , the units of the parameters are

measured in years, for example, the yearly volatility of electricity prices, σy, is approximately 9%,

while the yearly volatility of natural gas futures prices, σx, is approximately 8%. An important

property of the mean–reversion process is the half life, t1/2 =
ln 2
κ . It is the time taken by the price

to attain the half way of the long–term mean price from its current price, as if no random shock

were present (Rogers 2002). The higher the mean–reversion speed is, the smaller the half life is.

Therefore, the half lives, (ln 2)/κ, of the electricity, natural gas and carbon prices are, 0.095, 0.034,

and 0.033 years (or 23.8, 8.5, and 8.3 days), respectively.

The drift, µz, and the variance, σ2
z , when CO2 price is modeled as a Brownian motion, are

presented in Table 4.3. The correlation coefficients between residuals of electricity and carbon

prices and between natural gas and carbon allowance prices are obtained as, 0.5590, and 0.1795,

respectively.

Table 4.3: Geometric Brownian motion parameters for CO2 allowance price

Parameter Coeff. Std. err. t–stats p–value

Drift -1.27 0.1189 -10.6783 0.00

Variance 1.4569 0.2040 7.1414 0.00
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4.7 An illustrative example

This section illustrates how the expected spark spread option based values at different states of a

power plant are calculated depending on the movements of natural gas and electricity prices along

a bivariate lattice. The example is executed for a short period of three days. The initial prices

of natural gas and electricity are assumed to be 6e and 60e, respectively. Figure 4.5 shows that

the price movements of natural gas and electricity. For example, at t = 2 in Figure 4.5, the up

movements of both natural gas and electricity prices are represented by node ‘c’. Similarly, node

‘b’ represents the down and up movements of natural gas and electricity prices, respectively. Spark

spread option values corresponding to the natural gas and electricity prices at different states of

the power plant are shown in Figure 4.6. The expected values based on spark spread option are

presented in Figure 4.7. The branch probabilities are obtained by using Equations (3.18–3.21).

These probabilities, for an example, from node ‘b’ at t = 2 to the next period at t = 3 are: p∗du = 0

to node ‘f’, p∗uu = 0.4126 to node ‘g’, p∗ud = 0.5874 to node ‘i’, and p∗dd = 0 to node ‘h’. The

expected values at different states are calculated by using Equation (4.14). For example, in Figure

4.7 at t = 2 at node ‘b’ in State 2, the expected value of 58959.40e is obtained by using Equation

(4.14).

58959.40 = 30731.00 + exp {−0.05× (1/250)} × {(0× 35401.84) + (0.4126× 31322.73)

+ (0× 30143.61) + (0.5874× 26064.50)} (4.19)
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Figure 4.6: Values of the spark spread options at different states of the power plant corresponding
to the prices in Figure 4.5.
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plant corresponding to the values in Figure 4.6.
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4.8 Numerical results

A power plant with heavy duty frame–type gas turbines is chosen for a numerical analysis of the

proposed model. The mechanical characteristics of gas turbines used in this thesis are adopted from

the Gas Turbine Engineering Handbook by Boyce (2006). The capacities of such turbines range

from 3 MW to 480 MW. Operating hours of the plant are assumed to be h = 22 hours per day.

A typical modern gas turbine usually takes 6–10 minutes to start–up (ramp–up) and shut–down

(ramp–down) (Boyce 2006). The average operating hour, h, per day is assumed to take into account

of all necessary ramp-up, ramp down, and plant maintenance times per day, on an average. The

input–output characteristic coefficients of H(qg), the maximum and minimum capacities of turbines

are shown in Table 4.1 in Section 4.4.1. Table 4.4 shows the startup and shutdown costs (in Euro)

of the power plant. The valuation period is assumed to be 90 days. The annual discount rate is

assumed to be 5%. Sensitivity tests are performed by varying between −10% and +10% of the base

values of volatilities and mean–reverting speeds stated in Section 4.6.1.

Table 4.4: Turbine startup and shutdown costs in Euro

Turbine 1 Turbine 2

Startup 100 150

Shutdown 400 500

4.8.1 Expected spark and clean spark spread option values

The expected spark spread and clean spark spread values with and without flexibility of switching

among the states are shown in Figure 4.8. Figure 4.8(a) shows the expected values of the power

plant at different states without flexibility. As stated in Section 4.2, State 1 refers to the status

of the power plant when both turbines are in ‘off’ state, State 2 indicates that Turbine 1 is in

‘on’ state and Turbine 2 is in ‘off’ state, State 3 refers to Turbine 1 is in ‘off’ state and Turbine

2 is in ‘on’ state, and State 4 represents that both turbines are in ‘on’ states. The notion of the

expected values without flexibility is that these states, State 1, State 2, State 3, and State 4, prevail

throughout the valuation planning period and there occurs no switching among these states. The

objective is to measure a reference expected value of the power plant based on spark spread option

at a different state. This is the reason that the expected value without flexibility at State 1 is

zero. Note that the expected value of the power plant is the maximum of expected values over all

states. Therefore, the expected spark spread option value of the power plant without flexibility is

801442.47 = max(0, 160773.12, 720358.67, 801442.47).

Figure 4.8(b) shows the expected values of the power plant with switching flexibility. The
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flexibility here refers to the ability to switch from one state to another state. For example, if the

plant is in State 1 at t = 1, the plant can remain in State 1, or switch to State 2, or State 3,

or State 4 at t = 2 depending on the movement of prices and so on. The expected values with

flexibility are calculated by using Equation (4.16). The optimal path of power plant operation with

two turbines can be traced from the lattice, in which flexibility of switching is embedded. The

flexibility of switching adds value to the power plant. This value addition due to flexibility is the

highest at State 1 and the lowest at State 4. It is observed from Figure 4.8(b) that at State 1, the

expected value of the plant with flexibility is 799625.09 e. The expected spark spread option value

of the power plant with flexibility is 879795.55 = max(799625.09, 825789.57, 853631.07, 879795.55).

It is also observed that purchasing CO2 allowance reduces the value of the power plant. From

Figure 4.8(a), it is observed that the expected CSS value at State 4 is lower than that of at State

3. Because at State 4, CO2 emissions from both turbines induce more carbon cost than that of

at State 3. Table 4.5 shows the percentage increase/reduction in the values of the power plant at

different states due to flexibility and CO2 cost.

Figure 4.8: Expected spark and clean spark spread values of the plant at different operating states
of the plant: (a) without flexibility and (b) with flexibility.

Table 4.5: Expected SS and CSS values with and without flexibilities at different states of the
power plant

Expected CSS Value reduction

Expected SS (CO2: mean-reverting) due to CO2

States No flexibility Flexibility % increase No flexibility Flexibility % increase No flexibility flexibility

State 1 0 799625.09 – 0 560920.26 – – 29.85%

State 2 160773.12 825789.57 413.63% 41552.93 572438.24 1277.61% 74.15% 30.68%

State 3 720358.67 853631.07 18.50% 584630.43 613309.23 4.91% 18.84% 28.15%

State 4 801442.47 879795.55 9.78% 530394.65 624827.21 17.80% 33.82% 28.98%

As stated in Section 4.4.1, Turbine 1 with a higher average heat rate is less efficient than Turbine

2. For this reason, the percentage increase in the expected SS value at State 2 attains a higher value
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Figure 4.9: Expected spark spread option based values of the power plant having two identical gas
turbines similar to Turbine 1.

of 413.63%(= 825789.57−160773.12
160773.12 ), whereas the percentage increase in the expected SS value at State

3 is 18.50%(= 853631.07−720358.67
720358.67 ). Also note that the expected CSS value at State 4, in absence

of switching flexibility, is approximately, 5.30 × 105, which is lower than that of, 5.85 × 105, at

State 3. Because operating both turbines (at State 4) induces more CO2 cost than operating only

Turbine 2 (at State 3) and Turbine 2 has a lower emission rate of 0.30 tCO2/MWh in comparison

to Turbine 1 with an emission rate of 0.45 tCO2/MWh. The reduction in the expected values under

CO2 emission restriction is also shown in Table 4.5. It is observed that the percentage reduction

in the expected CSS value with flexibility at State 4 is 28.98%(= 879795.55−624827.21
879765.55 ).

Figure 4.9 shows the expected spark spread option based values of the power plant, if the plant

has two identical gas turbines with the same mechanical characteristics. Figure 4.9 represents the

expected values, if Turbine 2 is replaced by Turbine 1. That is, the power plant now possesses two

turbines same as Turbine 1. The observations show that the expected value of the plant is reduced

because of using Turbine 1, which has a higher heat rate.

A comparison between the effect of modeling CO2 price as a mean–reverting and a geometric

Brownian motion is shown in Figure 4.10. The expected value of the power plant is higher when

CO2 price is assumed to follow a geometric Brownian motion in comparison to the expected value

when CO2 price is modeled as a mean–reverting process. Note that for the valuation of spark spread

option, Deng et al. (2001) also show that modeling price processes under the geometric Brownian

motion assumption overvalues the option in comparison to the modeling under the mean–reverting

price process assumption. This is because the volatility of a geometric Brownian motion grows

infinitely while the volatility of a mean–reverting process is bounded and in the long run decays to

σ2

2κ (see Equation (A.18)).

40



State 1 State 2 State 3 State 4
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

x 10
5

(a)

E
xp

ec
te

d 
cl

ea
n 

sp
ar

k 
sp

re
ad

(w
ith

ou
t s

w
itc

hi
ng

 f
le

xi
bi

lit
y)

 

 

State 1 State 2 State 3 State 4
4

4.5

5

5.5

6

6.5

7
x 10

5

(b)

E
xp

ec
te

d 
cl

ea
n 

sp
ar

k 
sp

re
ad

(w
ith

 s
w

itc
hi

ng
 f

le
xi

bi
lit

y)

 

 
CO

2
 price: mean reverting

CO
2
 price: Brownian motion

CO
2
 price: mean reverting

CO
2
 price: Brownian motion

Figure 4.10: Expected clean spark spread values using two different carbon price modeling ap-
proaches: (a) without flexibility, and (b) with flexibility.

4.8.2 Sensitivity to price volatilities

A power plant can reap the benefit of higher volatilities in electricity price by exercising the options

to operate at higher electricity prices. The sensitivity of the expected spark and clean spark spread

values of the power plant to changes in electricity price volatilities is demonstrated in Figure 4.11.

It is observed that the expected value of the power plant increases with the increase in electricity

price volatilities. Figure 4.11 also illustrates that the operational flexibility of switching adds value

to the power plant. Another point to note is that the expected values at State 3 change more rapidly

than those of at State 2. This reflects that Turbine 2 is more sensitive to the volatility changes in

electricity price than that of Turbine 1. The reason is that Turbine 2 has a higher efficiency with a

lower carbon emission rate and also with a lower maintenance cost. Figure 4.12 shows the effect of

changes in the volatility of electricity price on the expected clean spark spread option value with

respect to CO2 price process modeling approaches. It is observed that the expected clean spark

spread value is higher when the CO2 emission allowance prices are modeled as a Brownian motion.

Figure 4.13 shows the effect of natural gas price volatilities on the expected SS and CSS values.

A higher gas price volatility induces a higher uncertainty in the cost component of both SS and

CSS options. The higher volatilities in cost component, therefore, tend to pull down the value of

the plant as opposed to higher electricity price volatilities tend to increase the expected value of the

plant. Consequently, Figure 4.13 shows that an increase in the volatility of natural gas price tends

to reduce the power plant value. Due to the similar reason, Figure 4.14 shows that the expected

clean spark spread values of the power plant decrease with an increase in CO2 price volatilities.
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Figure 4.11: Expected spark and clean spark spread values of the power plant at different volatilities
of electricity price: (a) State 2 (without carbon cost), (b) State 2 (with carbon cost), (c) State 3
(without carbon cost), (d) State 3 (with carbon cost), (e) State 4 (without carbon cost), and (f)
State 4 (with carbon cost).
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Figure 4.12: Expected clean spark spread with respect to CO2 price processes: (a) without flexi-
bility, and (b) with flexibility.
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Figure 4.13: Expected spark and clean spark spread values of the power plant due to changes in
the natural gas price volatility: (a) State 2 (without carbon cost), (b) State 2 (with carbon cost),
(c) State 3 (without carbon cost), (d) State 3 (with carbon cost), (e) State 4 (without carbon cost),
and (f) State 4 (with carbon cost).
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Figure 4.14: Expected clean spark spread value with respect to changes in the CO2 price volatility:
(a) State 2 (without flexibility), (b) State 2 (with flexibility), (c) State 3 (without flexibility), (d)
State 3 (with flexibility), (e) State 4 (without flexibility), and (f) State 4 (with flexibility).
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4.8.3 Sensitivity to the mean–reverting speed of price

A higher mean–reverting speed tends to stabilize the price movement towards the long term mean

quickly. Therefore, the expected spark and clean spark spread option values of the power plant

decrease as the mean–reverting speed of electricity price increases. This is evident from Figure

4.15 that an increasing mean–reverting speed of electricity price decreases the expected value of

the power plant.
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Figure 4.15: Expected spark and clean spark spread values due to changes in the mean–reverting
speed of electricity price: (a) State 2 (without carbon cost), (b) State 2 (with carbon cost), (c)
State 3 (without carbon cost), (d) State 3 (with carbon cost), (e) State 4 (without carbon cost),
and (f) State 4 (with carbon cost).

Similarly, an increase in the mean–reverting speed of natural gas price tends to pull back the

price quickly to the long–term mean price that results in smaller changes in the price over time.

Since natural gas price is in the form of cost, the expected spark and clean spark spread option

values of the power plant increase (see Figure 4.16) with an increase of the mean–reverting speed

of natural gas price.
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Figure 4.16: Expected spark and clean spark spread values due to changes in the mean–reverting
speed of natural gas price: (a) State 2 (without carbon cost), (b) State 2 (with carbon cost), (c)
State 3 (without carbon cost), (d) State 3 (with carbon cost), (e) State 4 (without carbon cost),
and (f) State 4 (with carbon cost).
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4.8.4 Sensitivity to changes in the minimum capacities of turbines

A gas turbine’s minimum capacity is usually 10% of its maximum capacity. Figure 4.17 shows the

expected values of the power plant based on spark spread and clean spark spread options, if both

Turbine 1 and Turbine 2’s minimum capacities vary simultaneously from 5 MW to 50 MW. It is

observed that the expected values are not sensitive to the changes in the minimum capacities of

turbines. This is because when price movements are favorable, thus the spark spread is positive,

the power plant is operated at the maximum possible capacitates. When the spark spread is not

favorable, the operator does not run the power plant at all. The operation of the power plant here

is similar to a base load type power plant, which operates at its maximum capacities most of the

time.
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Figure 4.17: Expected spark and clean spark spread values with respect to the changes in the
minimum capacities of turbines.
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4.9 Summary

This chapter analyzes spark and clean spark spread option based valuation of a merchant power

plant with multiple natural gas–fired turbines. How operational flexibility of switching in accor-

dance with the correlated price movements affect the valuation of a power plant under environ-

mental restrictions, particularly in presence and absence of carbon allowance price, is investigated.

Electricity and natural gas prices are assumed to follow mean–reverting processes. In the clean

spark spread option based valuation, two cases are considered. In one case, CO2 allowance price is

assumed to follow a mean–reverting process; in another scenario, CO2 price is assumed to follow a

geometric Brownian motion. A comparison of these two cases is also presented. Results show that

presence of CO2 allowance cost reduces the value of the power plant, while operational flexibility

of switching among turbines in accordance with price movements adds value to the power plant. It

is also observed that for a power plant with two gas turbines, in presence of CO2 allowance cost,

operating an efficient gas turbine with a lower carbon emission rate may offer a higher expected

value than that of operating both turbines. Sensitivity tests with respect to electricity price volatil-

ities show that both spark and clean spark spread option based value of the power plant increases

with an increase in the electricity price volatility. However, an increase in the volatilities of natural

gas and CO2 prices reduces the expected power plant value. Sensitivity tests with respect to the

mean–reverting speed of prices show that an increase in the mean–reverting speed of electricity

price reduces the value of the power plant, whereas an increase in the mean–reverting speed of

natural price tends to increase the value of the power plant. In case of clean spark spread option

based valuation, it is found that modeling CO2 price as a Brownian motion overvalues the plant

in comparison to when CO2 allowance price is assumed to follow a mean–reverting process. In the

next chapter, the valuation model of a power plant with multiple turbines integrating spark spread

and weather options is discussed.
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Chapter 5

Integrating Weather Options in the

Valuation of a Power Plant with

Multiple Turbines

5.1 Introduction

Whims of weather also affect operations of a power plant. During a cold winter, an increased heating

requirement would induce an increased power demand from the power plant, which in turn, could

produce a higher payoff. However, if the winter is not–so–cold or mild, a lower heating requirement

could decrease the payoff. One of the solutions is to purchase daily weather options. Through

weather derivatives, a power plant can transfer its weather related uncertainties to a financial firm

willing to absorb the risk. This risk is contingent on a predetermined underlying weather variable,

for example, heating degree days (HDD) measured by summing up temperature degrees below a

base temperature, for example, 18◦C.

5.2 Integrating spark spread and weather options

For a power plant having G turbines, the plant can be at any of 2G states. Let s denote the possible

states of the plant defined by the different combinations of ‘on/off’ status of turbines. For example,

a power plant having two turbines can have four states denoted by s, such that s = (s1 s2 s3 s4)
′,

where s1 = [0 0] denotes that both Turbine 1 and Turbine 2 are at the ‘off’ state; s2 = [1 0]

represents that Turbine 1 is ‘on’ but Turbine 2 is ‘off’; and in similar fashion, s3 = [0 1], and

s4 = [1 1]. The prime notation refers to the transposition of a matrix. Therefore, s is a 4 × 2

matrix as s = (0 0; 1 0; 0 1; 1 1)′. The flexibility of switching, in this study, is defined as the
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ability of switching from one state to another state, for example, from s2 to s3 or from s4 to s3,

depending on the movement of prices and temperature.

For a gas turbine, g, generating qg MW of electricity, let H(qg) be the fuel input in MMBTu/hr.

H(qg) can be expressed as an input–output characteristic relationship as (Wood and Wollenberg

1996; Tseng et al. 2009):

H(qg) = ζ(Qe
g)(ag + bgqg + cgqg

2), (5.1)

where, coefficients, ag, bg, and cg are nonnegatives. The noload cost is represented by ag > 0,

bg > 0 implies the incremental heat rate and cg > 0 indicates that the cost function is convex. The

notion of ζ(Qe
g) is to incorporate the effect of environment temperature on the gas turbine power

generation, which in turn, affects the value of the spark spread option. A gas turbine performs

better in a cooler environment (Tseng et al. 2009). The adjusting factor, ζ(Qe
g), therefore, can be

expressed as:

ζ(Qe
g) = 1 +

(
Qe −Qd

g

∆Qd
g

)
Rc, (5.2)

where, Qe is the environment temperature, Qd
g is the design temperature for Turbine g, and ∆Qd

g

is the maximum allowable deviation of operating temperature from the design temperature for

Turbine g. When environment temperature, Qe, is equal to Qd
g, the adjusting factor, ζ(Qe

g) is

equal to 1. If Qe is different from Qd
g, the adjusting factor, ζ(Qe

g), varies linearly. Rc is an

empirical parameter, between 0 and 1, representing a measure in the cost function when environment

temperature deviates from the design temperature. The roles of ζ(Qe
g) and Rc along with changes

in electricity and natural gas prices in determining the feasible optimal power generation from a

turbine are illustrated in Section 5.2.1.

5.2.1 The spark spread option

The power plant owner buys the natural gas at a price of Pn in $/MMBTu, burns and converts it

into electric power and sells the electricity at a price of Pe in $/MWh. The plant earns a profit (in

$/hr) by running each turbine from the spark spread:

Ωg = qgPe −H(qg)Pn − qgvg

Ωg = qgPe − ζ(Qe
g)(ag + bgqg + cgqg

2)Pn − qgvg, (5.3)

where vg is the operation and maintenance cost per MWh and H(qg) is the fuel input in MMBTu/hr

for generating qg MW of electricity. The owner earns a profit, if the revenue from selling electricity

is more than the cost of burning natural gas and the cost of operation and maintenance.
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The optimal quantity of generation, q∗g , therefore, can be obtained by differentiating Equation

(5.3) with respect to qg and setting it to zero. The optimal generation q∗g is obtained as:

q∗g =
1

2cgζ(Qe
g)

(
Pe − vg

Pn
− ζ(Qe

g)bg

)
. (5.4)

Since a gas turbine has the minimum and maximum operating capacities of q
g
and qg respectively,

the optimal feasible operating quantity, q̂g becomes:

q̂g = max(q
g
,min(q∗g , qg)). (5.5)

Figure 5.1 demonstrates how ζ(Qe
g) and Rc along with the changes in prices affect the adjusting

factor, q̂g, and the optimal feasible generation from a turbine, q̂g, obtained by using Equation

(5.4). It is observed that ζ(Qe
g) varies with the environment temperature at different Rc. A higher

value of Rc induces a higher feasible power generation when the environment temperature is below

180C. As the temperature moves above 180C, a higher Rc value causes a lower power generation.

The equation thus captures the fact that “for every K (Kelvin) rise in ambient temperature above

ISO (International Organization for Standardization) conditions the gas turbine loses” its thermal

efficiency and useful power output (Sa and Zubaidy 2011). Another observation from Figure 5.1

shows that a higher electricity price also prompts the power plant to generate more power.
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Figure 5.1: The variations of the adjusting factor, ζ(Qe
g), and the optimal feasible operating quan-

tity, q̂g, with respect to environment temperature and prices at different Rc.

The value of the spark spread, Ωg, from each turbine of a power plant operating h hours per day,
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therefore, can be expressed by replacing qg in Equation (5.3) by q̂g as:

Ωg = h{q̂gPe − ζ(Qe)(ag + bg q̂g + cg q̂
2
g)Pn − q̂gvg} (5.6)

The value of spark spread at different states, s, of the power plant, can be expressed as:

Πs = s � (Ωg)
′ (5.7)

As an example, for a power plant with two turbines, the values of the spark spread at different

states can be expressed as:

Πs =

0 1 0 1

0 0 1 1

′

�

Ω1

Ω2

 (5.8)

The value of the spark spread options, πs, therefore, can be expressed as:

πs = max(0,Πs) (5.9)

5.2.2 The weather option

It is assumed that the plant owner, depending on the state of the plant, s, longs ns number of

weather put options for a premium of φ. If weather conditions behave as usual and the winter

is cold, the put option remains unexercised. However, if the winter is warm and the accumulated

HDD drops below the strike HDD, the plant owner exercises the option and earns a payoff from

exercising the option.

As shown in Figure 5.2, assume that the plant owner buy option from day t = 1 until day

t = T − tc + 1, where tc is the contract period over which HDD is accumulated. For example,

for a planning period from day t = 1 to day T = 15, i.e., [1, 15], the plant owner buys weekly

weather options on day t = 1 and exercises it on day t = tc = 7 contingent on the accumulation

of HDD from day 1 to day 7. He/she then buys options on day t = 2 and exercises it on day

t = tc + 1 = 7 + 1 = 8; and so on. Since weather option exercise is matured at t = tc, as seen

from Figure 5.2, for the period from t = tc to t = T , the payoffs come from both spark spread and

weather options; while for the period from t = 1 to t = tc − 1, the payoff is contributed by the

spark spread option only.

The profit, ω, from the weather option is realized from day t = tc to t = T and is given by:

ω = τ max(0,K −HDD)− φer(tc/250) for tc ≤ t ≤ T, (5.10)

where τ is tick size or payment per HDD, K is the strike HDD, tc is the weather derivative contract
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period, e.g., a weekly contract period, φ is the option premium and HDD refers to the average of

path dependent HDD accumulated over the contract period. As the degree–days derivative is alike

an Asian type option (Geman 2000), the mean of the path dependent HDD over the contract time

is taken to calculate the weather payoff.

5.2.3 Pricing weather derivatives

The pricing of temperature–based weather derivatives depends on the appropriate modeling of

the stochastic behavior of temperature. Dorfleitner and Wimmer (2010) mention that “there is

no general consensus regarding the question concerning how to price weather derivatives”. In the

literature, pricing mechanisms of weather derivatives range from the marginal utility technique (e.g.,

Davis 2001) to the simulation approach based on the Ornstein–Uhlenbeck process (e.g., Alaton et al.

2002) to an autoregressive temperature modeling approach (e.g., Benth et al. 2007). In this chapter,

Nelson and Ramaswamy (1990) binomial model is utilized to discretize the mean–reverting behavior

of temperature. The daily mean temperature Qt can be modeled as, Qt = wt + St, where St is the

seasonal component and wt is the deseasonalized stochastic component of the temperature, which

is assumed to follow a mean–reverting process (Benth et al. 2007). The step size is defined by

σw
√
dt. At any node, wt may jump up or down with the corresponding branch probabilities given

by ξ = min
[
1,max(0, 12 + κz(w̄ − wt)

√
dt/2σw)

]
and (1− ξ), respectively.

In order to retrieve the temperature, Qt, the deterministic annual seasonal component, St, is

added to the value of wt at each node of the lattice. A recursive function is applied to calculate

the expected HDD as follows:

HDDt = max
(
0, Q−Qt

)
+E[HDDt+1], (5.11)

where, Q is the base temperature, 180C, and Qt is the daily mean temperature. The option price,

t t tt t t t

tc=

t t t t t t t Tt

tc t  Tt T

Figure 5.2: The exercise of weather options.
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φ, is calculated as:

φ = τ ×max(0,K −HDD)e−rtc , (5.12)

where, τ is the tick size or the payment per HDD, K is the strike heating degree days, tc is the

contract period, and r is the risk free discount rate.

5.2.4 Number of contracts

The total profit of the plant is the summation of payoffs from the spark spread option, π, and

weather options, ω:

Θ = π + nω, (5.13)

where n (n ≥ 0) is the number of weather contracts to buy. Since an individual power plant owner

is interested only to reduce the variance of her own income relative to the variance of market prices

(McKinnon 1967), the variance minimization of the total payoff, Θ, yields the optimal number of

weather contracts to buy. Therefore, from Equation (5.13), the variance, V(Θ), can be defined as:

V(Θ) = V(π) + n2V(ω) + 2nγ
√

V(π)V(ω)

V(Θ) = σ2
π + n2σ2

ω + 2nγσπσω, (5.14)

where γ is the correlation coefficient between the payoff from the spark spread option and the payoff

from the weather option. Setting ∂V(Θ)
∂n = 0, the number of contracts, n, is as follows:

(2nσ2
ω + 2γσπσω) = 0

n = −γ
σπ
σω

(5.15)

Equation (5.15) implies that the number of weather contract is dependent on the ratio of the

volatilities of spark spread and weather option payoffs, and the correlation coefficient between the

payoff from spark spread and weather options. The implication of the negative sign in Equation

(5.15) is that while a lower HDD in a warmer winter would cause a reduced spark spread payoff,

π, it (i.e., the lower HDD) would incur a higher weather put option payoff, ω.

Since options are bought continuously from day t = 1 until day t = T − tc + 1 (see Figure 5.2),

the number of weather contracts, nst , depending on the state of the plant, can be written as:

nst = −γ{t+tc−1}
σπs{t+tc−1}

σω{t+tc−1}

for 1 ≤ t ≤ T − tc + 1. (5.16)
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The time subscript indicates decisions over the time. For example, at day t = 1, the decision to buy

the number of contracts depends on the value of the correlation coefficient and the volatilities of

spark spread and weather payoff by day 7. Similarly at day t = 2, the decision to buy the number

of contracts depends on the correlation coefficient and volatility parameters by day 8.

5.2.5 The value of the power plant

Payoff from spark spread option is realized at each interval of the lattice. Since a weather option is

matured after a contract period, tc, the weather option payoff is not realized during the period from

t = 1 to t = tc − 1 and the total payoff is obtained from the spark spread option only. Therefore,

the combination of payoffs from the spark spread and weather options, Θ, can be expressed as:

Θt(πs, ω) = πst for 1 ≤ t ≤ tc − 1, (Since ω = 0) (5.17)

Θt(πs, ω) = πst + ns{t−tc+1}ωt for tc ≤ t ≤ T (5.18)

The value of the plant is then determined as a summation of the current total profit plus the

discounted expected total profit from the next period by using a backward dynamic programming

approach. Therefore, the value of the plant, Wt, can be expressed by using a recursive function as

follows:

Wt = Θt(πs, ω) + e−r(∆t)Et[Wt+1]. (5.19)

The value of the power plant with the switching flexibility, Ft, can be expressed as:

Ft = Θt(πs, ω) + e−r(∆t)max{Et[Ft+1] + C((s)t,t+1)}, (5.20)

where C((s)t,t+1) is the switching cost from one state to another state of the power plant. For

example, if startup and shutdown costs for gas turbine 1 are Cu1 and Cd1, respectively; and for

turbine 2 are Cu2 and Cd2, respectively, then C((s)t,t+1) is a 4× 4 matrix as:

C((s)t,t+1) =


0 Cu1 Cu2 Cu1 + Cu2

Cd1 0 Cd1 + Cu2 Cu2

Cd2 Cu1 + Cd2 0 Cu1

Cd1 + Cd2 Cd2 Cd1 0

 . (5.21)

Operating constraints such as, startup, shutdown, ramp time and costs, minimum up and down

time, are usually measured hourly (Johnson and Miranda 2003). However, in the above cost matrix,

the switching costs are assumed to represent average daily costs taking into account all costs related
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to hourly operating constraints for a turbine. Since HDD is calculated on a daily basis, in order to

integrate weather option with spark spread option, a daily time–interval is chosen for the proposed

model.

5.3 Mean–reverting processes

For the valuation of a natural gas–fired power plant, a correlated movement of prices of electricity,

natural gas and corresponding temperature is needed. As stated in Section 2.6 and Section 3.2, tem-

perature dynamics and commodity prices are usually modeled by mean–reverting processes in the

literature, accordingly it is assumed that the prices of electricity and natural gas and temperature

follow mean–reverting processes in this chapter. Figure 5.3 shows the futures prices of electricity

and natural gas taken from European Energy Exchange (EEX) for the period of January, 2009

to December, 2010. The prices are converted to Canadian dollar (CAD) by using corresponding

daily exchange rates from Euro to CAD. The corresponding exchange rates are collected from the

historical data of the Bank of Canada so that these prices can be used as proxy prices for Canada.

Figure 5.4 shows the corresponding daily mean temperature for the city of Toronto, Canada, taken

from the website of Environment Canada.
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Figure 5.3: Futures prices of electricity in CAD/MWh (top) and natural gas futures prices in
CAD/MMBtu (bottom) from European Energy Exchange (EEX) scaled to Canadian dollar using
corresponding daily exchange rates from Euro to CAD.
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Figure 5.4: Corresponding daily mean temperature for the city of Toronto, Canada.

5.3.1 An estimation of mean–reverting process parameters

In order to estimate the process parameters, mean, speed of reversion and volatility, the mean–

reverting process is discretized into the first order auto–regression, AR(1), process (see Appendix

D). For example, in the case of the natural gas price process, the discretization can be expressed

as: ∆xt
∆t = α+ϱxt+ ϵt, where α is the intercept, ϱ is the slope of the linear regression line drawn by

minimizing the sum of the squared residuals, and ϵt ∼ N(0, σ2
x) are the residuals. These coefficients

of the discretized mean–reverting processes as respective AR(1) processes are shown in Table 5.1.

From Table 5.1, parameters obtained for the natural gas price process are: κx = |ϱ| = 1.6218,

Table 5.1: Mean–reverting parameters for price processes

Prices Coeff. Value Std. err. t–stats p–value

Natural gas α 2.0267 1.4266 1.4207 0.1560

ϱ -1.6218 1.0643 -1.5238 0.1282

Electricity α 7.3824 4.5049 1.6387 0.1019

ϱ -1.7249 1.0255 -1.6820 0.0932

Temperature α -1.8875 35.2917 -0.0535 0.9574

ϱ -110.6080 9.1162 -12.1331 0.0000

x̄ = α
|ϱ| = 1.2497, σx = std(residuals) ×

√
∆t = 0.23536, where ‘std’ stands for the standard

deviation. Similarly, for the electricity price process, ȳ = 4.28, κy = 1.7249, σy = 0.18568; and for

the temperature process, w̄ = −0.017065, κw = 110.6080, σw = 50.8004. Correlation coefficients of

respective price processes are: ρxy = 0.5397, ρyw = 0.0250, and ρwx = −0.0274.
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5.4 A numerical example

This section provides an example of the lattice based approach in details. Section 5.4.1 discusses the

construction of the lattice. Sections 5.4.2 and 5.4.3 show how to calculate the number of weather

contracts and the weather option payoff, respectively.

5.4.1 Lattice construction

A trivariate lattice is built according to the outline discussed in Section 3.3.2. Step sizes are de-

termined using Equations (3.4), (3.5), and (3.22). Following these step sizes, movements of the

logarithm values of natural gas prices, electricity prices and the stochastic component of temper-

ature are calculated at each node and at each time interval of the lattice. Corresponding branch

probabilities are calculated using Equations (3.31) - (3.38). Exponentials are taken to retrieve the

values of prices of natural gas and electricity. Seasonal part of temperature is added to the corre-

sponding stochastic component of temperature to retrieve the values of temperature at each node

and at each time interval. The values of spark spread option, number of contracts, and total payoff

are calculated at different states of the power plant. A recursive backward dynamic programming

approach is then applied to determine the value of the plant.

With initial values of x1 = ln(4.0), y1 = ln(70.0), and w1 = 8.5570, the step sizes are calculated

using Equations (3.4), (3.5), and (3.22), as: 0.0149(= 0.2354×
√

1/250), 0.0117(= 0.1857×
√

1/250)

and 3.2129(= 50.8004×
√

1/250), respectively. In the next step, the exponentials of xt and yt are

taken to retrieve the values of the natural gas price and electricity price, respectively, and the sinu-

soidal seasonal component of temperature, St, is added to wt to obtain the values of temperature.

Adding the seasonal component, S1 = −5.6338 to w1 = 8.5570, the initial temperature is obtained

as: 2.9232(= 8.5570 − 5.6338). Branch probabilities are calculated using Equations (3.31)–(3.38).

For example, between the layers at t = 1 and at t = 2, p∗uuu = 0.0, p∗uud = 0.3713, p∗udu = 0.0,

p∗udd = 0.0952, p∗duu = 0.0, p∗dud = 0.1350, p∗ddu = 0.3985, and p∗ddd = 0.0. The payoff from spark

spread options at each state of the plant at each node is calculated by using Equation (5.9) and

the payoff from weather option is calculated by using Equation (5.10). Figure 5.5 (top) shows the

movements of natural gas and electricity prices and temperature and Figure 5.5 (bottom) shows

the values of the spark spread options at different states along with the accumulated HDD.

5.4.2 Number of contracts

For exercising a weekly weather contract, if an option is bought at day t = 1, it is exercised at day

t = 7. Figure 5.6 shows a two dimensional projection of spark spread option payoff from the lattice

at State 2 of the power plant at t = 7. Figure 5.7 shows the weather option payoff at t = 7. The
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Figure 5.5: (Top) The lattice showing movements of natural gas price, electricity price and tem-
perature. (Bottom) The corresponding values of spark spread at different states of the plant and
accumulated HDD.

positive values in Figure 5.7 indicate profits from exercising weather options as a result of lower

average HDD values (less than the strike heating degree days, K). The negative values indicate

the expenses of paying the premium, since accumulated average path dependent HDD values in the

corresponding nodes of the lattice plane are higher than the strike heating degree days, K.

The standard deviation of the spark spread option payoff corresponding to Figure 5.6 is σπ =

25918.07 and the standard deviation of weather option payoff corresponding to Figure 5.7 σω =

829.04. The correlation coefficient, γ, is −0.5299. Therefore, the number of options, n, to buy at

t = 1 is determined from Equation (5.16) ns=2 = 16.57. In a similar fashion the number of weather

contracts obtained are: ns=1 = 0, ns=3 = 18.41, and ns=4 = 34.97. Note that MATLAB (version

8.3) functions ‘std2()’ and ‘corr2()’ are used to calculate the standard deviation of of a matrix and

the correlation coefficient between two matrices, respectively.
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Figure 5.6: Spark spread option payoffs at State 2 of the power plant at t = 7.
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Figure 5.7: Weather options payoff at t = 7.

5.4.3 Weather option payoff

The payoff from exercising weather options is calculated based on Equation (5.10). As discussed

in Section 5.2.2, for a weekly exercised weather options, the HDD is accumulated over seven days.

The tick size, τ , is $20 per HDD. The strike HDD, K, is taken as 10 yrs historical weekly mean of

the actual temperature data. The option premium to ba paid at t = 1 is calculated from Equation

(5.12) and is found to be 303.98.

5.5 Numerical results

The power plant characteristics including turbine generation capacities, input–output coefficients,

operations hour per day, plant operations and maintenance costs, startup and shutdown costs are

assumed to be similar as in Chapter 4 described in Section 4.4.1 and Section 4.8. For the sake of

simplicity, Qd
g is assumed to be 180C and ∆Qd

g is assumed to be 15.560C (Tseng et al. 2009). The

market price of risk, λ, for temperature in this Chapter is assumed to be a constant with a value

equal to zero. However, a sensitivity test with respect to the market price of risk for temperature

is also presented in Section 5.5.4, if the market price of risk varies from 0 to 0.40.
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5.5.1 The expected value of the power plant

The expected value of the power plant at different states of the plant under different winter condi-

tions is shown in Figure 5.8. The observations deduced from this result are: (i) When the monthly

expected HDD is high, representing a cooler winter in the month of January, the power plant’s

expected value is contributed by the spark spread option only. (ii) When the month of January is

not–so–cold with a lower HDD, the expected value from the spark spread option tends to moving

downward. The weather put option is then began to be exercised as the winter becomes warmer.

The power plant’s expected value is then contributed from exercising the weather put option. (iii)

The consequence of using weather option is more identifiable at State 4, when both turbines are

operating. While the expected spark spread option value drops sharply at State 4 at lower expected

HDD values, exercises of weather put option add value to this downward the spark spread option

value and raise the overall expected value of the power plant. (iv) The historical monthly average

HDD for the month of January in the city of Toronto, Canada over the period of 2005–2015 is

around 720, while the maximum monthly HDD is 830 and the minimum monthly HDD is 552.

Figure 5.8 shows that when the expected HDD value falls below 650 at State 4, the weather option

gets exercised and contributes to the power plant’s expected value. However, at states 2 and 3, the

weather put option gets exercised at around the HDD value of 630, representing a more warmer

winter. (v) The ‘solid’ line in the figure represents the expected value with switching flexibility of

the power plant. It is observed that the flexibility adds values to the power plant. The expected

value of the power plant with switching flexibility is higher than the expected value of the plant

without switching flexibility. Because, the power plant tends to switch from a lower plant value to

a higher plant value and thus adds more value to the power plant. When both turbines of the plant

are in operation at State 4, the expected values with and without switching flexibility merges, as

there is no room for switching to a state with a higher expected value. (vi) It is observed that for

a more warmer winter condition, around the expected HDD of 620, the payoff from exercising the

weather option increases sharply. However, weather derivative contracts can be capped in order to

create a liquid market active with potential buyers and sellers (Geman 2000).

Similar to observations for the month of January is found in Figure 5.9 for the month of February.

The weather option begins to play its role in the course of warmer winter, when the expected

monthly HDD falls below 410 at State 4, and 390 at states 2 and 3. Note that the historical

monthly mean HDD for the month of February over the period of 2005–2015 is around 600. The

results obtained from the proposed model reflects that while the expected HDD is higher than the

historical mean HDD indicating a cooler February, the weather put option remains unexercised.

On the other hand, when the expected HDD is lower than the historical mean HDD representing
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Figure 5.8: Expected value of the power plant with and without weather options at different
expected HDD in the month of January: (a) State 2, (b) State 3, and (c) State 4.

a milder winter, the weather put options get exercised and contributes to the expected value of

the power plant. In a more warmer winter, the payoff from wether option becomes active and

contributes more to the expected value of the power plant.

Figure 5.10 shows the expected value of the power plant over a season of two–month period of

January and February. It is observed that as the HDD increases with a cooler winter season, the

expected value based on spark spread option increases. There is, on the other hand, an increasing

trend in the expected value from the integrated spark spread and weather options as the season

becomes warmer.

Figure 5.11 shows how the different values of Rc affect the expected value of the power plant.

The expected values of the power plant both with and without weather put options increase as the

value of Rc increases. The reason is that a higher value of Rc induces more power generation in

a cold environment temperature. The discussion in Section 5.2.1 also corroborates this fact. It is

also observed in Figure 5.11 that the expected spark spread option value starts to diminish at a

lower HHD in a warmer winter, while the expected payoff from the weather option begins to be
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Figure 5.9: The expected values of the power plant with and without weather options at different
expected HDD in the month of February: (a) State 2, (b) State 3, and (c) State 4.

activated.

5.5.2 Sensitivity of the expected value to changes in the volatilities

To examine the effect of volatilities, the volatility parameters are varied ±10% from the value

stated in Section 5.3.1. For the month of February, Figure 5.12 shows the expected value of the

power plant with and without using weather derivatives as the electricity volatility increases. It is

observed that the expected value of the power plant with and without using weather derivatives

increases as the electricity volatility increases.

Figure 5.13 shows the effect of varying the the natural gas price volatility on the power plant’s

expected value. It is observed that the expected value from spark spread option tends to decreases

as the natural gas price volatility increases. A higher uncertainty in the natural gas price represents

a higher uncertainty in the cost component of the expected value, that in turn, results in a reduced

expected value. The decreasing trend in the spark spread option value triggers the weather option
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Figure 5.10: The expected values of the power plant with and without weather options at different
expected HDDs over the winter season combining the months of January and February: (a) State
2, (b) State 3, and (c) State 4.

payoff to be exercised and hence the expected power plant value using weather option along with

spark spread option tends to increase as the volatility of natural gas price increases.

The effect of temperature volatility on the power plant’s expected value is shown in Figure

5.14. As the uncertainty in temperature increases, the expected values of the power plant tends

to increase. It is also observed that weather option adds higher values at the higher temperature

volatility.

5.5.3 Sensitivity of the expected value to changes in the correlation coefficient

Figure 5.15 shows the effect of the correlation coefficient between electricity prices and temperature

on the expected value of the power plant for the month of February. It is observed that the expected

value from the spark spread option tends to decrease as the the correlation coefficient moves from −1

to +1. The negative correlation coefficient refers that the electricity price and temperature moves

in opposite direction. As the electricity price increases, the expected value tends to increase and

at the same time due to negative correlation, the decreasing temperature also tends to increase the
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Figure 5.11: Expected value of the power plant with and without weather options at different values
of Rc: (a) State 2, (b) State 3, and (c) State 4.

expected spark spread option value. For this reason, when the correlation coefficient is negative, the

expected value from the spark spread option is higher than that of when the correlation coefficient

is positive. When the coefficient of correlation is positive, the weather option tends to add values to

the downward spark spread option values. The reverse phenomenon is observed in Figure 5.16 with

respect to changes in the correlation coefficient between the natural gas prices and temperature.

Weather option tends to add values when the correlation coefficient between the natural gas prices

and temperature is negative.

5.5.4 Sensitivity of the expected value to market price of risk for temperature

As discussed in Section 3.1, for a non traded variable like temperature deducting the risk premium

from the process drift would provide a risk–neutral valuation world. The risk premium is dependent

on the market price of risk. Cao and Wei (2004) study the market price risk for temperature based

on the Lucas equilibrium asset–pricing model. They conclude that the market price of risk for
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Figure 5.12: Sensitivity of the expected value of the power plant to the changes in electricity price
volatility: (a) State 2, (b) State 3, and (c) State 4.

temperature can be approximated to be zero when the correlations between the temperature process

and the consumption are very low and/or the risk aversion is low. Figure 5.17 shows the sensitivity

of the expected value of the plant with respect to market price of risk for temperature as it changes

from 0 to 0.40. It is observed that as the market price of risk increases, the expected values of the

plant also increases. Since an increasing market price of risk reduces the temperature drift, the

heating degree days then tend to increase that results in an increase in the expected spark spread

option value of the plant. However, the increasing trend of the expected value from exercising the

weather option tends to slow down as the market price of risk for temperature increases.
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Figure 5.13: Sensitivity of the expected value of the power plant to the changes in natural gas price
volatility: (a) State 2, (b) State 3, and (c) State 4.
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Figure 5.14: Sensitivity of the expected value of the power plant to the changes in temperature
volatility: (a) State 2, (b) State 3, and (c) State 4.
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Figure 5.15: The expected value of the power plant with respect to the correlation coefficient
between electricity price and temperature: (a) State 2, (b) State 3, and (c) State 4.
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Figure 5.16: The expected value of the power plant with respect to the correlation coefficient
between natural gas price and temperature: (a) State 2, (b) State 3, and (c) State 4.
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Figure 5.17: Expected value of the power plant with respect to the market price of risk for tem-
perature.

70



5.6 Summary

This chapter investigates the integration of spark spread and weather options for valuing a natural

gas–fired power plant with multiple turbines. The motivation is to examine the implication of

incorporating the environment temperature into the spark spread option based valuation model.

The model utilizes the fact that a gas turbine usually performs better in a cooler environment.

Moreover, a cooler winter prompting more heating requirements could generate a higher payoff

from exercising the spark spread option. On the other hand, a not–so–cold winter, as referred to a

warmer winter, causing a lower heating requirements is expected to generate a lower spark spread

option value of the power plant. In an anticipation of a warm winter, the power plant owner could

opt a long position in a temperature–based weather put option, which can be exercised when the

accumulated heating degree days drops below a threshold or strike heating degree day. Against

this backdrop, a lattice based numerical approach has been presented that depicts the correlated

movement of electricity price, natural gas price and temperature. All of these three variables are

assumed to follow mean reverting processes.

The power plant is assumed to possess multiple turbines. The turn–on and turn-off capabilities

of these turbines according to the price movements and temperature behavior allow the power plant

to be at different states and provide an opportunity of flexibility of switching among the states. The

model determines the number of weather contracts to buy at each state of the plant by minimizing

the variance of the total payoff. The expected values of the power plant with and without utilizing

switching flexibility along with and without weather options are presented.

Results demonstrate that the expected value of the plant based on the spark spread option is

higher in a cooler winter than that of in a warmer winter. However, the downward trend in the

expected value in a warmer winter could be compensated by exercising the weather put option,

when the expected HDD falls below the contract or strike heating degree day. It is found that as

the expected HDD drops, denoting a more warmer winter, the expected value of the plant tends to

increase by the exercises of the weather option. It is also observed that the flexibility of switching

among the different states of the power plant adds values to the plant.

Sensitivity tests with respect to the changes in volatilities and the correlation coefficients are

also presented. With the numerical setup used in this thesis, it is observed that the expected

value of the power plant increases with an increase in the electricity price volatility. An increase

in the volatility of the natural gas price, however, tends to decrease the expected spark spread

option value, while the expected value from weather option tends to increase. It is observed that

an increase in temperature volatility increases the expected values of the power plant. With regard

to the changes in the correlation coefficients, it is observed that weather option adds values to the
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power plant when the correlation coefficient between the electricity prices and temperature changes

from 0 to +1. On the other hand, when the correlation coefficient between the natural gas prices

and temperature is negative, weather option adds values to the power plant. The next chapter

presents the valuation model for pricing weather option.
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Chapter 6

The Valuation of Temperature–based

Weather Options

6.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the valuation model for pricing weather derivatives. Several studies in the

literature outline the pricing problems of weather derivatives. The Ornstein–Uhlenbeck mean–

reverting process in different forms dominates the literature on modeling the stochastic behavior

of temperature. Examples include Dornier and Queruel (2000), Alaton et al. (2002), Brody et al.

(2002), Benth and Šaltytė–Benth (2005), and Benth et al. (2007). However, a single stochastic

process may not be able to describe the dynamics of temperature appropriately and a switching

behavior for temperature from one stochastic process to another may exist. This type of modeling

approach leads to regime–switching models for temperature, in which temperature undergoes dis-

crete shifts in mean and volatility as latent states. A variety of regime–switching models can be

developed based on different stochastic processes for temperature in different regimes. Accordingly,

the one of the objectives of this thesis is to examine different regime–switching models captur-

ing the temperature dynamics and compare their performance with a single–regime model. Three

Markov regime–switching models are proposed and their performances are compared with that of

a single–regime Ornstein–Uhlenbeck mean–reverting model.

Model 1 assumes that daily temperature switches between two regimes: one regime is governed

by a mean–reverting process and the other by a Brownian motion. Model 2 assumes that daily

temperature switches between two regimes and each regime is governed by a Brownian motion.

Model 3 assumes that each regime is governed by a mean–reverting process in which the mean

and speed of the mean–reversion remain the same, but only the volatility switches between the

states. Each Markov regime–switching model is represented by a pentanomial lattice. Model
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4 assumes that daily temperature follows a mean–reverting process, which is represented by a

binomial lattice proposed by Nelson and Ramaswamy (1990). For each of these four models, the

average expected monthly and seasonal HDD (CDD) are calculated and then they are compared

with the actual average monthly and seasonal HDD (CDD), respectively. This part of the research

has been published in Elias et al. (2014).

6.2 Two-state regime-switching models for Toronto temperature

data

The regime–switching behavior in electricity prices is prompted by spikes that are often caused by

short–term instability between supply and demand (Huisman and Mahieu 2003). Similarly, abrupt

changes in temperature — caused by a combination of several factors including latitude, intensity

of solar circulation, land and water surface areas, ocean currents, elevation, and clear skies (Ahrens

2006) — induce the regime–switching behavior in temperature. The presence of abrupt changes in

the annual and seasonal temperature time series in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) is detected

by Mohsin and Gough (2010). A report from Environment Canada (Francis and Hengeveld 1998)

states that“climates of the past, rather than changing gradually, have sometimes shown a tendency,

at least regionally, to switch abruptly to a radically different mode.” Studies find that temperature

is the main impetus for switching the climate’s state abruptly to a different radical mode. The

Environment Canada report also states that a shift of 0.5◦C increase in the mean temperature

would increase the number of hot days above 35◦C by 25% in Victoria, Australia. In the city

of Toronto, an increase of 4◦C in the mean temperature would increase the number of hot days

above 30.5◦C from 1 in 10 days to 1 in 2 days, i.e., from 10% to 50%, in a summer (Francis and

Hengeveld 1998). Huisman (2008) also shows that a shift in mean temperature induces regime–

switching behavior in electricity prices and increases the probability of spike occurrences. These

factors provide clues to examine the regime–switching behavior of Toronto temperatures.

The average daily temperature of Toronto, Canada, as measured at Pearson International Air-

port from January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2008, for a total of 1461 days was collected from the

website of National Climate Data and Information Archive of Canada.1 The temperature ranges

from a minimum of −20.3◦C to a maximum of 31.5◦C. The average temperature on day t, Qt, can

1When dealing with weather data, data cleaning is important before any pricing method is applied. There are
two types of temperature data: ‘synoptic’ and ‘climate’. ‘Synoptic’ data are used for immediate feeding into weather
forecast without data cleaning and quality checking. ‘Climate’ data are purely preserved for historical purpose and
therefore pass through several levels of data cleaning and quality control in order to remove absurd values and fill
gaps. Because of higher level of accuracy and reliability, ‘climate’ data are used for weather contracts (Jewson and
Brix 2005). The data used in this study are obtained from Environment Canada’s database of historical ‘climate’
data and can be used reliably for weather contracts.
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be modeled as the sum of the deseasonalized stochastic component, wt, and deterministic annual

seasonality component, St, as follows:

Qt = wt + St. (6.1)

St can be further approximated as:

St = A1 sin[2π(t+A2)/365] +A3t+A4, (6.2)

where A1, A2, A3 and A4 are constants (e.g., Weron 2007). The values of these constants shown in

Table 6.1 are estimated by a Gauss–Newton non–linear least square regression on time t, where t =

1, 2, . . . , 1461, using a RATS (Regression Analysis of Time Series) function named “NLLS” (Enders

2003). Figure 6.1 (top) shows the average daily temperature (average over daily minimum and

maximum) along with the fitted seasonality component, St. After removing St, the deseasonalized

stochastic component,wt, can be expressed as: wt = Qt − St.
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Figure 6.1: (Top) Average daily temperature (in Celcius), Qt, with seasonality, St.
(Bottom) Deseasonalized stochastic component, wt.

In this study, the temperature dataset of Toronto, Canada, is examined for the regime switching

behavior. The regime–switching parameters are estimated using the log-likelihood function maxi-

mized by the Broyden–Fletcher–Goldfarb–Shanno (BFGS) method in RATS (Brooks 2009). Figure

6.2 (top) shows the presence of two regimes (or states) in solid and dashed lines and Figure 6.2

(bottom) depicts the smoothed probability of being in the corresponding states. To clearly show
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Table 6.1: Coefficients of St, the deterministic component of Toronto average daily temperature

Variable Coefficient Standard error T–statistic p–value

A1 13.94 0.16 86.05 0.00

A2 -115.62 0.68 -168.91 0.00

A3 -0.001 0.00 -3.21 0.00

A4 9.69 0.23 41.78 0.00

the two states (regimes), a snapshot of the first five hundred days of the dataset is taken. The

regime parameters based on daily temperature data are reported in Table 6.2 in Section 6.4.1.
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Figure 6.2: The smoothed probability of being in two states.

6.3 The Models

This section develops three regime–switching models and one single–regime model and their under-

lying processes along with construction of corresponding lattices for each model.

6.3.1 Model 1: With a mean–reverting process and a Brownian motion

A two–state regime–switching model for the stochastic component of the temperature, wt, can

be represented by wt,i, if wt is in regime i, with unconditional probability pi, for i = 1, 2, where
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∑2
i=1 pi = 1. Accordingly,

wt =

 wt,1 if wt is in regime 1 with probability p1, where dwt,1 = κw(w̄ − wt,1)dt+ σ1dBw,

wt,2 if wt is in regime 2 with probability p2, where dwt,2 = µ2dt+ σ2dBw,
(6.3)

where κw is the speed and w̄ is the mean of the mean–reverting process, µ2 is the mean of the Brow-

nian motion, σ1 and σ2 are the volatilities of the mean-reverting and Brownian motion processes,

respectively, and dBw is the increment of the Wiener process. Since temperature is non–tradable,

it is necessary to determine the risk-neutral equivalent drift that reflects the risk of the option. The

risk-neutral equivalent drift is obtained by subtracting the risk premium from the actual growth

rate. The amount of the risk premium depends on the market price of risk. Therefore, if the market

price of risk is known, the risk-neutral equivalent drift can be computed (Wahab et al. 2010). Cao

and Wei (2004) assess the significance of the market price of risk in the valuation of weather futures

and options based on the extended Lucas equilibrium asset–pricing model, in which uncertainties

in economy are simulated by aggregate dividend (i.e., total consumption) and a state variable rep-

resented by temperature. They find that the market price of risk is significant, if the correlation

between the aggregate dividend and temperature is high and the risk aversion parameter is also

high. Their empirical study finds the largest risk premium of 11.61% for call options for the city

of Dallas, USA. It may also be noted, referring to Hull (2002), that ‘the market price of risk is not

dependent on the nature of the derivative and at any time the market price of risk must be the same

for all derivatives that are dependent on the same underlying variable.’ Accordingly, considering

the same market price of risk, λ, for both regimes, in Equation (6.3), w̄ is replaced by (w̄−λσ1/κw)

and µ2 is replaced by µ2−λσ2 (Weron 2007). In a two–state regime–switching model, there are four

transition probabilities in the Markov chain for the evolution of the unobserved latent indicator

variable and given by Equation (3.39). To construct the lattice, the step size of the regime modeled

by the mean–reverting process is defined as (e.g., Nelson and Ramaswamy 1990):

∆̂1 = σ1
√
∆t. (6.4)

The step size of the other regime modeled by the Brownian motion can be defined as (e.g., Bollen

1998):

∆̂2 =
√

µ2
2(∆t)2 + σ2

2∆t, (6.5)

where ∆t represents the time interval between two layers of the lattice (see Appendix E). Note

that ∆t can be chosen sufficiently small to make all conditional branch probabilities positive.
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In order to develop a pentanominal lattice for the two–state regime–switching model, each

regime is represented by a trinomial lattice and the middle branch is shared by both regimes. To

reduce the number of nodes in the lattice, the nodes are merged by adjusting the step size of

one regime as follows, so that the step sizes of two regimes have a 1:2 ratio. Let the step sizes

of regimes 1 and 2, be given by ∆̂1 in (6.4) and ∆̂2 in (6.5), respectively. Define the indices

k1 := argmin{∆̂i : i = 1, 2} and k2 := argmax{∆̂i : i = 1, 2}, and set ∆i = ∆̂ki for i = 1, 2. Thus,

∆1 < ∆2 holds, and define ∆ = max
i

{∆i
i }. Let ∆ = ∆i

i (i.e., ∆i
i >

∆j

j ), then the step size of ∆j

should be adjusted according to Equation (6.6).

∆j =


∆i, if j = i,

j∆i
i , if j ̸= i.

(6.6)

For each trinomial lattice, the three conditional branch probabilities for the upward, middle, and

downward branches, respectively can be determined by matching the moments implied by the lattice

to the moments implied by the distribution of the underlying process of the corresponding regime

(Wahab et al. 2010).

For the mean-reverting process:

℘∆j , u
=



1
2

[
∆j

2

(j
∆i
i
)2

+
κw(w̄−wt,1)∆t

j
∆i
i

]
if 0 ≤ 1

2

[
∆j

2

(j
∆i
i
)2

+
κw(w̄−wt,1)h

j
∆i
i

]
≤ 1,

0, if 1
2

[
∆j

2

(j
∆i
i
)2

+
κw(w̄−wt,1)∆t

j
∆i
i

]
< 0,

1, otherwise.

(6.7)

℘∆j , d
=



1
2

[
∆j

2

(j
∆i
i
)2

− κw(w̄−wt,1)∆t

j
∆i
i

]
if 0 ≤ 1

2

[
∆j

2

(j
∆i
i
)2

− κw(w̄−wt,1)∆t

j
∆i
i

]
≤ 1,

0, if 1
2

[
∆j

2

(j
∆i
i
)2

− κw(w̄−wt,1)δt

j
∆i
i

]
< 0,

1, otherwise.

(6.8)

℘∆j , m
=

 0, if i = j,

1− ℘∆j , u
− ℘∆j , d

, otherwise.
(6.9)
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For the Brownian motion:

℘∆j , u
=

1

2

[
∆j

2

(j∆i
i )

2
+

µj∆t

(j∆i
i )

]
, (6.10)

℘∆j , d
=

1

2

[
∆j

2

(j∆i
i )

2
− µj∆t

(j∆i
i )

]
, (6.11)

℘∆j , m
= 1− ℘∆j , u

− ℘∆j , d
. (6.12)

To determine the expected HDD or CDD using the lattice defined above, a three-step procedure

is utilized: (1) develop a lattice for the stochastic component, wt, of the temperature; (2) add the

deterministic annual seasonal component, St, to the value of wt at each node of the lattice, to depict

the behavior of the temperature, Qt; and (3) calculate the expected HDD or CDD. For example,

the lattice is initialized at the root node with the stochastic component of the temperature. The

step sizes of the lattice are determined by using Equations (6.4) and (6.5). Necessary adjustments

are made to merge the nodes efficiently as stated in Equation (6.6).

To calculate the expected HDD, the dynamic programming approach is used. For example, at

a given node in period t,

HDDt,i = max
(
0, Q−Qt

)
+

2∑
j=1

γij (E[HDDt+1,j ]) for i = 1, 2, (6.13)

where HDDt,i is the expected HDD at a given node in regime i at period t. Expectations of future

conditional HDD, E[HDDt+1,i], are taken using the appropriate conditional branch probabilities.

6.3.2 Model 2: With two Brownian motions

In this two–state regime–switching model, where each regime is governed by a Brownian motion,

the stochastic component, wt, of the temperature can be represented by wt,i, if zt is in regime i,

with unconditional probability pi, for i = 1, 2, where
∑2

i=1 pi = 1. Accordingly,

wt =

 wt,1 if wt is in regime 1 with probability p1, where dwt,1 = µ1dt+ σ1dBw,

wt,2 if wt is in regime 2 with probability p2, where dwt,2 = µ2dt+ σ2dBw,
(6.14)

where µi and σi are the mean and volatility of the Brownian motion in regime i, and dBw is the

increment of the Wiener process. The step sizes of the regimes can be determined by Equation

(6.15):

∆̂i =
√

µ2
i (∆t)2 + σ2

i∆t, for i = 1, 2. (6.15)
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As discussed in Section 6.3.1, a pentanominal lattice for the two–state regime–switching model

is developed by adjusting the step size of one regime so that the step sizes of two regimes have a

1:2 ratio. The branch probabilities are then obtained by matching the moments of the lattice to

the moments of the distributions and given by Equations (6.16) to (6.18) (Wahab and Lee 2009):

℘∆j , u
=

1

2

[
∆j

2

(j∆i
i )

2
+

µj∆t

(j∆i
i )

]
, (6.16)

℘∆j , d
=

1

2

[
∆j

2

(j∆i
i )

2
− µj∆t

(j∆i
i )

]
, (6.17)

℘∆j , m
= 1− ℘∆j , u

− ℘∆j , d
. (6.18)

Finally, the same three–step procedure presented in Section 6.3.1 is used to calculate the expected

HDD or CDD using this lattice.

6.3.3 Model 3: With two mean–reverting processes

In this two–state regime–switching model, where each regime is governed by a mean–reverting

process, the stochastic component, wt, of the temperature can be represented by wt,i, if wt is in

regime i, with unconditional probability pi, for i = 1, 2, where
∑2

i=1 pi = 1. Accordingly,

wt =

 wt,1 if zt is in regime 1 with probability p1, where dwt,1 = κw(w̄ − wt,1)dt+ σ1dBw,

wt,2 if wt is in regime 2 with probability p2, where dwt,2 = κw(w̄ − wt,2)dt+ σ2dBw,
(6.19)

where κw is the speed and w̄ is the mean of the mean–reverting process that remain the same in

each regime, but volatilities of the mean-reverting processes, σ1 and σ2 switches between regimes

or states, and dBw is the increment of the Wiener process.

Following the three–step procedure described in Section 6.3.1, a pentanomial lattice is con-

structed for which the step size of each regime is calculated by Equation (6.4). The branch proba-

bilities for each lattice are determined by Equations (6.7) to (6.9). The expected HDD is calculated

by Equation (6.13).

6.3.4 Model 4: With a single mean–reverting process

The binomial lattice presented in Nelson and Ramaswamy (1990) is applied to model the stochastic

component, wt, of the temperature by a mean–reverting process. The step size is defined by

Equation (6.4). At any node, wt may jump up or down with the corresponding branch probabilities
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given by Equations (6.20) and (6.21):

℘∆j , u
=


1
2 +

√
∆tκw(w̄ − wt)/2σ if 0 ≤ 1

2 +
√
∆tκw(w̄ − wt)/2σ ≤ 1

0, if 1
2 +

√
∆tκw(w̄ − wt)/2σ < 0

1, otherwise

(6.20)

℘∆j , d
= 1− ℘∆j , u

. (6.21)

Using this binomial lattice, the same three–step procedure as presented in Section 6.3.1 is

utilized to calculate the expected HDD or CDD. However, in the binomial lattice, the recursive

function of the dynamic programming approach is modified as follows:

HDDt = max
(
0, Q−Qt

)
+ (E[HDDt+1]) . (6.22)

6.4 Numerical examples

This section discusses the implementation of the models developed using numerical examples. To

illustrate details of these models, four–period (four-day) lattices are presented as examples for

Model 1. Since Model 2 and Model 3 are also two–state regime–switching models, they follow the

same procedure and steps illustrated for Model 1. Section 6.4.4 shows the lattice construction and

HDD calculations presented for Model 4, which is based on a single–regime approach.

6.4.1 Model 1: With a mean–reverting process and a Brownian motion

For the model described in Section 6.3.1, the regime parameters are obtained by discretizing Equa-

tion (6.3) for regime 1 as a first order autoregressive AR(1) form of ∆wt,1 = α1 + ϱ1wt−1 + ϵt,1 and

regime 2 as a regressive form of ∆wt,2 = α2+ϵt,2, where α1 and α2 are the intercepts, ϱ1 is the slope

or the first order coefficient of AR(1), ϵt,1 ∼ N(0, σ1) and ϵt,2 ∼ N(0, σ2) (Alexander 2008). Table

6.2 shows the parameters obtained that are estimated using the log-likelihood function maximized

by the BFGS method (Brooks 2009).

Accordingly, the speed, κw, and the mean, w̄, of regime 1 are calculated respectively by using

the relationships between the continuous time mean–reverting process and discretized AR(1) as

b1 = (1 + κw)
−1 and α1 = (w̄κw)(1 + κw)

−1 (Alexander 2008). The intercept α2 is interpreted as

the mean of regime 2 (Brooks 2008). These parameters are given in Table 6.3.
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Table 6.2: Estimated regime coefficients for Model 1

Variable Coefficient Standard error T–statistic p–value

γ11 0.90 0.07 12.22 0.00

γ22 0.79 0.20 4.03 0.00

α1 -0.18 0.18 -0.99 0.32

ϱ1 -0.01 0.03 -0.42 0.67

α2 0.35 0.36 0.96 0.33

σ1 3.80 0.17 22.21 0.00

σ2 1.85 0.49 3.77 0.00

Table 6.3: Regime parameters for Model 1

Regime 1 Value Regime 2 Value

κw 99.00 – –

w̄ -0.18 µ2 0.35

σ1 3.80 σ2 1.85

To construct the corresponding lattice, the step sizes ∆̂1 = 3.80 and ∆̂2 = 1.88 are obtained

from Equations (6.4) and (6.5), respectively. According to Section 6.3.1, since ∆̂2 is less than half

of ∆̂1, ∆̂2 is increased from 1.88 to 1.90 (i.e., half of the step size of 3.80 of regime 1) to efficiently

merge the nodes of the lattice. The lattice expands in the forward direction with an increase in the

number of nodes in accordance with (4t− 3), where t is the number of periods in the lattice.

The branch probabilities for the mean–reverting process (regime 1) are obtained using Equa-

tions (6.7) to (6.9). Since the step–size of this regime is unchanged, the middle branch probability

is zero. Table 6.4 shows the other two branch probabilities of nodes from A to F in Figure 6.3.

Table 6.4: Branch probabilities for the mean–reverting process in Model 1

Node Upward Downward

A 0.44 0.56

B 0.31 0.69

C 0.38 0.62

D 0.44 0.56

E 0.51 0.48

F 0.58 0.42

The upward, middle, and downward branch probabilities for the Brownian motion (regime 2)

are calculated as 0.05, 0.94, and 0.01, respectively, using Equations (6.10) to (6.12). Following the

three–step procedure described in Section 6.3.1, Figure 6.3(a) shows a four–day pentanomial lattice

for wt for the month of December, 2008. If wt is in regime 1 at node A, it can stay in regime 1

(nodes B and F) or switch to regime 2 (i.e., nodes C, D, and E) in the next period. Similarly, if wt
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is in regime 2 at node A, it can stay in regime 2 or switch to regime 1 in the next period. The lattice

is initialized with wt = 1.34 on December 1st. In the next period, the values of wt at nodes B and

C are 1.34+ 2× 1.90 = 5.14 and 1.34+ 1.90 = 3.24 respectively. The temperature is now retrieved

by adding corresponding St = −0.04,−0.23,−0.42, and −0.60 of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th of De-

cember. The temperature on December 1st is retrieved as wt+St = 1.34+(−0.04) = 1.3 at node A

in Figure 6.3(b). In the next day, the temperature at node B is obtained as: 5.14+ (−0.23) = 4.91

and at node C as: 3.24 + (−0.23) = 3.01.
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Figure 6.3: (a) A pentanomial lattice (for a mean-reverting process and a Brownian motion) for the
stochastic component of temperature. (b) The corresponding pentanomial lattice for the behavior
of temperature.

The value of HDD is calculated as max(0, 18 − 12.14) = 5.86 at the topmost node in the last

period of Figure 6.4. Applying Equation (6.13), the expected HDD is now calculated, for example,

in period 2 of Figure 6.4, at node B, as:

43.30 = max(0, 18− (4.91)

+ 0.90× (0.31× 21.38 + 0.0× 28.05 + 0.69× 34.72)

+ 0.10× (0.05× 23.28 + 0.94× 26.98 + 0.01× 30.67) (6.23)

40.71 = max(0, 18− (4.91))

+ 0.21× (0.31× 21.38 + 0.0× 28.05 + 0.69× 34.72)

+ 0.79× (0.05× 23.28 + 0.94× 26.98 + 0.01× 30.67) (6.24)

Working backwards from day 4 to day 1, at the root node of Figure 6.4, the expected HDD for
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regimes 1 and 2 are 69.74 and 68.27, respectively. If the unconditional regime probabilities are

considered to be the initial regime, the expected HDD is 0.67× 69.74 + 0.33× 68.27 = 69.25.
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Figure 6.4: A pentanomial lattice (for a mean–reverting process and a Brownian motion) for the
expected HDD.

6.4.2 Model 2: With two Brownian motions

For the model described in Section 6.3.2, the regime parameters are estimated by discretizing

Equation (6.14) for regime 1 and regime 2, respectively, in the form of ∆wt,1 = α1 + ϵt,1 and

∆wt,2 = α2 + ϵt,2, where c1 and c2 are the means; and ϵt,1 ∼ N(0, σ1) and ϵt,2 ∼ N(0, σ2). These

parameters based on daily temperature data are shown in Table 6.5.

Table 6.5: Estimated regime coefficients for Model 2

Variable Coefficient Standard error T–statistic p–value

γ11 0.79 0.20 3.99 0.00

γ22 0.90 0.07 12.26 0.00

α1 0.34 0.37 0.93 0.35

α2 -0.18 0.18 -1.02 0.31

σ1 1.85 0.52 3.55 0.00

σ2 3.80 0.19 19.50 0.00

To construct the corresponding lattice, ∆̂1 = 1.88 and ∆̂2 = 3.81 are calculated by using

Equation (6.15). In order to merge the nodes efficiently, ∆̂1 is increased from 1.88 to 1.905, which
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is half of ∆̂2. The branch probabilities are computed using Equations (6.16) to (6.18). Regime 1 has

probabilities of 0.58 (upward), 0.02 (middle), and 0.40 (downward); and Regime 2 has probabilities

of 0.47 (upward), 0.0 (middle) and 0.53 (downward). The three–step procedure described in Section

6.3.1 is applied to construct the lattices and to calculate the expected HDD.

6.4.3 Model 3: With two mean–reverting processes

For the model described in Section 6.3.3, the parameters are obtained by discretizing Equation

(6.19) for regime 1 and regime 2 respectively in the form of AR(1) as ∆wt,1 = α + ϱwt−1 + ϵt,1

and ∆wt,2 = α + ϱwt−1 + ϵt,2, where α is the intercept, ϱ is the slope or the first order coefficient

of AR(1), ϵt,1 ∼ N(0, σ1) and ϵt,2 ∼ N(0, σ2) (Alexander 2008). It is found that α = −0.008 and

ϱ = 0.002. From the relationship between the mean–reverting process given in Equation (6.19)

and the discretized AR(1), the following relationship can be written: ϱ = (1 + κw)
−1 and α =

(w̄κw)(1 + κw)
−1 (Alexander 2008). Consequently, it is found that κw = 457.72 and w̄ = −0.008.

The regime parameters are given in Table 6.6.

Table 6.6: Regime parameters for Model 3

Variable Coefficient Standard error T–statistic p–value

γ11 0.94 0.04 22.21 0.00

γ22 0.92 0.20 4.61 0.00

σ1 3.90 0.53 7.34 0.00

σ2 2.28 1.13 2.01 0.04

The calculation of step size and the construction of lattices for this model are the same as

described for Model 1. The step sizes, ∆̂1 = 3.90 and ∆̂2 = 2.28, are obtained from Equation (6.4).

The step size ∆̂1 = 3.90 is then adjusted to 4.56 using Equation (6.6). The branch probabilities

are obtained from Equations (6.7) to (6.9).

6.4.4 Model 4: With a single mean–reverting process

For the model described in Section 6.3.4, the parameters are obtained using the least–square first

order autoregression method. The parameters are κw = 0.28, w̄ = −0.02, and σ = 3.05. The

branch probabilities of the binomial lattice are obtained by using Equations (6.20) and (6.21).

Node A in Figure 6.5(a) is initialized with the same value of 1.34 similar to node A in Figure 6.3.

The value at node B in the next level is 1.34+3.05 = 4.39 and the value at node C is 1.34− 3.05 =

−1.71. Figure 6.5(b) is the lattice for temperature built by adding the corresponding seasonal

component, St, with wt. For example, the value at node A in Figure 6.5(b) is 1.34+(−0.04) = 1.30.

Table 6.7 presents the branch probabilities for the first three periods of the binomial lattices shown
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in Figure 6.5.

Table 6.7: Branch probabilities of the binomial lattice

Node Upward Downward

A 0.4984 0.5016

B 0.4980 0.5020

C 0.4988 0.5012

D 0.4976 0.5024

E 0.4984 0.5016

F 0.4992 0.5008

The expected HDD, as shown in Figure 6.6, is calculated using Equation (6.22). Working

backwards from period 4 to period 1, at the root node of Figure 6.6, the expected HDD is 68.00.
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Figure 6.5: (a) A binomial lattice for the stochastic component of temperature. (b) The corre-
sponding binomial lattice for the temperature.

42.12

60.42

68.00

22.15

34.35

46.56

8.11

14.21

20.31

26.42

A

B

C

D

E

F

J

I

H

G

Figure 6.6: A binomial lattice for the expected HDD.
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6.4.5 Comparison of the models

The expected heating degree days (HDD) indices from the models are compared with the actual

HDD indices over the period of 2005 to 2008. At CME, for the city of Toronto, Canada, HDD

months are from January to April and from October to December; and CDD months are from

April to October. Figure 6.7 shows the comparison of the expected monthly average HDD with

the actual monthly average HDD. It is evident from the figure that for most of the HDD months,

for example, for the months of January, March, April, and October, the expected monthly average

HDDs obtained from Model 1 lies more closely with the actual monthly average HDD.

Figure 6.7: Comparison of the actual monthly HDD with the expected monthly HDD.

Figure 6.8 shows the comparison of CDD. Again, the expected monthly average CDD obtained

from Model 1 is observed to be very close to the actual monthly average CDD for all CDD months.

Therefore, it can be concluded that for both HDD and CDD months, Model 1, which is a two–

state regime–switching model with a mean–reverting process and a Brownian motion, estimates

the expected monthly HDD and CDD more closely to the actual HDD and CDD than the other

three models. Considering unconditional probabilities for this model, it is found that there is a

68%
(
≈ 1−0.79

1+0.21−0.90

)
probability of being in the mean–reverting regime. Consequently, it can be

inferred that the temperature tends to stay in a base regime of mean–reverting process. A deviation

from this regime prompted by a Brownian motion is relatively short lived and brought back to the

base regime by a mean–reverting process. It is also observed that January, February, March and

December are prominent HDD months, while June, July and August are prominent CDD months

for the city of Toronto, Canada.

Furthermore, as there are seasonal HDD options (e.g., more than one-month options), Figure

6.9 and Figure 6.10 show the comparison of the actual seasonal HDD (CDD) with the expected

seasonal HDD (CDD) obtained using Model 1. All the calculations are carried out with a market
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Figure 6.8: Comparison of the actual monthly CDD with the expected monthly CDD.

price of risk, λ = 0.10. The observation from Figure 6.9 and Figure 6.10 also shows that while
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Figure 6.9: Comparison of the actual seasonal HDD with the expected seasonal HDD.

AprMayJun Jul AugSepOctAprMayJun Jul AugSepOctAprMayJun Jul AugSepOctAprMayJun Jul AugSepOct
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

CDD seasons (Apr. − Oct.) from 2005 − 2008

S
ea

so
na

l C
D

D

 

 

Actual seasonal CDD Expected seasonal CDD (Model 1)

Figure 6.10: Comparison of the actual seasonal CDD with the expected seasonal CDD.

the actual seasonal HDDs are in the thousands, the actual seasonal CDDs are in the hundreds,

suggesting more heating requirements in Toronto, Canada, than cooling requirements. Another

point is that the average daily temperatures of CDD months – from April to October – are 6.3◦C,

88



12.9◦C, 17.8◦C, 20.8◦C, 19.9◦C, 15.3◦C, and 8.9◦C, respectively (Environment Canada 2009). It

is observed that the daily average temperatures of only July and August are higher than 180C,

above which CDD is counted and accumulated. Hence, in Figure 6.10, the seasonal CDD curves

begin flatly during April to May and end flatly during September to October. Since the shoulder

months of April and October have little effects on seasonal CDD, the CME could reconsider the

CDD months for Toronto, Canada, by excluding the months of April and October.

6.4.6 Option pricing

The challenge of pricing temperature–based weather derivatives lies on the appropriate modeling

of dynamic behavior of temperature. Pricing mechanisms of weather derivatives in the literature

range from the marginal utility technique (e.g., Davis 2001) to the simulation approach based on the

Ornstein–Uhlenbeck process (e.g., Alaton et al. 2002) to an autoregressive temperature modeling

approach (e.g., Benth et al. 2007). The resulting option prices obtained here are based on regime–

switching modeling of temperature dynamics and are dependent on the choice of the strike heating

degree day, K, tick size, τ , and market price of risk, λ. An important point to note, as observed

from Figure 6.7, is that the expected HDD obtained from Model 1 is very close to the actual HDD.

Therefore, Model 1 is used in the valuation of the option price. To price a standard HDD call

option, the following payoff function is used:

φ = e−rtτ [max(HDD−K, 0)] , (6.25)

where HDD is the expected HDD during the contract period [0, t], r is the risk-free interest rate, τ

is the ticksize, and K is the strike HDD.

In the following examples, τ = $20 per HDD; r = 5%; the contract period for the monthly option

price is from December 1 to December 31, 2008; and the seasonal option prices are calculated for

HDD seasons (October, November, and December). For example, the expected HDD (from Model

1) for the contract period for the month of December 2008 is 632.28 and the option price for

K = 620 is, therefore:

φ = e−(0.05)( 31
365

) × 20× [max(632.28− 620, 0)] = $244.56 (6.26)

Figure 6.11(a) shows the variation of monthly option prices over a range of the strike HDD. As

the strike HDD, K, increases from 610 to 650, the option price decreases until the strike HDD

equals to the expected HDD at 632.28 and then falls to zero. Figure 6.11(b) shows the variation

in seasonal (one month of October, two months of October and November, and three months of

89



October, November, and December of 2008) option prices over a range of strike HDD from 100 to

1400. It is evident from Figure 6.11(b) that as more months are included into the contract, the

more premium one has to pay.
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Figure 6.11: (a) Monthly and (b) seasonal option prices for a range of strike HDD.

As mentioned earlier in Section 6.4.5 that a value of λ = 0.10 is assumed for all previous

calculations. A sensitivity analysis is carried out to show the effect of market price of risk, λ, on

option price by varying λ between 0 and 0.30. Figure 6.12 shows that the monthly option price

increases with the increase in λ. This is consistent with the finding of Cao and Wei (2004) that the

market price of risk has a significant role for temperature derivatives.
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Figure 6.12: Option prices at different market prices of risk.
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6.5 Summary

Modeling the temperature dynamics is essential for pricing temperature–based weather options.

This thesis discusses the rationale behind the regime–switching behavior of temperature and ex-

amines regime–switching approaches to model the temperature dynamics of the city of Toronto,

Canada. The study finds that there exists a regime–switching behavior in Toronto‘s temperature

induced by abrupt changes in the city’s temperature. Three two–state regime–switching models

and one single regime model have been developed. The first model assumes that one regime is

governed by a mean–reverting process and the other by a Brownian motion. The second model is

based on two regimes, each of which is governed by a Brownian motion. The third model assumes

that each regime is governed by a mean–reverting process in which the mean and speed of the

mean–reversion remain the same, but only the volatility switches between the states. In the fourth

model, the temperature dynamics are governed by a single mean–reverting process. Each model

is used to calculate the expected HDD and CDD for a monthly contract period. Results show

that the two–state regime–switching model with a mean–reverting process and a Brownian motion

determines both HDD and CDD more closely to the actual HDD and CDD than those obtained by

the other three models. Using this model, monthly and seasonal call options are then priced under

the martingale probability approach by adjusting the process drift to the risk-neutral equivalent

drift considering the risk premium.
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Chapter 7

Conclusion and Future Work

This thesis is centered around the valuation models. Stricter environmental regulations entail

power plant owners to consider the cost of emission in assessing the value of a power plant. One

of the objectives of the research is to assess the value of a natural gas–fired power plant under

carbon emission restrictions in order to observe the effect of the presence and absence of carbon

allowance prices. Moreover, unlike existing valuation models, the power plant is assumed to have

multiple turbines with different carbon emission rates, generation capacities, and input–output

characteristics. This thesis investigates how the operational flexibility of switching among turbines

in accordance with the correlated price movements affects the power plant value in presence and

absence of carbon allowance prices. Prices of electricity and natural gas are assumed to follow

mean–reverting processes. Results demonstrate that the value of a power plant is reduced due to

CO2 allowance cost, while operational flexibility of switching adds value to the power plant. To

examine the modeling effect, CO2 allowance prices are modeled as both a mean–reverting process

and a geometric Brownian motion, in case of the clean spark spread option based valuation. A

comparison of these two cases shows that modeling CO2 prices as a Brownian motion overvalues

the power plant in comparison to when CO2 allowance prices are assumed to follow a mean–

reverting process. It is also observed that both spark and clean spark spread option based values of

the power plant increases with an increase in the electricity price volatility. However, an increase

in the volatility of natural gas and CO2 prices decreases the expected power plant value. With

regard to sensitivity analyses on the mean–reverting speeds of prices show that an increase in the

mean–reverting speed of electricity prices reduces the value of the power plant, whereas an increase

in the mean–reverting speed of natural gas prices tends to increase the value of the power plant.

This thesis also presents a model that integrates weather option into the spark spread based

valuation model. The motivation behind this approach is to exercise the temperature–based put

option in an anticipation of a not–so–cold winter condition when heating degree days fall below the
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strike heating degree day. A three variable lattice is utilized for modeling the correlated behavior

of electricity and natural gas prices, and temperature. The lattice discretizes the movements of

these variables, all of which are assumed to follow mean–reverting processes. Depending on the

movements of prices and temperature at different states, the proposed model finds the optimal

number of weather contracts to buy. Pricing of the weather option is determined based on the

mean–reverting behavior of temperature. Results demonstrate that when the winter is cooler, the

expected spark spread option based value of the power plant is higher. When the winter is warmer,

the expected spark spread option based value tends to drop. However, exercising the weather

put option in case of a warm winter adds value to the spark spread option based valuation. The

expected value of the power plant then tends to increase.

Pricing weather option is an important issue in integrating weather option into spark spread

option. This thesis also analyzes the temperature dynamics with an aim to valuing weather option.

Four models are developed. Three of these are two–state Markov regime–switching models and

the other is a single–regime model. Different underlying processes generate different regimes or

states for the stochastic component of temperature. In the first model, one regime is governed by

a mean–reverting process and the other regime is governed by a Brownian motion. In the second

model, each regime is governed by a Brownian motion. In the third model, each regime is governed

by a mean–reverting process. The fourth model is a single–regime model, where the temperature

dynamics are governed by a single mean–reverting process. All four models are utilized to determine

the expected heating degree days (HDD) and cooling degree days (CDD), which play a crucial role

in the valuation of weather options. Results demonstrate that in calculating monthly degree days,

the first model captures the temperature dynamics more accurately than the other three models.

The monthly call option prices are then calculated based on this model for a range of strike HDD.

7.1 Summary of contributions

The summary of the contributions of this thesis can be underlined in three perspectives:

(i) In the existing literature, the valuation models are mostly based on the spark spread option

and power plants are assumed to posses a single turbine. As voices for stricter environmental

regulations are increasing all over the world, in this thesis, the carbon emission cost is included

in the valuation model along with a more realistic assumption that a power plant possesses

multiple turbines. These turbines are of different generation capacities and different emission

and heat rates. With a single turbine, the operational flexibility arises from operating the

turbine according to spark spread option (also known as ‘cycling’) against the scenario of

operating the turbine irrespective of price movements throughout the planning period (Heydari
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and Siddiqui 2010; Abadie 2015). In this thesis, the operational flexibility of the power plant,

therefore, arises from switching the turbines, all of which are in ‘cycling’ mode in response to

price movements.

(ii) Integrating weather effect into the spark spread option based valuation model can be consid-

ered as another main research contribution. The motivation is to examine exercising weather

put option in case of an unusual not–so–cold winter. A three variable lattice is utilized to

model the correlated behavior of prices of electricity and natural gas and temperature. The

number of contracts to long are determined such that the standard deviation of the total

payoff is minimized.

(iii) With an aim to valuing weather option, a comparison of models which capture the temperature

dynamics is also investigated. The thesis examines whether there exists a regime–switching

behavior in temperature dynamics. Results demonstrate that a regime–switching model, in

which one regime is governed by a mean–reverting process and the other is governed by a

Brownian motion, captures the temperature dynamics more accurately in calculating degree

days in case of the city of Toronto, Canada.

7.2 Challenges, limitations and future work

Like any research endeavor, this research also faces challenges and limitations. An Independent

System Operator (ISO), also known as a System Controller (SC), decides when to connect which

generators in the grid to supply power. The ISO gives priority according to the bid stack. However,

many generators may have the same bid. Alternatively, a power plant operator may have several

identical generators. The generators will then be allowed to connect one at a time by the ISO.

Otherwise, there will be a shock in the grid, if all generators are connected to the grid all at once.

In order to discourage the power surge in the grid, in the proposed model, a penalty cost could be

imposed whenever the power plant attempts to switch to State 4 turning both turbines ‘on’ at the

same time. The switching cost matrix given in Equation (4.17) could adapt this modification.

One of the challenges is to model the price processes rightly. “Energies are harder to model”

(Pilipovic, 2007). Energy prices also show different characteristics at different markets. Modeling

electricity prices, in the literature, ranges from different forms of mean–reverting processes to

regime switching processes (Fiorenzani 2006; Weron 2007; Wahab et al. 2010). An augmented

Dickey–Fuller test can be used to see whether the return on the commodity price, for example,

dx = lnPt − lnPt−1, is likely to follow a mean–reverting process. Using the statistical MATLAB

function ‘[h, pValue] = adftest()’ on the returns of prices used in this thesis show a ‘p-value’ of

95



less than 0.05, which is an indication that the price returns used in this theses are likely to follow

mean–revering processes (Teetor 2011).

A large volume of trading in commodity markets occurs on Exchanges. Producers and consumers

use futures prices, instead of spot prices. Spot prices are prices at which physical commodities are

delivered ‘immediately’ or ‘near immediately’, say on the next day, at specified locations (Coulon

2013). The intricacies of physical shipment of commodities, for example, by pipelines, ships, or

trucks, and the issues of storage, if the commodity is not immediately consumed, are entangled

with spot prices. Therefore, applying the contingent claim analysis in valuing real assets requires

the determination of the risk of the ‘price’, i.e., market price, which is hard to estimate (Abadie

2015). Futures price, on the other hand, are the prices free of the complications of physical delivery

and does not require to estimate the risk of price. By using futures prices, the expected value of

an asset can be determined by discounting at a risk–free rate. Electricity, natural gas and carbon

prices are the futures prices taken from European Energy Exchange (EEX).

Extracting model parameters from the data is also an important aspect. This study uses the

least square regression technique. Kalman filter could also be used in extracting process parameters.

It is a recursive procedure that updates unobservable state variables (e.g., spot prices) expressed

as a ‘transition equation’ based on the observations (e.g., futures prices) that depend on the state

variables represented as a ‘measurement equation’ (Schwartz 1997; Schwartz and Smith 2000).

However, Kalman filter has a relatively high implementation requirement (Abadie and Chamorro

2008b).

With regard to the locations of data in integrating spark spread and weather options, an expla-

nation is in order. The data used for the prices of electricity and natural gas and for temperature

are not from the same locations. Data accessibility is a major reason. Futures prices are pur-

chased from the European Emission Exchange (EEX), while temperature data are collected from

the website of Environment Canada. However, it is imperative to state that the purpose of the

thesis is to develop a generic model that integrates weather and spark spread options. Since the

model developed in this thesis is generic, any relevant data can be used to assess the value of a

power plant. The prices of electricity and natural gas are converted to Canadian dollar (CAD) by

using the corresponding exchange rates from Euro to CAD and are used as pxoyies for the prices

in Canada. Applicability of the models is another issue - who could use the models? According to

the convenience of the models, the power plant owners, investors, operators, prospective buyers or

sellers are the target groups.

The current research can be extended in many ways. An interesting extension would be to

develop a valuation model that considers stochastic processes for electricity, natural gas, and carbon

allowance prices, along with temperature. How both carbon allowance prices and temperature affect
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the value of a power plant could be an issue of investigation. Developing a correlated four variable

lattice will be a challenge. The computational burden would be another important issue.

As electricity prices often show spikes, the electricity prices can be modeled as a mean–reverting

process with jumps or spikes or as a regime–switching behavior. By representing the correlated

regime–switching behavior of temperature and electricity prices along with a mean–reverting be-

havior of natural gas prices, a valuation model that integrates spark spread and weather options

could be an interesting future extension. The existing Markov regime–switching models can also be

extended with additional flexibility by incorporating time-varying transition probabilities. Chal-

lenges would arise to model the correlated behavior of regime–switching along with a single regime

mean–reverting process. Wahab and Lee (2009) develop a lattice approach that models multivari-

ate correlated regime–switching processes. Merging a mean–reverting process into this model could

be a possible mode of solution. However, compared to a geometric Brownian motion, modeling a

mean–reverting process is more complicated with respect to determining the branch probabilities

(Hahn and Dyer 2008).

Rather than purchasing carbon allowances, the power plant owner could invest in a long–

term carbon capture and storage project. An assessment of the option value of either emitting

or capturing the carbon in case of a gas–fired power plant would be another interesting research

project. In case of a carbon capture and storage project, flues gases from the power plant, mainly

CO2, is separated, and then transported via a pipeline to a storage site where it is injected for a

suitable geological formation such as deep saline aquifer.

An extension of the current research could also be to assess both the value and the optimal time

to replace a gas turbine having a higher carbon emission rate by a more efficient one with a lower

carbon emission rate. Via a lattice approach, the decision can be made at each node whether it is

suitable to abandon the old turbine or to invest for purchasing a new turbine with a lower carbon

emission rate.
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Appendix A

The Mean Reverting Process

A commodity is usually a consumption good with little or no variation in quality between supply

sources (Coulon 2013). Metals, agricultural products and energy fall into this category. Let Pt be

the price of a commodity. Then, assuming xt = lnPt follows a mean–reverting process and the

process of xt can be expressed as follows:

dxt = κ(x̄− xt)dt+ σdBt, (A.1)

where κ is the mean–reversion rate, x̄ is the long–term average level, dt is the time interval, σ is

the instantaneous volatility, and Bt follows a standard Winner or Brownian process, the change of

which, ∆B, is normally distributed with mean, E(dB) = 0 and the linearly increasing variance,

Var(dB) = dt (Trigeorgis 1996). Equation (A.1) implies that the instantaneous price xt reverts to

the level x̄ at the rate of κ. If xt is below the long–term average level x̄, positive rate of reversion,

κ will induce the price to go up; if xt moves up, the negative rate of reversion will influence the

price xt to move down to the average level. The process is also known as the Orenstein–Uhlenbeck

process.

A.1 The Mean and Variance of the Process

• Apply Itô’s lemma. Therefore, if dx = a(x, t)dt+ b(x, t)dB and G is a function expressed as

G(x, t) then according to Itô’s lemma (Hull 2002):

dG =

(
∂G

∂x
a+

∂G

∂t
+

1

2

∂2G

∂x2
b2
)
dt+

∂G

∂x
bdB (A.2)

• To find the derivative the stochastic process given by Equation (A.1), we assume thatG(xt, t) =
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xte
κt. Therefore, ∂G

∂x = eκt; ∂G
∂t = xtκe

κt; and ∂2G
∂x2 = 0.

dG =
(
eκtκ(x̄− xt) + κxte

κt + 0
)
dt+ eκtσdBt (A.3)

d(xte
κt) = eκtκ ((x̄− xt) + xt) dt+ eκtσdBt (A.4)

d(xte
κt) = x̄κeκtdt+ σeκtdBt (A.5)

• Integrating Equation (A.3) from 0 to t, we have:

∫ t

0
d(xte

κt) =

∫ t

0
x̄κeκtdt+

∫ t

0
σeκtdBt (A.6)

xte
κt − x0e

κ0 = x̄κ

∫ t

0
eκsds+

∫ t

0
σeκsdBs (A.7)

xte
κt = x0 + ξκ(

[
1

κ
eκs
]t
0

) +

∫ t

0
σeκsdBs (A.8)

xte
κt = x0 + ξκ(

1

κ
eκt − 1

κ
eκ0) +

∫ t

0
σeκsdBs (A.9)

xte
κt = x0 + x̄(eκt − 1) +

∫ t

0
σeκsdBs (A.10)

xt =
x0 + ξ(eκt − 1)

eκt
+

∫ t
0 σe

κsdWs

eκt
(A.11)

xt = x0e
−κt + x̄(1− e−κt) +

∫ t

0
σeκ(s−t)dBs. (A.12)

• Mean value: Given that x0 is a constant, the conditional mean of xt is:

E(xt|x0) = e−κtx0 + x̄(1− e−κt). (A.13)

Equation (A.13) shows that X0 decays exponentially, in absence of σ, at a rate of κ (κ > 0)

and eventually reaches to a long-term mean x̄.

• Variance:

Var(xt) = E
[
(xt −E(xt))

2
]

(A.14)

Var(xt) = E

[(∫ t

0
σeκ(s−t)dBs

)2
]

(A.15)

From the Itô isometry (Øksendal 2000):

E

[(∫ t

0
σeκ(s−t)dBs

)2
]
=

∫ t

0

(
σeκ(s−t)

)2
ds. (A.16)

99



Therefore, given that x0 is a constant, the variance is:

Var(xt|x0) =
∫ t

0
σ2e2κ(s−t)ds (A.17)

Var(xt|x0) =
σ2

2κ

(
1− e−2κt

)
. (A.18)

Equation (5.14) shows that as t → ∞, the variance of the mean reverting process is bounded

by the value of Var(xt|x0) = σ2/2κ, which is unlike the variance of the geometric Brownian

motion that keeps increasing as t → ∞.

As a result, the commodity price, Pt, is log–normally distributed with mean

E(Pt|x0) = exp

{
E(xt|x0) +

1

2
Var(xt|x0)

}
(A.19)

E(Pt|x0) = exp

{
e−κtx0 + ξ(1− e−κt) + (1− e−2κt)

σ2

4κ

}
. (A.20)
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Appendix B

Building a Bivariate Lattice

Assuming a correlated process as:

dx = νxdt+ σxdBx (B.1)

dy = νydt+ σydBy (B.2)

The probabilities (puu, pud, pdu and pdd) and jump sizes (∆x and ∆y) are chosen to match the mean

and variances of the processes (Clewlow and Strickland 1998):

E[∆x] = (puu + pud)∆x − (pdu + pdd)∆x = νx∆t (B.3)

E[(∆x)
2] = (puu + pud)(∆x)

2 − (pdu + pdd)(∆x)
2 = σ2

x∆t (B.4)

E[∆y] = (puu + pdu)∆y − (pud + pdd)∆y = νy∆t (B.5)

E[(∆y)
2] = (puu + pdu)(∆y)

2 − (pud + pdd)(∆y)
2 = σ2

y∆t (B.6)

E[∆x∆y] = (puu − pud − pdu − pdd)∆x∆y = ρσxσy∆t (B.7)

The probabilities must sum to one.

puu + pud + pdu + pdd = 1. (B.8)
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The solutions to the system of equations (Equations (B.3)–(B.8) are:

∆x = σx
√
∆t (B.9)

∆y = σy
√
∆t (B.10)

puu =
∆x∆y +∆yνx∆t+∆xνy∆t+ ρxyσxσy∆t

4∆x∆y
(B.11)

pud =
∆x∆y +∆yνy∆t−∆xνy∆t− ρxyσxσy∆t

4∆x∆y
(B.12)

pdu =
∆x∆y −∆yνy∆t+∆xνy∆t− ρxyσxσy∆t

4∆x∆y
(B.13)

pdd =
∆x∆y −∆yνy∆t−∆xνy∆t+ ρxyσxσy∆t

4∆x∆y
. (B.14)
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Appendix C

Building a Trivariate Lattice

Assuming a correlated process as:

dx = νxdt+ σxdBx (C.1)

dy = νydt+ σydBy (C.2)

dz = νzdt+ σzdBz (C.3)

Matching the second moment, we get:

E(∆x2) = (puuu + puud + pudu + pudd)(∆x2) + (pduu + pdud + pddu + pddd)(∆x2),

E(∆x2) = ∆x2. (C.4)

We have, ∆x2 = σ2
x∆t+ ν2x(∆t)2. Since, (∆t)2 ≃ 0, we get ∆x2 = σ2

x∆t. Therefore, the increments

for the processes are respectively:

∆x = σx
√
∆t (C.5)

∆y = σy
√
∆t (C.6)

∆z = σz
√
∆t. (C.7)

Considering the observed correlation between natural gas and electricity prices, we get:

E(∆x∆y) = (puuu + puud − pudu − pudd − pduu − pdud + pddu + pddd)(∆x∆y) (C.8)

= ρxyσxσy∆t+ νxνy(∆t)2. (C.9)
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Since, (∆t)2 ≃ 0, we have:

puuu + puud − pudu − pudd − pduu − pdud + pddu + pddd = ρxy. (C.10)

Similarly, we get:

puuu − puud − pudu + pudd + pduu − pdud − pddu + pddd = ρyz (C.11)

puuu − puud − pudu + pudd + pduu − pdud − pddu + pddd = ρzx. (C.12)

Matching the first moment, we get:

E(∆x) = (puuu + puud + pudu + pudd − pduu − pdud − pddu − pddd)(∆x) = νx∆t,

Therefore, we have:

puuu + puud + pudu + pudd − pduu − pdud − pddu − pddd =
νx∆t

σx
. (C.13)

Similarly, we get:

puuu + puud − pudu − pudd + pduu + pdud − pddu − pddd =
νy∆t

σy
. (C.14)

puuu − puud + pudu − pudd + pduu − pdud + pddu − pddd =
νz∆t

σz
. (C.15)

The sum of probabilities should be one:

puuu + puud + pudu + pudd + pduu + pdud + pddu + pddd = 1. (C.16)
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Solving Equations (C.5)–(C.16) by the method suggested by Boyle et al. (1989), branch probabilities

can be obtained as:

puuu =
1

8
[1 + ρxy + ρyz + ρzx +∆t(

νx
σx

+
νy
σy

+
νz
σz

)] (C.17)

puud =
1

8
[1 + ρxy − ρyz − ρzx +∆t(

νx
σx

+
νy
σy

− νz
σz

)] (C.18)

pudu =
1

8
[1− ρxy + ρyz − ρzx +∆t(

νx
σx

− νy
σy

+
νz
σz

)] (C.19)

pudd =
1

8
[1− ρxy − ρyz + ρzx +∆t(

νx
σx

− νy
σy

− νz
σz

)] (C.20)

pduu =
1

8
[1− ρxy − ρyz + ρzx +∆t(−νx

σx
+

νy
σy

+
νz
σz

)] (C.21)

pdud =
1

8
[1− ρxy + ρyz − ρzx +∆t(−νx

σx
+

νy
σy

− νz
σz

)] (C.22)

pddu =
1

8
[1 + ρxy − ρyz − ρzx +∆t(−νx

σx
− νy

σy
+

νz
σz

)] (C.23)

pddd =
1

8
[1 + ρxy + ρyz + ρzx +∆t(−νx

σx
− νy

σy
− νz

σz
)] (C.24)

Since probability cannot be negative, Bayes’ rule of probabilities that represent the joint process as

the product of the marginal process for x and the conditional process for y as: p(x, y) = p(y|x)p(x)

is used. Similar approach is proposed by Hahn and Dyer (2008) and Abadie et al. (2013). Therefore,

the conditional probabilities for x are:

pu =
1

2
+

1

2

√
∆t

νx
σx

(C.25)

pd =
1

2
− 1

2

√
∆t

νx
σx

(C.26)

It follows that pu + pd = 1. Neither of pu or pd can be greater than one or less than zero. The

probabilities are censored as follows:

p∗u = max(0,min(1, pu)) (C.27)

p∗d = 1− p∗u (C.28)

Now the conditional probabilities for y can be derived as:

pu/u =
puuu + puud

pu
(C.29)

pd/u =
pudu + pudd

pu
(C.30)

These conditional probabilities exist only when p∗u > 0. If p∗u > 0, then pu/u + pd/u = 1. Censoring
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these probabilities between 0 and 1 imply that

p∗u/u = max(0,min(1, pu/u)) (C.31)

p∗d/u = 1− p∗u/u (C.32)

If pu/u > 0, them the conditional probabilities for z are:

pu/u/u =
puuu

puuu + puud
(C.33)

pd/u/u =
pduu

puuu + puud
(C.34)

Censoring these probabilities gives:

p∗u/u/u = max(0,min(1, pu/u/u)) (C.35)

p∗d/u/u = 1− p∗u/u/u

Similarly,

p∗u/d/u = max(0,min(1, pu/d/u)) (C.36)

p∗u/u/d = max(0,min(1, pu/u/d)) (C.37)

p∗u/d/d = max(0,min(1, pu/d/d)) (C.38)

In the end, the branch probabilities are:

p∗uuu = p∗u.p
∗
u/u.p

∗
u/u/u (C.39)

p∗uud = p∗u.p
∗
u/u.p

∗
d/u/u (C.40)

p∗udu = p∗u.p
∗
d/u.p

∗
u/d/u (C.41)

p∗udd = p∗u.p
∗
d/u.p

∗
d/d/u (C.42)

p∗duu = p∗d.p
∗
u/d.p

∗
u/u/d (C.43)

p∗dud = p∗d.p
∗
u/d.p

∗
d/u/d (C.44)

p∗ddu = p∗d.p
∗
d/d.p

∗
u/d/d (C.45)

p∗ddd = p∗d.p
∗
d/d.p

∗
d/d/d (C.46)
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Appendix D

Discretizing the Orenstein–Uhlenbeck

Process in an AR Process

The mean–reverting Orenstein–Uhlenbeck process is equivalent to the discrete time autoregressive

(AR) process The continuous time mean–reverting process is expressed as:

dx = κ(x̄− x)dt+ σdB (D.1)

After discretizing the above process:

∆xt = κ(x̄− xt) + ϵt, where ϵt ∼ σBt ∼ N(0, σt) (D.2)

xt − xt−1 = κ(x̄− xt) + ϵt (D.3)

xt = κx̄− κxt + xt−1 + ϵt (D.4)

xt + κxt = κx̄+ xt−1 + ϵt (D.5)

(1 + κ)xt = κx̄+ xt−1 + ϵt (D.6)

xt = (κx̄)(1 + κ)−1 + (1 + κ)−1Xt−1 + νt (D.7)

xt = α+ ϱxt−1 + νt (D.8)

where α = (κx̄)(1 + κ)−1; ϱ = (1 + κ)−1; ν ∼ N(0, σt(1 + κ)−1)(see Alexander (2008)).
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Appendix E

Step size and Branch Probabilities by

Matching the Moments

This Section shows an example of building a binomial lattice by matching the first and second

moments of a geometric Brownian motion, dx = µdt+ σdB. Let us assume a lattice with an equal

step size of up (∆) and down (−∆) movement.

Matching the first and second moments, respectively:

p(∆) + (1− p)(−∆) = µ∆t, [Matching the first moment] (E.1)

p(∆)2 + (1− p)(−∆)2 − µ2(∆t)2 = σ2∆t, [Matching the second moment] (E.2)

where, p is the probability to move up and (1− p) is the probability to move down.

From Equation (E.1), let us find p:

p(∆) + (1− p)(−∆) = µ∆t (E.3)

p∆−∆+ p∆ = µ∆t (E.4)

2p∆ = ∆+ µ∆t (E.5)

p =
∆+ µ∆t

2∆
(E.6)

p =
1

2
+

µ∆t

2∆
(E.7)
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We replace this p into Equation (E.2):

∆ + µ∆t

2∆
× (∆)2 +

[
1− ∆+ µ∆t

2∆

]
× (∆)2 = µ2(∆t)2 + σ2∆t (E.8)

(∆ + µ∆t)∆

2
+

(2∆−∆− µ∆t)∆

2
= µ2(∆t)2 + σ2∆t (E.9)

(∆ + µ∆t)∆

2
+

2

2
∆2 − (∆ + µ∆t)∆

2
= µ2(∆t)2 + σ2∆t (E.10)

∆2 = µ2(∆t)2 + σ2∆t (E.11)

∆ =
√

µ2(∆t)2 + σ2∆t (E.12)
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