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As a response to Toronto’s rapid urbanization 

Thesis statement

“Programmatic elements converge and overlap, creating 
hybridized space for activity. By intermingling programs and 
forms, the architecture responds to contingencies, attacks 

   

        -Thom Mayne 

Figure 1.1: Dance - Henri Matisse
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0.1 Introduction 
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0.1 Introduction 

hybridity of architecture.  
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Figure 1.2: The City of Disconnected 
Residences 

and react to spontaneous social occurrences consistently. As the concept of 



5

Junkspace, a residue space that is repetitive in 

“The contemporary city like 
the contemporary airport, 
all the same?...What if 
this seemingly accidental 
and usually regretted, 
homogenization were 
an intentional process, a 
conscious movement away 
from difference toward 

                      – Rem Koolhaas (1995) 

Koolhaas, R. (2002). Junkspace. October Vol 100.

Mayne, T. (2008). Morphosis Buildings & Projects. New York: Rizzoli .
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chapter 1:
Generating contemporary 
social interaction
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1.0 social interaction 

1.1 Interaction and Activities 

of activity and introduced shared public space for interaction. These zones 

Figure 1.3 (TL): Necessary Activities such as 
commuting to work. 

Figure 1.4 (TR): Transit Space   

Figure 1.5 (BL): Optional Activities - Trinity 
Bellwoods Park 

Figure 1.6 (BR): Ideal outdoor conditions  
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1.2 Social Activities 

1.0 social interaction 
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1.0 social interaction  

Figure 1.7 (L): Toronto Taste of Danforth 

Figure 1.8 (R): Luminato Festival of Lights    

Figure 1.9 (B): Toronto Sign in Nathan 
Philips Square 

1.3 Designing Spaces of Interaction 
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1.0 social interaction 

Figure 1.10 (TL): Underpass Park: using 
leftover space below elevated highway bridge 

Figure 1.11 (TR): Tianjin Binhai Library in 
Shanghai by MVRDV 

Figure 1.12 (BL): HTO Park by  Janet 
Rosenberg + Associates Landscape 
Architects, Claude Cormier Architects, HPA

Figure 1.13 (BR): Regent Park Aquatic 
Centre by MJMA 
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1.0 social interaction  

Figure 1.14 (L): Pseudo Public Space- Rose 
Garden at Four Seasons Hotel and Residence 

Figure 1.15 (L): Pedestrian Study of San 
Francisco from “The Environmental Quality of 
City Streets”  
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“Social activities and their 
interweaving to form a 
communal fabric have 
received considerably less 

                                   – Jan Gehl
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1.4 History of the Public Realm 

1.0 social interaction  
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1.0 social interaction 

Figure 1.16 (L): Figure ground map of Rome 
by Giambattista Nolli showing the public 
space and urban voids 

Figure 1.17 (L): Traditional Roman City plan 
with public spaces disrupting the grid plan. 
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1.0 social interaction  

Figure 1.18 (L): Public Space and Avenues 
in the Renovation of Paris  
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1.0 social interaction 

Figure 1.19 (L): City Beautiful Movement, 
Plans and Avenues 
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 The Death 
and Life of Great American Cities

invested.                   

1.0 social interaction  

Figure 1.20: Plan Voisin Proposal by Le 
Corbusier 

Figure 1.21: Pruitt Igoe   
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1.5 Public Space and Human Behaviour

how we perceive ourselves and how we perceive 
ourselves and how we differ from others

1.0 social interaction 
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1.0 social interaction  

“Give each one some 
degree of enclosure; 
surround each space with 
wings of buildings, trees, 
hedges, fences, arcades, 
and trellised walks, until it 
becomes an entity with a 
positive quality and does 

– Christopher Alexander  (Alexander, 

1977) 

Figure 1.22 (L): 
Space

Figure 1.23 (R): 
Space  

Figure 1.24 (B): Positive vs Negative 
Outdoor Space - A Pattern Language
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1.0 social interaction 

1.6 Interaction of scale: the human as Spatial Object 

In The Hidden Dimension

called
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social distances 

orientation of the built interventions. Distance and scale of structures can 

“Many people no longer 
see themselves as ‘urban 
dwellers’, but instead see 
themselves as belonging to 
a particular neighbourhood. 
Despite so many examples 
in the past, many new 
urban developments still 

    

                      – Kim Herforth Nielsen  

Figure 1.25 (L): 

1.0 social interaction  
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contact.      

Figure 1.26 (L): Sense and Communication: 
Strategies for Contact 

1.0 social interaction 
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     1.7 Spatial Qualities for Social Interaction 

attractive pedestrian space.  

Figure 1.27 : Copenhagen streets with 
pockets of social space

Figure 1.28 : La Rambla Barcelona 

1.0 social interaction  
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“Man is born a social 
creature. We seem to be 
inspired with good ideas 
and learn better in the 
company of others. We 
spend our school years 
studying and absorbing 

        – Jan Gehl    
    

                      

Figure 1.29 : Building height threshold for 
interaction with the street 

1.0 social interaction 
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1.0 social interaction  

Alexander, C. (1977). A Pattern Language: Towns, Buildings, Construction . new york: oxford university 

press .

Gehl, J. (2011). Life between buildings: using public space. Washington DC: Island Press.

Gehl, J. (2010). Cities for people. Washington DC: Island Press .

Hall, E. T. (1966). The Hidden Dimension . New York : Anchor Books .

Jacobs, J. (1961). The death and life of great american cities . New York: Vintage Books .

Nielsen, K. H., & Jensen, K. M. (2010). Mind Youe Behaviour: How Architecture Shapes Behaviour. 

Copenhagen: 3XN.

Tonnelat, S. (2010). The Sociology of urban public spaces. paris: Atlantis Press .

Whyte, W. H. (1980). The social life of small urban spaces . Washington DC: conservative foundation .
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chapter 2:
Condominiumization +
Privatization of Toronto
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto

2.1 Toronto Condominium Market

Figure 2.1:
Toronto Condominium Skyline 
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto

appropriation of space. 
Figure 2.2:
POPS in City Place 

Figure 2.3:
The Icboat Terrace in City Place 
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in unobtainable and unaffordable residential units. Despite the constant 

Figure 2.4: 
Toronto Dooms Day- Rise and Sprawl

2.0 Condominiumization  of Toronto
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto

Figure 2.5 :
Areas of transformations
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2.2 Condominium Form 

2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto

Figure 2.6:
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto

Figure 2.7 (T): Typical One bedroom + Den 
unit 

Figure 2.8 (R): Typical rooftop patio in 
Condos 

Figure 2.9 (L): Typical Fitness room in 
Condos
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public transit. 

2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto

Figure 2.10 (TL): Shops at Aura  

Figure 2.11 (TR): Aura Tower Render  

Figure 2.12 (BL): L-Tower Proposal vs 
Reality 

Figure 2.13 (BR): L-Tower Crane 
Complications 
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto

2.3 Building Guidelines 
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto

Figure 2.14: 
Forms to Avoid 
Image Source:
Tall building design guidelines 2013 
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Figure 2.15 (TL): Tall building guidelines on 
open public space 

Figure 2.16 (TR): Communal space of a 
condo  
 

2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto
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2.4 Mid-Rise v High-Rise

Emporis

results in poorly developed parkettes.     

2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto
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Figure 2.17: 
Typical mid-rise design standard 

2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto
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2.5 Rapid Growth and Consequences 

Figure 2.18 (T):  Silodam in Amsterdam by 
MVRDV

Figure 2.19 (B): 8 House in Copenhagen 
by BIG

Figure 2.20 (R): Timerhuis in Rotterdam by 
OMA

2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto
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Reducing height and 
disconnection with the 

grade level. 

Increasing social and 
communty amenties with 

the public realm.  

Fragmenting residences 
creates interstitial spaces 

for social activities.  

 

Figure 2.21:
Reduction of scale of private and semi-private 
programs

2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto
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2.0 Condominiumization of Toronto

Explosive First Half for GTA New Condo Market. (2017, Aug 1 ). Retrieved from Urbanation : https://

Ibelings, H. a. (2016). Rise and sprawl: the condominiumization of Toronto. Montreal : The Architecture 

Observer.

market. Retrieved from CBCnews, CBC/Radio Canada: www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/why-

toronto-s-condo-rental-market-is-described-as-ridiculous-1.4000329

(2010). Performance Standards for Mid-Rise Buildings . Toronto : City of Toronto.

Rail Deck Park Overview. (2016, Oct). Retrieved from Toronto.ca: https://www.toronto.ca/city-

government/planning-development/planning-studies-initiatives/rail-deck-park/rail-deck-park-

overview/

Reuters, T. (2014, Oct 13). Are Toronto condos falling apart as fast as they are going up? Retrieved 

from CBCnews, CBC/Radio Canada: www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/fears-that-shoddy-toronto-

condos-could-become-future-slums-1.2796979

(2013 ). Tall Building Guidelines . Toronto : City of Toronto .
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chapter 3:
Urban space 
and pluralism 
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3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Diversity is our 
strength

Figure 3.1: 
Toronto cultural neighbourhoods  
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3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.2: 
Toronto parody culture map   
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Space, Place and Politics, by Cecilia Lippai and 

      

   

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
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3.2 Ownership of space:

on the individual user and restricted uses respectively, for instance, individual 

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.3 (L):  Public Space
Figure 3.4 (C): Semi-Public Space
Figure 3.5 (R): Private Space 
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shared space.  

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.6:
Semi Public Programs such as shopping 
centres



54

3.3 Pluralism in a community:  

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.7 (T):  Summer festivals  
Figure 3.8 (B): Winter skating 
Figure 3.9 (R): Power Plant contemporary 
art gallery 
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and public space for the local private residences. 

Figure 3.10 (L):
Toronto Distillery District 

Figure 3.11 (R):
Distillery District Annual Christmas 
Market

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
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3.4 Pluralism in architecture: 

Figure 3.12 (T):
Market Square mixed-use mid-rise

Figure 3.13 (B): 
Rainbow Cinema on ground level

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
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 “We no longer ask what 
architecture is; we ask 
what it does. Space is 
something that unfolds; it is 

action and creation. It 
is not only measured in 
terms of geometry but is 
closely connected to social, 
cultural, psychological 
and behavioural factors 
and consciousness- and is 

                     – Kim Herforth Nielsen  
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3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.14 (T): McCormick Tribune Centre 
concept 

Figure 3.15 (L): Pockets of work zones

Figure 3.16 (R): Reclaiming infrastructure 
space
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culture. 

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.17 (T): Elevated walkways 
connecting art pieces 

Figure 3.18 (T): Overlapping the historic city 
with contemporary forms 
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3.5 Concept of tolerance:

Oxford English Dictionary, 

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
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events that are in constant fluctuation. 

indicate that public space has the capacity to support facilitate the presentation 

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.19 :  Maple Leaf Square- tolerance 
of public functions within a mixed-space of 
live, work, and entertainment 
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3.6 Spatial Identity and Social Agonism 

Space and Place

individuals, it is the shared traits that transcended cultural particularities and 

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.20 :  Relationship between Space, 
Events,  and Place 
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3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.21 : Corktown Commons becomes 
a place when hosting events and activities, 
making the park a destination 
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the concentration of people reduces spaciousness since it is a destination for 

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.22 : Pokemon Go App: Mobile 
Virtual Game 

Figure 3.23 : Pokemon Go attracting people 
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3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
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3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
 

Figure 3.24 (L): St. Jamestown, 
compartmentalizing marginalized individuals 
into a community 

Figure 3.25 (R): Regent Park, concentration 
of homogeneous low-income social housing   
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Elements:

Community + Recreation

Outdoor Park Space

Art + Culture 

Entertainment 

Market Place + Mixed-Use
Figure 3.26:
Elements of a collective neighbourhood

3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
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3.0 Urban space and pluralism 
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chapter 4: 
The hybrid form  
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4.0 The hybrid form 

an 
offspring of two animals or plant of different races, breeds, varieties, species, 
or genre

2) A person whose background is a blend of two diverse cultures 
or traditions. 3) Something heterogeneous in origin or composition

“A Hybrid architecture 
synthesized as a special 
strategy for generating 
positive economic, physical 

 

        – Steven Holl  
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4.0 The hybrid form 

Figure 4.1 :
Collective hybrid forms vs monotonous forms 
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4.0 The hybrid form 

4.2 Three Paradigms of Collective Forms: 

 

Figure 4.3: 
Three Paradigms of Collective Forms: 
Compositional Form (L), MegaForm (C), 
Group Form (R)

Figure 4.2:  Compositional Form - 
Rockefeller Centre  
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4.0 The hybrid form 

Figure 4.4:
Megaform - Tokyo Bay Master Plan by 
Kenzo Tange
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4.0 The hybrid form 

site.

Figure 4.5:  Group Form - Japanese Linear 
Village
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4.0 The hybrid form  

4.3 Hybridity
                 

Hybrid Buildings, 

property value. 



77

Figure 4.6:  Chicago Temple Building 

4.0 The hybrid form 
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Figure 4.7:  John Hancock Center

Figure 4.8:  Old Stock Exchange in TD 
Center

4.0 The hybrid form  
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Figure 4.10: 
Three Traditional Hybrid Forms: 
Fabric Hybrids (L), Graft Hybrids (C), Monolith 
Hybrids (R)

4.0 The hybrid form 

Figure 4.9:  Downtown Athletic Club New 
York - Changing programs with each set 
back 
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4.4 Characteristics of Contemporary Hybrids 

4.0 The hybrid form  
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Figure 4.11:  Porous Hybrids allows public 
space to take place in any combination of 
programs 

Figure 4.12:  Sliced Porosity Block - Steven 
Holl 

4.0 The hybrid form 
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4.0 The hybrid form  
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4.5 Hybrid Buildings vs Social Condensers

4.0 The hybrid form 
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4.0 The hybrid form  

Figure 4.13:  Areas of communal functions.

Figure 4.14: Internal Streets. Figure 4.15: Restaurant and Cafe on the 
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Linked Hybrid by Steven Holl 

4.0 The hybrid form 

Figure 4.16: Three levels of public space 

4.6 Architectural Precedents 
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the Forbidden City. 

4.0 The hybrid form  

Figure 4.17: Access points from all 
directions of the site  

Figure 4.18: Sky bridge amenities 

Figure 4.19: Theatre Space 

Figure 4.20: Sky bridge linking all 8 mid-rise 
structures.  
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landscape. Since the lack of space and population has not reached to the level 

West Village by Jiakun Architects

4.0 The hybrid form 

Figure 4.21: Public park space on ground 
level. 

Figure 4.22: Continuous ramp connecting 
the roof and the ground level for recreation.   
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4.0 The hybrid form  

Figure 4.23: West Village hybrid 
complex in the centre of a dense housing 

Figure 4.24: Outdoor community activities 
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4.0 The hybrid form 

Figure 4.27: West Village program diagram. 

Figure 4.26: Community soccer arena. Figure 4.25: Informal theatre space for 
events and lectures. 
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4.0 The hybrid form  

DAC & BLOX by OMA 

Figure 4.28: DAC/BLOX proposal render.

Figure 4.29: Stacking terraces looking out to 
the harbour. 
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residences. 

                    

Figure 4.30: Public spaces for leisure. 

Figure 4.31: Circulation and connectivity 
model. 

Figure 4.32: Section Diagram indicating 
different programs intertwining. 

4.0 The hybrid form 
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 Cultural Center of Stjordal by

 Reiulf Ramstad Architects, Lusparken Architects, JSTA 

 

4.0 The hybrid form  

Figure 4.33: Stjordal Cultural Centre from 
the adjacent park space. 

Figure 4.34: Library Space in the Cultural 
Centre 
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4.0 The hybrid form 

Figure 4.35: Church space within the 
Cultural Centre

Figure 4.36: Void spaces between major 
programs allowing for natural light.  
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4.0 The hybrid form  
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chapter 5: 
project proposal 
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Privatization:
Condominium/ Mid-rise 
communities developing stale 
homogeneous areas without 
neighbourhood culture and 
public amenities 

Urban Pluralism:
To promote social agoism and 
multiplicity of functions within 
a bounded space 

Community Growth:
Generating bonds, 
familiarity with neighbours and 
sharing spaces. 

Social Interaction: 
Interacting with new people 
and bringing excitement to a 
region. 

Localized Idenity: 
Creating local culture for place 
making and regional specialty 

Project Overview
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Community 
Recreation + 
Education:
Programs primarily 
developed for  internalized 
residents  

Public Spaces + 
Semi-Public Spaces:
Programs that attract both 
internal and external
individuals. Local residents and 
visitors.  

Semi-Public Spaces 
generating similar 
interests:
Utilizing Arts, Cultural, Creative 
works to trigger both 
active/passive participation and 
interactive work environments   

Hybrid
Architecture:
To create a multipurpose and 
multiprogram space for 
meeting, work, leisure, events 
and activities all year long, 
distinguishable and safe. 
A Socio-Cultural Hub. 

Community: 
Community events spaces
Public Park 
Education: rooms for courses         
and classes for the local 
demographic 
ie { cooking, child care etc}
Daycare 
Outdoor Skating (Winter)
Cafe / public work station 
space

Cultural: 
Local outdoor events
(Seasonal activities)
Collaborative co-working 
studios spaces 
Spaces for hosting public 
events ie{ art and food festivals 
Informal theatre spaces 
Maker Space

Arts: 
Local free contemporary art 
gallery. Bring back the 
creativity and intended culture 
for the neighbourhood 
Art classes for the local 
demographic as well as 
visitors of the area. 
Rentable Art Studios 
Woodworking 

-
-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-
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5.0 Project Proposal 

5.1 Project Description 
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5.0 project Proposal

+ + + + +

Collaborative
space

art event and 
sharing 

learning rest social space

PRIVATE SEMI-PUBLIC PUBLIC 

Figure 5.1:
Program Design Approach
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5.2 Site Analysis 

 The site proposed for this intervention is on the Strachan Avenue 

condition since it is a physical connection of the central residential zone in 

5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.2:
Steel structure above the Go Transity Line 

Figure 5.3:
Railway corridor north of King Liberty Village 
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1KM

500M
TTC

GO TRANSIT

Figure 5.4:
The lack of diversity of program on existing 
site. Red indicating residential, Blue 
representing commercial, Green indicating 
public green space, and Yellow is the 
proposed site.        
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Figure 5.5:
The lack of diversity of program on existing 
site. Red indicating residential, Blue 
representing commercial, Green indicating 
public green space, and Yellow is the 
proposed site.        
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5.0 project Proposal

Figure 5.6:
Top: Cyclist heatmap tracked by Strva
Bottom: Pedestrian heatmap indicating 

Figure 5.7:
The proposed site is located at the busiest 
corner of the King Liberty Village, next to the 
central artery of the community.         



105

5.0 Project Proposal 

Site Massing + Transit 

Site Circulation

Outdoor Green Space

Figure Ground + Site 
location

Figure 5.8: 
Site Elements 
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5.0 project Proposal

Figure 5.9:
Zen King West developing on the 
immediate site (L)

Figure 5.10:
Zen construction site 2018 (R) 
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Figure 5.11:
Indicating the different typologies and height 
variations immediate to the site.  

Orange: High-rise
Green: Mid-rise
Pink: Townhouse      



108
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Figure 5.12:
Side walk conditions along Liberty St. (L)

Figure 5.13: 
Privatized outdoor space (R) 
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public park spaces that support the area are often considered residue spaces 

an abandoned historic structure, and a bike share station. The park severely 

5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.14:
Gateway Park 
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Figure 5.15:
Bill Johnston Park  

Figure 5.16:
Liberty Village Park 
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Figure 5.17:
Niagara neighbourhood population
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Figure 5.18:
Neighbourhood Total Household Income

Figure 5.19:

(2001-2016) 
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Figure 5.20:
False Liberty
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5.3 History and Context 

5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.21:
Liberty Street 1915 
Image Source: Toronto City Archive 
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5.0 project Proposal

Figure 5.22:
Ariel View of King West and Liberty Village 
in 1920

Figure 5.23:
Toronto Central Prison Yard, 1926
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Figure 5.24:
Munition workers outside of Inglis factory, 
1940s

Figure 5.25:
Toronto Central Prison Chapel 1953, 
currently remains in the center of Liberty 
Village Park  
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Figure 5.26:
Liberty Street and furniture factory late 
1970s 

Figure 5.27:
Decaying factories: Irwin Toy Factory, 1990s
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5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.28:
Post-Industrial site beginning to transform 
(2006) 
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Figure 5.29:
Liberty Village Master Plan by IBI (2004) 

Figure 5.30:
Original mid-rise proposal in the master plan
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Figure 5.31: (L)
Rail corridor restricting urban ciruclation

Figure 5.32: (R) 

Ave and Liberty St



122

5.0 project Proposal

    

Figure 5.33:
Garrison Point , The  Future of Liberty Village

Figure 5.34:
Garrison Point , The  Future of Liberty Village
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5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.35:
Proposed pedestrian bridge connecting 
Douro St and Western Battery Rd
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“Resist whatever seems 
inevitable.
Resist people who seem 
invincible...
Resist the idea that you need a 
client to make architecture...
Resist the foregone conclusion 
that They have already won...
Resist believing that there 
can be architecture without 
architects...
Resist any idea that equates 

                            – Lebbeus Woods 
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5.4 Zoning 

5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.36:
Liberty Village neighbourhood zoning is 
harmonized with the 2013 bylaws, and 
remain under the Bylaw 438-86 (navy blue) 
established in 1986.
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The proposed park on top of the rail deck is currently zoned as Utility 

Figure 5.37: (L)
Zen condominium render   

Figure 5.38: (R)
19 Western Battery Road Zoning sections.  

5.0 project Proposal



127

5.0 Project Proposal 

5.5 Design Process

Figure 5.39:
Site Master Plan of the proposed Liberty 
Raildeck Park and the Socio-Cultural Centre.  

0m                       20m                       40m                                                     80m
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the residents.  

Figure 5.40:
North View of the Socio-Cultural Centre



129

5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.41:
Site Axonometric
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Figure 5.42:
View of Socio-Cultural Centre & Park from 
Strachan Ave and Wellington St W 
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Figure 5.43:
Site Section 
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Figure 5.44:
Socio-Cultural Centre Programs and 
Categorizes
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Figure 5.45:
Current Site Conditions and Restrictions 
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Figure 5.46:
Composition: Introducing Public Spaces
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Figure 5.47:
Composition: Semi-Public Spaces 
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Figure 5.48:
Composition: Private Spaces 
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Figure 5.49:
Composition Void Space 
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Figure 5.50:
Floor and Program Axonometric
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Figure 5.51:
Material Composition. 

Brick 
Veneer  

Weathered 
Steel Panel   

Channel Glass
 Rain-screen

Vertical 
Louvers 

Rubberized 
Tarmac 

Wood 
Decking

Extensive 
Green Roof
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Figure 5.52:
West Elevation
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Figure 5.53:
East Elevation
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Figure 5.54:
North Elevation



146

5.0 project Proposal

Figure 5.55:
South Elevation
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5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.56:
Night View I.
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Figure 5.57:
View from the park.
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Figure 5.58:
Night view II
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5.0 Project Proposal 

5.6 Design Strategies

Rail Deck Park: Reclaiming infrastructural zones

Figure 5.59:
All the green space within the GTA, with blue 
indicating the Liberty Village neighbourhood. 
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5.0 project Proposal

Figure 5.61:
Proposed location of Toronto Raildeck Park. 

Figure 5.60:
Concept rendering of Toronto Raildeck Park. 
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5.0 Project Proposal 

as a continuation of the art facilities inside the centre, there are ten elevated 

local and international artists. 

 The circulation of the park introduces a pedestrian and bike path Figure 5.62:
ArtZuid Public Sculpture 

Figure 5.63: (L)
Red cultural diversity area. 

Figure 5.64:
Master Plan 
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Figure 5.65:
Liberty Raildeck Park- Program
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Figure 5.66:
Liberty Raildeck Park- Site Circulation
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Figure 5.67:
Liberty Raildeck Park- Boardwalk 
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Millennium Park 
and the Manhattan Hudson Yards

both local and international visitors. Dedicated to recreation, interactive 

to revitalized urban space.

Figure 5.68:
The Vessel: park pavillion by Heatherwick 
Studios 

Figure 5.69:
Hudson Yards under construction

Figure 5.70:
Millennium Park 
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Social Lounge 

Figure 5.71:
Walkway connecting the indoor and outdoor 
lounge.
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Figure 5.72:
Social Lounge 
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5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.73:
Cafe 
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Figure 5.74:
Outdoor Lounge Space
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Figure 5.75:
Ground Level Plan
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Exhibition / Event Space
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Figure 5.76:
Flexible Event Space
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Figure 5.77:
Second Level Plan
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5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.78: 
Art Programs + Public Galleries surrounding 
the neighbourhood. 

1) The Gladestone Hotel Gallery
2) The Drake Hotel Gallery
3) Craft Ontario Gallery
4) Edward Day Gallery
5) Artscape Youngplace
6) Walnut Studios

Art Space  
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Figure 5.79:
Gallery Space I
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Figure 5.80:
Gallery Space II



170171717171717171717717177177171717770000000000000000000000000000



171

Figure 5.81: (T)
Walnut Studio: Artist rental space I 

Figure 5.82: (B)
Walnut Studio: Artist rental space II

Figure 5.83: (L)
Rental Artist Studios  

Figure 5.84:
Artscape Youngplace

Artscape Youngplace and Walnut 
Studios

5.0 Project Proposal 
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Figure 5.85:
Third Level Plan
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Figure 5.86:
Change in Toronto’s Children’s Population 
(Under the age of 5) Over Past 10 Years by 
Neighbourhood: 2006- 2016 

Childcare 

the Toronto’s Licensed Child Care Growth Strategy 2017-2026 report, there is 
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Figure 5.87:
Childcare 
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 Since the closure of the Children’s Discovery Centre at the intersection 

park.  

Figure 5.88:
The Children’s Discovery Centre is now 

Development. 
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Learning 

 Another major aspect of building a hedonistic community is 

through public education. By offering classrooms and learning studios for 

the public, the millennial demographic in the surrounding neighbourhood 

is able to share, and acquire new skills and knowledge from one another. 

It is critical for a young community to have access to learn new skills 

and to adapt to the fast-pace post-education life. Extending one’s 

knowledge and skills can help transition the age 25-35 demographic into 

family building and mature professionals. The studios provide spaces for 

seating and tables for any arrangement and types of courses. Aside from 

the natural light from the rectilinear horizontal windows, each classroom 

has a cylindrical silo-like skylight for additional natural light, providing a 

brightly lit environment. 

 With the growing popularity of food culture in Toronto over the past 

decade, with boutique restaurants, food pop-ups, cultural specialties, 

process of cooking. In addition to the learning studios on the third level, 

a culinary studio is located on the ground level adjacent to Strachan Ave. 

provides a space for individuals at any skill level to indulge in their cooking 

interests. With food often portrayed as an international language across 

age and cultures, the culinary studio offers weekly courses for cooking, 

allowing the local community to collectively heighten their passion for 

food and dining, evidently bringing the community together to interact. 

With 1600 square feet of cooking space, on the ground level, the studios 

have operable garage windows opening up to the sidewalk of Strachan 

Avenue. By extending this connection to the street, the culinary studio 

can host occasional food events and invite the public to partake in group 

activities.

5.0 project Proposal

Figure 5.89:
Courses offered to the public by Fort York 
Library
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Figure 5.90:
South view from Strachan Ave
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Creative Studios

WeWork studios in Toronto, 
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Figure 5.91:
Collaborative Studio Space
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Figure 5.92:
Wework Toronto.

Figure 5.93:
Fort York Library Makerspace. 
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Woodshop 

artists and artisans accessible to the shop, classes are offered to the public 

Unplugged Workshop in Leslieville, the local 

offered in the centre. 

Figure 5.95:
Junction Workshop

Figure 5.96:
Unplugged Workshop
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Figure 5.97:
Workshop Space 



185

5.0 Project Proposal 
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Figure 5.98:
Basement Plan 
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Void space and sensory connectivity   

Case Study: 

Figure 5.99:
OMA- Tres Grande Bibliotheque 
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Figure 5.100:
Jussieu - OMA
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Atrium Void Space

5.0 project Proposal

Figure 5.101:
House 10 -Peter Eisenman 
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Figure 5.102:
Active Void Space: creating visual connection 
between programs 
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5.0 project Proposal

Figure 5.103:
Ground level -Atrium 



1911919119191919191919191991919919191999119111111111111111111111

7.9.

10.

12.13.14

16.

17.19.

Figure 5.104:
Section A-1
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17.18.

5.0 Project Proposal 

Figure 5.105:
Section B-1
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Figure 5.106:
Section B-2
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Figure 5.107:
Makerspace and Threatre 
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Figure 5.108:
Atrium - Third Level
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chapter 6: 
conclusion 
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6.0 Conclusion  

6.0 Conclusion

accessibility and circulation. In return, the proposed park inserts a variety of 
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the role of the architect to seek value in healthy civic life.  

6.0 conclusion
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Figure 6.1:
View from Gateway Park 
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Chapter 7:
Appendix
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Figure A.1:
1:600 Site Model 
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Figure A.2:
1:500 Concept Model  
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Figure A.3:
1:100 Sectional Model of Atrium  
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Figure A.4:
1:600 Experimental Massing Models.  
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Section A-2
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7.0 appendix

Figure A.6:
Pressures of Privatization.
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Figure A.7:
Displacement of Local Culture.
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