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ABSTRACT

By using the theoreticalfframeworks of Medium theory and:“New Social Movement Theory, this
study analyzed howThe Globeand ’Mail news articles publrshedfrom Tanuary to May of 2609 /d'epicted
the transnational soc1a1movement efforts of the 2009 Tamrlprotestm TorOnto. The method of content
analysis was applied to the‘: ’foch‘)wing research question: How donews articles from The Globé and Mail

newspaper portray the transnatlonal somal movement (TSM) efforts of the Tarml Draspora n Canada'?

This study found that (1) o all there was a negatrve coverage of the Tamll transnatlonal soc1a1

movement; and’ (2) the ernphams was mostly placed on the Tamﬂ ‘protest’s alleged afﬁhatron and support

for a banned terrorist group T ’ "s paper w111 conclude that the news artlcles of T he Globe and Mazl

presented a distorted messageof thefTamrl protest in the artlc,lesto attract readershlprather than,mform :

the audience, in a neutral method *abo‘ut ‘the protest events that ’were ioccurring at that time. H’ence future
research should seek to expand on thls study by doing a long1tudmal and comparative analysrs of the ‘

relationship between medra and the Tamrl transnatronal socral movement

Key words: Tamil draspora LTTE Content Analy51s Transnatxonal Socral Movements Tamil protest;

The Globe and Muail, Medrum Theory, New Social Movement Theory
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Literature Review

| This section provides an overview of literatures where the ’main topic of investigation was the study

of soc1al movements in a transnational context. Charles Tilly (2004b) describes social movements as a

_series of contentious performances dlsplays and eampaigns by Whlch people make eolleetive claims on
others For Tilly (2004b 3) soc1al movements are ¢ ’ ‘a major vehicle for people s partmpation in public

pollt1cs Similarly, Sidney Tarrow (1994) deﬁnes a socral movement as collective challenges——to elites;

authorltres other groups or cultural codes——by people wi ornmon purposes and sohdaritym sustained

: 1nteractionswi,thehtes, opponents and author1tres. Thmugh*thl e‘ﬁnition, Tarrow specifically |

: distinguishes_’social movements from political parties and interest :g;roups.k _In both of the above definitions

~of social movements, Tilly and Tarrow consistently:p mnt out t,ﬂsl?éial movements are change-oriented

political formations, often using tactics such asdirec'ta on, lth loose and informal organizational

structures

‘\/Iany scholars 1n agreement w1th Tilly and Tarr that social movements are organized around

r 1deas Which give the 'nd"v1duals who adhere to th M nt new forms of social and pohtlcal 1dent1ty

(Zald and MeCarthy, 1987'1 Escobar and Alvarez _99 astell s l997 Snow 2004) For example the

suecess of the feminist movement does not depend i us forms of politlcal actlon but also on

: the way, in Which the ideasiassociated with the ,mo iWOmen, and ultimately men, ,to rethink and

 not to accept the unchallenged notions about the roles of women in society. Therefore, movements

:'k proVidezim‘eansof introduoing new ways of thinking to t p'olitieal agenda. In this sense, a transnational

L ,soe;ial‘movement is defined b‘ykT‘illy and Tarrovv 2007) as asoei‘ally mobilized groups with constituents in

at least two states, engaged in sustained contentious inferaction with power-holders in at least one state

‘other than their own, or against an international , or a multinational economic actor.

k""'The literatures on social movements large ‘“rdentify tthe‘ifollowing main trends as detrimental to

: chialmovementsi (1) movement-state interaotions —th mmunication between social movement
organizations and the state; and (2) the analysis of “framing’—a process by which social movement



groups engage in meaning construction relevant to the movement’s interests and goals (Smith, 2002).
The concepts of movement-state interaction’and “framing’ will be discussed below. .

There are three recurring themes that arise from the literatures used for the purpose of this paper:
First, media and external reSources can range from formal and informal affiliation with CQrporationS" o
(media) to financial support from elite sponsors (Carroll andRatner; 1999). Media and ﬁnanciali,snnport' 3
from organizations andk,cort)orations is arecnrring theme that is discussed' in almost all the literatures that
were examined in this f‘study.‘:i’iResource mobilization scholars.statethat thesneeess of social movements: -
depends on their ‘ab‘i‘lityitomﬂobilize resources via: professional‘organiz‘ers political entreprenenrs
financing/funding. The 1mportance of media and resource moblhzation to the progress of social -
movements will be d1scussed more in-depth in the following sectrons The second theme is nolitical

opportunity, which:isrthe opp'ortun?ity given by a particular politi’cal" system to~mobiliZin~g‘grfonps in order

to facilitate mobilkizatiori’(?McAdametaif, 1996). There are three idi‘rnensions of pblitical'7opp'ortanity '

structure that give 8001a1 movements the abihtv toeasily and effectlvely mobilize: (1) the degree of

openness/closure of form cal access (11) the degree of stabihty or instability of pohtlcal

alignments; and (iii) the avaiia " of potentral alhes/partners All aspects of: pohtlcal opportumty w111 be J
explained clearly in thennoo ,ectrons: ~The third theme‘mcludes social networks and collective‘ S
identity. Collective identity sig ﬁes‘:;ind;iViduals or groups linked by sorie commion bond, shared social

status, or geographic or cultural f-connection"(Beuchler‘ 1993‘).., Tri‘ansn“ational;network;ing givessot:ial e

movements the abilityf'to have’ti'e ~ ,“d ihnkages with relevant actors ‘working 1nternationally on an issue,
who are bound together by shared Values a common dlscourse and exchanges of mformatlon and

services (Smith, 2002). '_Mor‘e detal;led"dis‘cuSSi'on of theloCalkand ftr‘ansnational social ~n'etworkmg will be

provided later on.

Thus, this literatnre reviewsuggests ,t?hat (1) the examination of fthese trends and themes exposesthe :

gaps in the hterature and (2) many comprehensrve studies show that transnatlonal socral movement

orgamzations (TSMOS) are well developed and weli—posxtioned in the local or mtemational commumty
2



Trends in the Literature
Sociql Movement-State Relationship

~ In much of the contemporary literature on soei‘al movements, eivil'society,(composed of
voluntary civic-and social‘,organizations and institutionS)f‘and‘tllefstate (compOSed of authorities who make

and enforce the rules that govern, the people in a spec1ﬁc te tory) appear as opposing forces. A state is

the means of rule over a deﬁned geographmal terr1tory (d"’ la Porta 1995) It is comprised of an
exeeutlve%, a bureaucraey, :courts ‘and other msntutlons (Bos ’ ‘94) Above all, a state imposes taxes and
| operates amlhtaryand poll‘eefforce (Bose, 1994); Sta and re-distribute resources and wealth.
k’ ‘Tllefefore,‘lolabyi‘sts', pohtlclans and revolutionaﬁe own way to influence or even to get hold
: "of‘th'e levers of state poWer "(Bose 1994; della Pof;l
| ‘ei'vil.soe‘iety and the political affairs of

the state have been thought to be a separate ent1ty S ’ nn, 1996; Cohen, 1992). As Sidney

Tarrow (1998 2) explams soc1al movements are of contentious po‘litifcsfthatare based

and which develop the capacity to

'on underlymg soc1al networks and resonant collect es,

: mamtam~sustamedif‘;chalrlenges ,agamstf powerfulyo O'u'gh‘ Tarrow (1998) leaves the terms

“powerful oppOnents” open ;toeintefp'retati,on‘ -im ;

on ndthat the history of movement-state

mteractlon can be v1ewed as an ongomg move'; yvement strategy between social activists

: ::and power -holders (both the state and corporat 92: della ;Por,ta, 1995). Similarly,

- MCAdam (l_982, 20) dﬁﬁIiQdSQClal mOVements mpts by e'xeluded groups to mobilize
£ sufﬁ01entpol1t1cal leveragef‘toadvan‘c‘e colleoft‘i’ gh"nonl—‘inStitutionalized means”. That s,
i movementstarget the state to seek new beneﬁt ency or recognition by authorities (Gamson,
:l99l) ( ‘ |
mo krment framework, exphcates that only those

;1ty ;fully quallfy as somal movements (Escobar

arrow 1994, 1998 Zald and Berger 1978;



Tilly, 2004b). Thus, w1thm this perspective, the researchers seek to illustrate that 'thé more directly a
 movement seeks to eha’nge’ state policy, the more clear and valid the movement{ is 'pefeeived ~ft,0~kb‘e. :
The focus on the state ;,ka‘s an opponent to:movements. is even more eXplicit in thearticlebyg,
| McAdam et al. (2001), in which they state that the model of society is used as the polity model.;; In this
polity model, “contentious: pol1t1cs .is defined as the © episodi,c; :plibllc‘,{cOlle‘CﬁYC interaction amohg‘ =
makers of claims and their obj ec,ts’ when at least one government is a claimant an object of clai;ms lf or a.
party to the claims and the clalms Would if realized, affect the interests of at least one of the clalmants
(McAdam et al., 2001 5) Thus McAdam etal. (2001) percelve the state as the poht1cal institution that is
the object of clalms made by soc1al ‘movements. Davis and Zald (2005 33 6) suggest that “as corporations

have become ,~1ncreas1~nglysykmultmatlonal and encompass;mg,,ithey have taken on the. oharacter of polities

where ‘citizens’ may,enga:ge in collective action to challenge poilie@ies,fwith which they disagree”. That is,

collective actions, even with resources provided by corporations, are still considered to be claimants

opposing the state. Thus, agreement with the above scholars:,~':f~if - can be clearly seen that social

movements are ahnost-élwf;i wed by the socie’ty as oppon‘ents, to,{th!e;state rather than a col;lectkiv'e, RREE

entity that is allowed by the stat : express. its perspectlves of a partlcular issue-or pohcy

The ,,current,fanz‘?EQ 1 kture explormg the role of globahzatlon has further dlverted the state s

role as an active agent ‘in,the,or ; ng and creation of social movements ‘The process of global1zat10n e
in general has been as'ser‘tyed;t uestlon the soverelgnty ofthe ,state (della Porta et al.; ~1999). :

That s, many researehers ‘hav stated that the state s ability to make decisions and pohc1es w1thout any ..

international mﬂuence is slow ,ydlm smshmg In this sense, the state’s’ role n fac1l1tatmg 5001al

movements is being called nto ques D as soctal movements are mob1hzmg across borders in a global '
context. Among scholars who have explored the. charactenstlcs of thlS network of transnatlonal polmcal l
 interactions (Held et al 2000 della Porta and KI‘leSI 1997; Sm1th and Johnston, 2002 Smlth etal,

1997), della Porta.and Tarrow (20()5 23 5) have descrlbed the arena of global poh‘ucs as complex

mternatlonahsm, defining 1t as



the expansion of international institutions, international regimes, and the transfer of the rescurces
“of local and national actors to the international stage, producmg threats, opportunities and
~resources for mternauonal NGOs transnatlonal socral movements and, mdlrectly, grassroots so<:1al
movements. ; o

This definition of global politics clearly illustratesithat at the international stage the state is often

neglected in terms of specific pollc1es or political 1deolog1
“The theoret1cal focus tends to be on the ways a movement can co—opt a segment of the state”

(McCarthy and Wolfson 1992 274) Thus, some argue that more emphas1s needs to be placed on how -

the state reactsand 'resp‘onds fo social movements” m"obrllzmg fforts'~‘and how these movements are

1ncorporated1nt0 futurepohcy—makmg decisions”(McCarthy nd‘WOlfson,l992). By clearly displaying

cral”mo ment"orgamzatlons and the state.

poss‘1brl1ty ofa non—OppoS1t10nal‘ relat1onsh1p betvveen.

meingAna[}‘iS"is”:' g

- Social movement scholars conceptualize the work of mobilizing or meaning construction by

employmgtheterm :~cfr‘amag>~ ('shcih as,’lGamson:et ‘ a’mgs6, Snow & Benford 1988).
=Fram1ng W1th1n the context of socral movemen , gmfymg ’w‘ork conducted-'by those
| advocatmg for a partwular movement (eg., leade : 1 ",rank-andﬁﬁle participantS‘)fand'other‘ '
actors (e. 2., adversaries, mstrtutl‘onal ellte's~, medl k ovements) relevant to the interests of the

k 1 on of51gnrﬁcant 'meanings or’-i&eologies ‘
cologies are defined as set of beliefs or ideas
kof:’lboki;ig atthings '(JS'knowand’ Benford, 1988).

. For mstance in the C1v1l Rrghts movement and the Gay Rights movement, the participants of the

movements cmamcmd i advocated fof onej‘commo meaning of identity and mobilized for one

: commonf'gdalf that is to create ‘awareness that”everyone is equal regardiess of race (Civil Rights) or sexual

orrentatlon (Gay nghts)

Scholars have not focused clearly on how and who;determmes the constructlon of collective

actron frames (meanlngs or 1deologies that are con‘stru;c‘ted collectively by social movements) and how



they are used within movements (McAdérh et al.; 1996; Smith, 2002; SﬁoW'and \Bénfbrd‘,' 1988). As well,
researchers do not clearly demonstrate how these ideologies 'bGCOtne"'Widely'éCéép‘?[ed:By‘ all the ‘mémber‘ys'
involved in the mobilizing‘effofts of a particular movement. For ezsviample,‘ the IitératiilreS':bhiﬁn‘o?l‘i"fe:l -
movements and pro-choice ‘xﬁoveménts explain why these movements are "occurring(bt‘lfthés'éfl’ité"ry‘é’turyés‘ -
do not explicate how the members ~’0f the respective m‘(')veméntéfcé’me‘ to an uﬁderéfandiﬁgﬁ:OF what‘hfe’ "
means or what “choice’ means (Tilly and Tarrow, 2007). This typeof ‘fra:mmg’ ina mOVément deﬁnes o
and facilitates the léve‘l:df advocacyand success of a,movem,én‘t';" and iff‘nééds to be explored in more
detail by scholars: More dlSCUSSIOH of the concept of ‘framing",fwil‘l’" fdﬂow in the next sub-sections.

Recurring Themes =~ e S

Media and Resource Mb’biliidfib”h
Resou‘rcé"rhoBi:l‘izéﬁ‘oﬂ?théory,‘ which dominates the study f social movements, fcy)éii‘s‘éys onthe

examination of the access toresources by social mOVement‘orgaﬂiza ons (Jenkins, 1983). Many scholars

have argued that among the large corporations that provide reso or social movement organizations

to mobilize, the medla deredtobe both agents of soc trol and important allies for the

protesters (e.g. SmlthandJohns 2002, Tilly and Tafrok\x?,ﬂfl,do;? arroll and Ratner, 1999). P‘ast i

research (e.g., Smith, 1998, 'S'mLthf,,etlial;:;:, 1997, S‘Iatér,’ 1998) shows Ihat;us‘iing prbteStS to: getpubhclty

through the media is a risky tactic. According to Smith and Johnston (2002), protests often result in

coverage that is unfavourable to he protesters. Unless social advocates do something dramatic, news

media will often ignore them (Tilly and Tarrow, 2007). However, when they do engage in attention-

grabbing strategies such asprot resultant media vaeréigéf‘i\sﬁ‘bﬁéh critical, andhasbeenshown to’
have negative effects on public attitudes and opinions about the protesters and their cause (Tilly and

Tarrow, 2007). Thus,sécialﬂ mos s engaged in conﬂi'éts4(“)\dzéfiii55uéé: related to pubhcpohcy or

morality are faced with dlfﬁcult dllemmas Edﬁéemihg whether and how to use sbcial~'prj6féSt;"éﬁd 'Whethkérfk ‘
the risks of getting bad publicity outweigh the alternative of getting little publicity at all (Smithand =

- Johnston, 2002).



Social movements are reliant on the media toco]mmun‘ieate ‘their' goals but they may have
difficulty in controlling how their statements' or action are,plgaced,inside the frames of the media. They
may also have difficulty in controlling the implicit con tent of ‘thos"e&média frames. In addition, social

c kmovem’ents must recognisethat their messagekis 1nterpreted through the biases of the media. These

include class bias between social movement actors and media owners; commercialization and the

dependence of ‘media on ratings and advertising revenueS'_ andﬁ the routine nature of news—gathering and

rehance on W1re servrces that make it difficult for orgamsations to develop personal contacts with the-

media (Smith 2002)
¥ kM“uch research has heen conducted on howm ! 1acoverssoc1al protests. Researchers have
pointed towards two main types of biases in media cov ; ge,thCh are selection and description biases
k(Smlth and J ohnston 2002) Studies on select1on blas' fo s primarily on the factors determining
whether a protest Would be covered Iti is stated in Carr ) ’,;Ratner (1999) that the media does not
considr thatlf protcss are equally newsworthy. Fators sich s size dgrseofvolenc,and th
presenceof counter—demonstratloncan enhance: a protest being covered (McCarthy et al.,
1996). Studles ofdescription biases, on the otherh ‘ nhow protests are represented (Jenkins,
1983; Carroll and Ratner 1 999- Bucchler, 200 3
Key questions. of descrlption biases 1ncl 1de to whi tent are protests framed in the media as .
~disruptions of “law and order whether the substantlve issues ar,e covered, and the ways through Which
. protesters are portrayed as non—credible actors ,(McCarthy and Zald 1977; Buechler 2008). Protest g
organizers understand that glmmlcks herghtened co 1 ts,and v;iolence are often,needed to attract media

- attention,phut,these same strategies tend to distract ttentlonfrom the issues raised by a protest and lead to

: portr’ayals Qf@protesters in the media fzas irrationai ) ' dev1ants (Martin, 2008). ,Scholars'repeatedly

‘ hat { he imedia is an important resource. to fo d facilitate social movements;_(Gamsonand .

o Wolfsfeldi 1993 Carroll and Hackett 2006) Howeve" s holars have tended to Undéﬂﬁine the media’s |
:ability to (or not to) give credibihty to s001a1 movements e



Nevertheless, media practices are not inherently COnservatiVe (McAdaIn;~et"~ al., 1996). Skilful
collaboration with the media on the part of movement organizers may help acquire better :chVerage ‘
| (McAdam et al., 1996). The tone (the mcod or feeling of a news article) of covefage,is"depéndent on
factors such as the pol‘itical perspective of the newspaper and local public opinions. Gamson’s - o
constructionist model of media/public relations indicates that both the media and the public po;kssies“s the
same cultural ‘frames’ that guiide understanding about issues and events (Gamson andWolfoe‘M, 1993)
Thus, media reporte"rsuse frames that are familiar and resonéte 'w'ith both ‘r’hemselvesand the public
(Gamson and Wolfsfeld 1993) On the surface this seems to be true but more studies are needed to
conclude on the i 1ssue Some literature used in this paper that deals w1th media concentrated mostly on 1ts‘k
positive aspects (Melucci;f1996;“ Carroll and Ratner, 1999’;"Til~1y énd_Tarrow, 2007); howeVer, a critical

evaluation of the mediafcohtenf is required.

Political Opportunity Structures i
* The structure of p011t10a1 opportunmes refers to the condmons in the polmcal systems Wthh

either facilitate or 1nh1b1t C : n‘ve‘actlon (Tarrow, 1998) The degree to. whrch 01V11 hbertles and

individual rights are respected in a 'glven society will also facﬂrtate or 1nh1b1t collectlve actlon (Tarrow

rather, they are the result ofc nfl rng*lnteractron‘ and polxt1ca1'~,st : gglle (Tarr’ow, ' ;99‘8). :‘In_ soc'raI* v

movement studies, "reperte‘iresﬁ:ffo test” (Tilly and Tarrow, 'QO(ST’?)‘khaive traditionaHy heenf’s;‘e‘en't"dk,be

influenced by a political opportun structurecon31st1ng of‘b"‘ofh 'av-ifforrnal'(‘institutiondl’aspect) an'dﬁ an :

informal (cultural) one (della Por't"éir? 1 999) Different repertmres are assocxated Wlth d1fferent

boycotts; the repertoire of neneulolent cwﬂ: drscbedrence wasfassﬂocrated with Gandhr s*c:wﬂrmo\ze‘ment to
hring forth inde'pendence to ]ndla(TlllyandTarrow, 2007).

A major‘breyakthr(‘)ugh; in scciui'm()vement research came when researchers ‘feundfthat 'secia'l a
 movements developand succeed'nOt h‘ecaiuse they*emerge to a:c’idressn'e‘v’v issues arising in the local

8



‘societyor mtemaf;ionally, but rather because something 1nthe larger political context allows existing
issues to 'b‘e‘ heard (Colin, 2008). Social movements are repriessed or facilitated in accordance with
existing political opportunity within nation—statesaj(Col"in,: 2008) For instance, if the stateelf)olkicies ofa
paﬂicnlar non-democratic ,knation‘ ban any type of LGBT (Lesb1a;n, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender)
activities, LGBT rightsn;ovements will be disallowedl?&; thepoh‘ucal system. This ‘means,tha,"t, any form
of mobilizing :,by,ﬂthe 'LGBTeommunity will be rende;jec‘i,gkiillegal{.k Accordmgly, changes in political
opportunity sﬁjuctnre::of a State oan directly impae’; a: Jso‘c,inl;:movernent’s‘ability to mobilize (Tilly and
Tamow,2007). Lo

| Social kNeZWQijki‘ng and Collective Identity .

,; One of the major foci of social movementyltesearehgand“theory‘j;dreoent years is thatan

understanding of social,netWorks in identity proeesses and partlcularly collective identity, is fundamental

to understandmg the dynam1cs ‘of social movements (', ‘; rong and:B¢rnstein, 2008; Castells, 1997,

‘k"Cohen 1985 Frledman and McAdam 1992). Inexplo‘ k‘:ng‘

' \eial‘fnetwc)'rks, Snow & McAdam (2000)

'have 'ksu‘gges‘tedfth,a‘t‘framlng“pf‘ro,cesse“s of construct mon ideology for movements constitute a

central meChaniS}mifacilitating linkages between in als‘f‘;and{s'ooiakl groups.

- Social movement research also emphasiz : construction of collective identities through

; ’{negotiations oVer the goals, means,~and eaniernm : jective action (Melucci 1989, 1996).
' : Collectwe identities renresen,t_tyhe“mesh betweenthe dual and cultural systems” (Gamson, 1992,
55)orthesets of “attitudes;commitrngnt‘s, and _,onur” (Friedman and McAdam, 1992, 157)
ha ’ k : bserlbeto Résearchers also indicate that such

ey 1dent1t1esare ‘negotiated‘ and re—n‘egotiated by acti n’r?n'selves as group members work’ in an ongoing

: way to deﬁne a collectlve we’ and its relatlon to;, PP ents (McAdam etal., 2001, 56 - 57)

,;‘;Identlﬁcatton with a group thatis: mostly !oughpamCular soc;xal,networks is one -
; necessary component of collectwe action, but scholars state that actwlsts must be strongly motlvated by

‘ :and commltted to that eollectwe identity in order to engage in sustamed collectwe act1on (e.g. Buechler :



2008; Gamson, 1991; Bandy and Smith, 1994). Thus, solidarity and collective identity become salient in
the formation of social networks and social movement organizing. Solidarity refers 0 the“strength of
our loyalties and commitment to a movement collective identity” ‘(Gamsan, 1:991, 45) Theeffortsof -
social movement organizations to promote shared ideologies (‘frame's‘,’tr) and createopportunrtresfor s
- interactions among’ actlvrsts help cultivate a sense of unity that is essent1al to group solidarity (Beuchler
2008). Researchers (Gamson 1991 Bandy and Smith, 1994 Buechler 2008) have found that sohdarrty i
involves informing and,as’sistingeach other of the issues that, ’may arise;v'vrth the police forces (such- as

police repression) in the duration of the movement. f'Geographiei‘houndaries,k limited shared experiences,

* and cultural diversity arehkely to complicate this process ~for?fraﬁsﬁaﬁcnal organizations. But

organizations with capacities for routine transnational exchange and negotiation may also be ableto

overcome these obstacles. -

Research has shown that much transnational actiVism‘* es the formation and maintenance of

closelyflinked somalnetw ks”?of"'activistsand organizations across'*l , ernational borders (e.g., Bandy &

Smlth 2005: Tarrow & Della Porta 2005) Thls networkmg is oﬁen facﬂltated by new: mformatlon and =

commumcatron technologle Beyler and Kr1e51 2005 della Porta and Tarrow 2005; Tllly and Tarrow 0

2007), wh11e framing processes of part flcular meamngs and networkmg across borders are also central to" \

the formation of transnatl‘ok k, mer ts (Della Porta, et al 2006) Most opportumtles for effectrve

collective action still ex1st1nthe nal and local. arena and do not necessarlly requlre transnatlonal
activism (Bandy & Smlthzoo , "&‘Della Porta, 2005; Txffy‘and Tarrow, 2007)

Since di‘fferent countrres 'ave'idrffe,rentcultures, ,polltlcal?opportunrtles,;and exrstmg socral‘ Y
hierarchies, there is astrong need fo ansnational mOVements to locahze théi,r concerns* and"strategies; ‘

But such locahzatron rnay “drssolve an 1nternatlonal movement 1nto separate strands take drfferent

dlI‘GCﬁOIlS and catchactmst's m'th, 1s:of domestlc confhct structures” (Tarrow 2005 p 61) Many

studies 1Hustrate that the 1nterface between the transnatronal and the natronal (or local) represents a fertr]e
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ground for analysis and should be explored more in-depth (Beyler and Kriesi, 2005; della Porta and
Tarrow, 2005; Tilly and Tarrow, 2007).
- The present studies of social movement scholars‘,’fsueh as Charles Tilly, Sidney Tarrow, and

Donatella della Porta, have focused specifically on the int’e‘ "ction between transnational activism and the

media of the local somety where the collective. actrons are staged (Bandy and Sm1th 2004; Guidry et al

200()) Thls Was demonstrated more 1n-depth in the sub sectlon in the Literature Review ent1tled ‘Media

and Resource Moblhzatron (p 6) Cultural codes drscour sf and practlces constrtutmg resources

provrded by the rn’edra,t explam how,1nd1v1duals can make se :,Jof other peﬁople s actions, their own

actions, and how other people will make sense of therr own actions ﬂ(’,della Porta and Tarrow, 2005).

‘he‘,,;e'kxtent to which glObalization shapes

o Whllemanysoc1a1 rnovement scholarship de

' 'movenrentSand ~p'olities~ ,Slater '(‘1‘\998) reﬂec'ts th' “t‘sy‘are;quite explicit about the global

drmensror‘s of thelr struggles qlater s (1998) ana Q@l@ﬂd social movement leads him to

‘ conclude that actrvrsts do mdeed share collectlve ttranscend geographic boundaries‘ For

- example, the LiberationzTigers ':of Tamil Eelam (LT ) V‘ernentf(:a Slmggl‘? to claim rights for the.
r ,Tamrl—speakmg people in Sr1 La.nka) has develop "‘dentities as a f‘T’amil grk(,)up? in,many
| countnes—such as Canada, UK Germany, Sw' el Australra,to name a few (Wayland, 2004). -
- ‘TﬁhefeLTTE»movement has, for‘rnanykyears 'transc ded e geographlcal borders of Sri Lanka through the
.‘,ykftransnatlonal collec‘uve act1ons and networkmg 0 ’ :,,iasp‘ora aeros_sthe globe. S‘im’ilar to-the

: acthlStS f‘the LTTE movement around the s ‘ 'ional;aetivists operate simultaneously in both

w :“nanonal, “diruansnatlonal"pubhe spheres as t : "te‘un;iyv,ersal norms and devise strategies for

‘ ,,pursumg therr global arms in local and natronal ‘Onteth ;(’McAdarn et al',,’ 1996)

' lfconclude that critics could argue that tr ;,‘allsocialmoyements oe‘cur.onl,y across borders
in the glob"al "s'p‘h'ere.‘ : H0wever,, in my. oprnlon, it frs'r;e e,Vant 1in a globalizing world-—where the local



seems to be inevitably intertwined with the global—to examine various local movements’ relationship

with other similar movements around the world. As people migrate from one locality to another,‘national ‘
- issues are retained and speciﬁc networks are sustained by the migrants. These transnational networks are '

then used in order to advocate a national issue within and beyond geographical borders. |

Gaps in Research.and Directions for Future research |

In summary, thep first and the most obvious gap in contemporary literature is a lacl(of enamination]ot "

the positive relationship ’that the state andcsocial ‘movements can khave. ’As‘stated m the above discussions,

the state and social movements are presented in literatures as opponents ‘However, the ‘relationship and»’ k

communication between state—aSS:isted movements and the state are never examined in sufficient depth to

explore thepr‘SSibility: that not all movements are in ‘oppositlon to the:State and that a positive relationship

p may be possible. '

The second gap is that"more‘ krempi’.rical studies from the;m{i‘cr 'evel‘,k’are required. Research into

transnational social movements must undertake empirical eXami tion of the multiple dimensions along

Which groups of iparticular tran'snationalf social movement'organiz‘ations a‘remdispersedaCross the globe.

As well as, researchers should explore how th1s dlspersal beyond tl border can be a‘factor to the framing

of a transnat1onal socral movement The process through whrch specific frames are constructed w1th1n a

transnatlonal social’movementﬁthat operate s‘rmultaneously ;in various geograph1cal b’o‘undanesneeds to be k

: eiplored in more detail.i k

A ﬁnal gap is that the l1terature falls to pomt out that all s001al movements (espemally transnatronal

movements) have 1mproved or readj ted therr frames and methodof mobrhzmg by learmng from the ’

Thus ’ more studres should be

fa1lures and successes of other past orongomg socral movements’

conducted on the development of soc1al movements from the past to the present By Vrewmg how socral

' movements have altered therr protest strategles one would be able to see 1f movements have changed to

accommodate the new and upcomlng trends of the socrety (such as the use of new technologres)
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Thus; following the arguments in this section, an analysis of local media coverage of transnational
protests should pay attention to: (1) the resources expended by :‘media organizations to cover an event; @
the jdynamios of news production in play throughout the ‘PM?SSQ and (3) how the dynamicsinﬂuence the

news contents.

'The F ocus of Mv Research

In cons1der1ng the above drscussrons 1n th1s paper 1 intend to“analyze the contents of the news
artlcles from The Globe and Mazl that reported on the 2009 Tamil protest in Toronto The medra

. coverage of thrs transnatronal protest has yet to receive m ‘d1scuss10n in the hterature Desp1te the

mvolvement of protesters from more than one country and having the state and the 1nternatrona1
communlty as targets rnany of the most promrnent Tamil transnatronalprotests were conducted n

spe01ﬁc locahtles One of the 1ssues addressed 1s how and Nk ether transnational protests would influence

' local protest eultures ,and,loca1f~pub1ic opinions. Bak, on ycritrclsm‘of the literature," thkis deserves

more attention from social movement scholars.

My hteraturef review examined a wide rang dies indicating that future research of

transnational SOCial moVemen‘ts should use‘ more is as a way to understand that social

network, resource mobrhzatron pohtlcal oppo 1 ] ational ties areimportant elements of

i transnat10na1 moblhzmg Natronal medla are often h  be reflective of theiideoiogies of the nation- -

state and the dommant 1deology Thus cr1trca11' analyzing the content ofa national media‘can provide ‘

- 1n51ghts 1nto how and why transnatronal socral g"o ments emerge transform and evolve As weH the

& ‘s,uccesSe'sl and farlures of transnat1onal socral movements can be better conceptuahzed through

, understandrng the relatlonshlp of state pohcles and media portrayal of 1ocal protests——reﬂectmg global :

- issues.

 The first component of thls study wrll brreﬂy'dlscuss the hrstory of the Tamrl movement in Sri

i ’,Lank and around the world The ‘Background sectlon should provrde a preamble on the 1nformat10n




- rneeded to completely understand the purpose of the 2009 Tamil protest in Toronto. kNeX‘t; in the -
“Theoretical Perspective’ section, I will explain in detail Medium Theory and New Socialil‘\'/IoVement'

o - Theory, which will be the overarching theoretical framework guiding this study. The mam rnethOdo‘logy
used for this study is content fanalysis‘.‘ The reason for choosing content analySisas armetho‘d-for‘this
study will be explained in the ‘Research Methods’ section. This section will also provide a detailed
description of how this studywas conducted by using content'analy:Si's; Finally, the: next two sections will
outline the findings of this study. A general discussion will be pr'ovikded to explicate the relationship

between my findings and the general research. I will conclude with policy recommendations.

Background: Tamil Dia‘spora

i Sri Lanka

The Tamrl draspora 1s comprrsed mostly of refugees and ex1les who were forced to leave therr
home country (Sr1 Lanka) because of conﬂlct rather than because of economlc need or the wrsh to forge a

new l1fe abroad (Wayland 2004 The Tam1l draspora 1ncludes Tam1l language speakrng people who |

have mamly orlgmated from theIsland of Sr1 Lanka m the Ind1an Ocean Wthh was formerly known as

: Ceylon (Append1x l F1gure l) (Tyyska 2006) The prox1m1ty to the lndran subcontrnent has facrhtated

close cultural 1nteract10n between Sri Lanka and Indla (Appendlx l Frgure 2) The populatlon of Sr1 ks

Lanka is estrmated to be 19 668 000 ‘(Government of Sr1 Lanka 2001) Accordrng to the 2001 Sr1

e Lanka S Census (Appendrx 1 Tables l and 2) Tamrl speakmg mlnorrtres in Sr1 Lanka compnse

approxrmately ten per cent of the po ulat1on who marnly resrde in the northern and eastern coast of the '

1sland and elght percent of other ethnrc groups Wthh mcludes Muslrm rnmor1t1es The rest of the

populat1on (approxrmately 82%) consrsts of a Smhalese speakmg majorlty who populate the central and ’

southern parts of Sri Lanka The current chref of the state of Sr1 Lanka is Presrdent Mahrnda Rajapaksa
(since 19 November 2005) who has been Voted presrdent for a sxx‘year term (Govemment of Srr Lanka).

oS Lanka has expenenced as drd other countrres around the world long perlods of Portuguese (1505—
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. ‘Tlgers

lk65 8f~); Dutch (1658-1796) and British (1 796—1 948) colonisation. Finally, Sri Lanka received its
independence from Britain on February 4, 1948 k(W;ilson,‘Z()‘(’)Q).ﬁ /s
| History of the Violent Conflict’ | |
The roots of the Violent conflict in Sri Lanka .,can betraced?back to the inability of the centralized
Smhalese domlnated state to respond effectively to the uneven development and lack of equal access to

~ 'power between the Tamrl m1nor1ty groups and the Smhal’ : onty groups (Wayland, 2004).

D1scr1mmatory language pohcres unfalr access to educat1onand pubhc service employment and state-

run settler programmes for Slnhalese farmers in e trlled by Smhalese—domlnated state

k contr1buted to a sense of bemg second—class c1trzens amo g the mmor1ty Tamil populatron in Sr1 Lanka
(Stokke and Ryntvret, 2000) L - |
The moblhty, educatlon employment and c1tlzensh1p of Tam11s ’were V1olated and this lack of

equal opportumty trlggered the rise of the Tamll‘n : ggle In brlef as the Tam11 m1nor1ty s
: demand for pohtlcal power was left dlssatlsﬁed here were long years of conﬂlct between the Srnhalese

majonty govemment and the Tam1l mmorlty popula . In ,l974 Mr Veluprllar Prabhakaran formed a

mllltant group called the Tam1l New Trgers ( N 0 2000) By 1975 the TNT renamed itself the

Lrberatron Tlgers of Tamll Eelam (LTTE) whlch be th guerrllla organlzatlon that was at the
forefront of the struggle for an mdependent and autonomous 'Tarml natron (Wllson 2000) In the latter
_part of the century, thls nat1onahst Tamrl grou : came,to be known worldwrde as the “Tamil
ed to foﬁh the Tamil United Liberation Front
ern provmces mto 2 ‘Tamrl Eelam (Neangoda

kk 2007) meanmg a ‘Tam11 homeland’ In July 1983 the conﬂlct escalated when m111tant Tamrls krlled

thrrteen mhalese soldlers in an ambush n the?no j of the 1sland (Bose 1994) As well ‘there

were k riots held at the fallen soldrers mass funeral resultmg mthe deaths of 300 Tamlls accordmg to

| govemment :ﬁgures and as many as 3 000 accordmg to Tam11 accounts (Bose l994) Subsequently,



‘k Tamil youth (male and female) began to participate in the insurgency movement in large numbers,

. resulting in an official and ﬁﬂl-scale civil war in the north-eastern part of the country.

‘Opposing Tamil groups, k,inckludin'g, a breakaway LTTE group in ‘eastern"Sri’ Lankak'sfince 2004, :
| have been challenging the claim of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelarh (LTTE) to be ‘the‘sOIe :

‘ ;’ | representative of the Tam11 people’: (Stokke and Ryntviet, 2000). It is important to note that the Tamrl P
| liberation struggle has also fenta’iledviolence between these various opposing Tamil militant groups;'i

, ’which has created a diVidetVi,thin the Tamil minority population,;“an is’sue.that is hardly discussed Within'
the Tam11 communrty Though Sri Lankan Tamils have portrayed themselves as V1ct1ms to gam asylum .
~ in Western states, the LTTE and nval Tamil militants have commrtted 1nnumerab1e human rlghts
violations (Hydman 2003) The Tamﬂ Tigers have been 1mphcated m numerous assass1nat10ns such as

- those of Indian Prlme Mmrster Raj iv Gandhi in 1991 and of Sr1 Lankan PreSIdent Premadasa in 1993 and

_ in the bombings of cwrhan ?*'and,-Buddhlst shrines (Goodha e t; al., 2002). Anf 1mportant ,fact to

 qote is that the tactlcs employed" 'y:’the LTTE resulted mn them bemg ‘fbanned as a terrorist orgamzatlon in

~ thirty-two countries: (as of 2009) . ncludmg the Unlted States ’Unlted ngdom India, Austraha Canada

: and‘themembernatrons of the E opean Unlon (Orjuela, 2008) ‘p Sl

- Peace Negotiations and Inter na Ald 10 Stop Conflict

 The first round of neg ns-bétween the Sri Lankangovernmentand the LTTE oceurred in-

: k Thimpu, Bhutan in 1985 (Coy p ‘owever th1s peace talk Was short lived and: the conﬂlct resumed '

. The platform of the People’sAll Party, led by former Presrdent Chandrlka Kumaratunge promlsed

to bring an end to the 01V11 wa atmg with the LTTE (Orjuela 2003) ‘One of the ﬁrst moves of

the new goverMenti was to h‘e‘gm,‘pe “alks in 1994 In August 1995 the Presrdent called for

constltutxonal reform that would grant m "*e powers to Sr1 Lanka s elght regions; mcludmg greater
autonomy forTamﬂs (O‘rjue}a,. ;20‘03).”' 'fortunately, the proposal generated great opposrtlon from the
Pre51dent s Smhalese supporters Who beheved 1t offered too much and also from Tamrls who argued that ‘

it gave too little. The attempts to have peace talks between the Sr1 Lankan government and the LTTE
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became not only short—liued but also impractical. After a major suicide attack by the LTTE on
Bandaranaike International airport in 2001, aceaseﬁreagreement, brokered by Norway, was signed by
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe and LTTE leader frahhakaran in 2002 (Bivand Erdal, 2006).
During this peace process, six rounds of negotiations wereheldbetween the government of Sri-Lanka and
the LTTE. The LTTE w1thdrew from the talks in 2003 by statmg that there were inadequate steps taken
to rebuild the:war—hit areas ,('Bi;Vand Erdal, 2006). ~Th3~:fViereﬁ¢¢ ,esQaiated again and the ceasefire
agreement was ofﬁcially,abolished in2008. ’

The ofﬁ01al demlse of the ceaseﬁre agreement has now Ied to the current claims of genocide by

: the Tamil dlaspora against the Srl Lankan mrhtary groups.; However the claims of genocide have been

outrrght denled by the Sri. Lankan government asthe Sr1 Lankanmlhtary pursued an end to.terrorism (the

LTTE) in Sr1 Lanka (UN News 2009). .
e In t;he,begmnmg of January 2009, the Sri Lank "{fernrnent;troops captured Kilinochchi, which
has been the de facto capital of the LTTn for the: p, 7;(IRIN -2009). At the end of J. anuary 2009,

the town of Mullarthrvu was captured by governme ‘ "l’ps" ]RIN ,2009). On February 12,2009, the

_government of Sl"l; Lanka declared a twelve,Krlome' ‘?No:if'lre ,Z;one (NFZ) along the western coast
of the city of Mullaithivu;and, called all civilians 1 C itfor their own. 'safety (Human Ri'ghts :

‘Watc':hf 2009). Asa result of‘these:intense attacks('m{ ’ TTE terrrtory, the Tam11 Tigers conducted a

~ “ 'surclde arr attack in Colombo on February 20, 2009 IRIN ,009) After a long four month period of .

S idommant attacks by. the Sri Lankan Army on LT, kps in. the northern areas of Sri Lanka the LTTE

‘as a last resort, proposed a call for peace negotlat" : ,ufman ‘Rights Watceh, 2009).  However, the

g government refused the offer and ms1sted that the T,; Iml Tlgers lay down arms. In the ensuing month of

: ,Aprrl 2009 1ncreased attacks contmued in the are here the govemment of Srl Lanka claimed that the

k o;’LTTE were,’hldmg (IRIN 2009) Flnally, ,m the "mldd of :May 2009, the long-standing : and self—

'procla edleaderof theLTTE Mr. Velupr’ll'ar abhakaran along with the remamlng members of his

| troops was krlled by the Sri Lankan Army (IRIN 2009) The brtter end had ﬁnaﬂy come to the confhct
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that has lasted for more than a quarter of a century. Unfortunately, the conflict m the year 2009 alone has
lefta devastating number of over300, 000 Tamil civilians mternallydisplaced er1 Lanka ‘The UN
estimates as many as 20, 000 Tamil civilian casualties in this k2009kconﬂkict; though, thlsnumberhas not
’ been confirmed (UN ‘News,‘2’009)‘.y ‘
n ransnrztional e amil ’ly)idspoyra"" B

"The internal conﬂict ‘inSr‘i‘ Lanka has caused a massive 7emlgration of Sri Lankan Tamils. The v
outflow of Sti Lankan mlgrants has been in two ycategories:k (l)' those seeklng a ‘refugee’ statué? and (2)
= professronals looklng for peaceful and profitable place of settlement The second category of m1grants has
: always searched for a ‘Western locatlon to settle and could easrly be cla551ﬁed as a ‘brain dram for Sr1

‘Lanka’s economy 1nclud1ng the Tam1l reglons (Orjuela 2008)

Currently, the Sr1 Lankan Tamil dlaspora is estlmated to be more than 800 000, w1th close to '

250,000 living in Canada ‘an | pprox1mately 90% of the 25();0 re ,1d1ng n the Greater Toronto Area

(GTA) (Wayland 2004) The Tamll dlaspora in Toronto hask cknowledgeo as the largest

concentratlon in the World of a dlaspora in one partlcular clty ] ejas'y:to‘lrnagme that thls kmd of S

' concentratlon can have amajor ‘i,m‘pa.ct,on'k th’e GTA. From the stan ~polnt of the‘Tamyil‘Struggle several o

 positive features emerged as a result o:'f?thi's outflow. Overseas Tamils became the priméfy séu'r-é’e of

- funding for the LTTE and:,; argu many scholars have stated at the Tamﬂ struggle in Lankacould

not have been sustained wrthout the'k"ﬁnanmal ald that has been se by the dlaspora (Orjuela 2008) Such

‘ ﬁnanc1al assistance has also b'eenno fdfto, beuseful in carmg fo an ndeteMmate number ‘o‘f :T’amrls who

were displaced and ended'un’ﬁ 1 fugeeswrthm their own country. th?iscc‘)nnectio'n‘”fun s that were

channelled through various temples and churches, the Democratic Tamil Cultural Association, the

Canadian Tamll Con gress g 'the Internat10nalFederat1on of Ta;mrls, k' and many other such ethmc 'NGOs have

played a key role (Or}uela 2008)

Clearly at thrs stage Tamrl natlonallsm had entered a ‘tra' natronal’ phase The pr1mary functron :
of the Tamrl transnatr’_onal m'o’vement hasbeen' to strengthen the 'natro‘nahsm at home i m Sri Lanka. The
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Tamil 'communityabroad has served as a medium of propaganda and a form of transnational nationalist
movemen t' for the “Tamil cause’ (Wilson, 2000) "This"’, at ftirnes, ,had the ability to create some very
ernharras:sing moments for the Sinhalese governr_nent mSn I’ranka.’_Nurnerous newspapers, magazines and
periodicals around the world, such as Dinakaran, LHakathdihilan ‘World Tamil News Internet Radio,

. Tube Tamil, Thz'nakural, have been the main outkletsk used,"kfor:s‘,uch; propaganda work(Bivand Erdal, 2006).
Th1s mass commumcatlon network also served as a forum for debatmg the various issues concernlng
Tamﬂs Telev1sron and radlo statrons newspapers and a myrlad of mternet sites keep Tamils around the ‘

world 1nforrned;of developments in the homeland, whllef nurnerous;language and dance schools help

preserve Tamil culture across the generations (Wmland an ayland, 1999). Temples and churches,

religious festivals and a large number of organizatio"  Coniehi women’s and sports groups) play an
importantrole in providing,ameaningﬁll sociat env1r nent f Tamrls, offering practical information
anda sense of commumty (Biyand Erdal, 2006) Th } o large nurnbers of Tarnil organizations that
engage n development and humanitaian ok in i Lanka. They include cverything from the wide-
ause of its links with the LTTE) to home
prnentf‘projects in their villages and schools.
'The role of the‘ Tamil ‘Societies:,;formed in 'al‘mo ‘ trywhere Tarnils haye settled, to‘o, has to be
recogmsed as-a forum for outhnmg and debat' ‘ nSn Lanka(W ayland, 2004). g

A more recent phenomenon from the 0 rension has been the counter propaganda

’?agarnst the LTTE Thrs counter propaganda has b tab Shedby investigations conducted against

‘ LTTE supportmg orgamzatlons in the thrrty tw e " ;“Whoi’have classified LTTE as a terrorist
:organrzatron. The COunteripropaganda has re Ited in the ban of all Tamil organizations,and their money

~ r,trans:fers"and:other related ‘ac‘t,‘ivities that occurs‘z'acro fand;'within the borders. This phenomenon of

‘counter propaganda canbe easrly related to rny ea’ k :“dlscu‘sfsion of the atrocities of the LTTE and their

'"mportant pohtrcal 1eaders mﬂlcted by the LTTE

u actlcs That is, the ongomg Vrolencet
over the years could have sparked the recent I‘ISG of counter propaganda and close mvestlgatrons and
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andits of Tamil organizations. Nevertheless, the counter propaganda and the'WérldWide ban of LTTE
have faﬂed to weaken the strong national identity and the“right? of self- dete rrn ; natlono fy‘ythe‘ Tam1ls
(Bivand Erdal, 2006). | r
The Tamil diaspora worldwide has completely utirized ~t‘he‘ir,right’; to self-déteaﬁiﬁaiﬁéﬁ; as

stipulated in by the United Nation’s international law, in their efforts as a transnational social movement

to bring awareness to the génerai public about the inc‘reasedk, infténSif}’kdf" kthe conflict in Sri Lankaﬂinfthe: .
year 2009. In particular, ‘~~theTarnil‘diaspora in Toronto has been prote’sting:to raise awareness about the
displacement and deaths of many ‘civilians who have been caught in the crossﬁre of the conﬂlct between
the Sri Lankan government and the LTTE since J anuary 2009 The Tamﬂ dxaspora gathered in thousands
constantly from January 2009 to"May 2009 at the Houses of Parhamentrn Toronto and Ottawato show -
- their drstraught at the srlence shown by the Canadian Prlme Mrmster (Steven Harper) on the escalatmg

‘ Vrolence agamst Tamrl crvrhans 1nﬂrcted by the Sr1 Lankan Srnhalese dommated state

- Based on the h;terature,the Tamﬂ protest of 2009 exem "1 ifi esthe_crrterra and thernes out,lined‘ in

the literature review, 1nclud1ng (1) mobilizing structures; (2) framing; (3) political opportunity structnre kY

(POS).

First, the Tamil dlaspor abroad used all the required el nts ofa:transnationalisocial:la e
movement. This in’cluded the r‘fnrobﬂ‘iz‘ing;structures’,' the 1nformal "andf formal organ’iZational forms : .
,a\;ailable to protest organizers suchasunrons ’an’d support groupsfrom out51de theTamﬂcommumty F or

: exarnple a report in The Varsiiy, Uoffnewspaper,news onhneonMay 26, 2009 stated that not only was

| the Tamrl protest n Toronto supported' by on—proﬁt Tamil ‘organizations like the TamiI‘Ckanadian :

: Congress but also by the Umted Steelwork 1 s Umon the Unrversrty of Toronto student unlon and the -

Toronto Coaht1on to Stop the War

~and sets of common grlevances that Justrfy collectwe and transnatronal actron (Trl y and Tarrow 2007)

" was Very well structured as the protest partlcrpants in Canada and worldwrde chanted ‘No more
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Genocide’ and held signs that showed unity and shared values of the movement. These ‘frames’ were
used consistently and with solidarity as every pa‘rticipant, :ihrhe protest believed and protested for the
-.same issuefcause.

Fmally, the Tamil protesters made good use of the pohtlcal oppor‘cumty structure (POS) made

available to them by the Canadlan Charter of Rrghts and Fr el

m ~and' Canada S hberal :democratrc Values ‘

of ¢ freedom to moblhze By deﬁmtlon, pohtlcal opportumty structures are. d1mens1ons of the p011t10a1

environment that encourages collectlve action to be co, ucted wi é[fe;W or no re,strrctrons (Tllly and

Tarrow, ;,2(,),0,7),.,;Forexample,theT amil communr ,' { " idarity protesting with little or no

* restraints, on Parliament Hill and U.S. consulate, and also occupied major thoroughfares in Toronto.

The'ore‘tiic'al‘ Pefsbeciivés"7 |

Two theoretlcal perspectrves will guxde , dium Theory and New Social Movement

k ‘Theory Medlum Theory, accordmg to Meyrow focuses on the medium’s characteristics rather

than on what it conveys or how 1nforma‘uon isre :edlum Theory, a medium is not s1mply a

‘ neWspaper;"thefInterneh s g1ta1 camera, and S0 i the symbolic environment ofany

) commumcatwe act (Meyrow1tz 1994) Medla, a atever content is transmltted 1mpact

: k1nd1v1duals and socrety Scholars assoc1ated w1th Medium ;heory: are Marshall McLuhan (1963 1966
1988) Joshua Meyrow1tz (1985) and N1el Pos n i |

Medlum Theory ls used to descrrbe a ‘aches‘“ uSed to examine how the means of

express1on of human communrcatlon 1mpact the meaning(s) of human commumcatlon(s) (Meyrowu:z, '

o 1994) k'kThe ba51c argument of Medlum Theo erstand more fully medla s contrlbutlon to social

chang Elsenstem 1983) ThlS accordmg to E { k,983) can be achreved by drawmg heavrly on

o analysm of the forms of commumca‘uon 1nstea of g exclusrvely on the more trad1t10nal concerns "

withw oscontrols the medra f1nst1t‘ut10ns and wit ta’uve or persuaswe 1mpact of medra messages

uh putlt,‘the medlum is themessag 2N , an beheved that We should observe not only the B




, media itself but ‘the ways in which each new medium disrupts traditionand,reshapes social life’ (Croteau

and Hoynes 2003, 307). McLuhan ,believed that the social impact of the media Béccme?“ari?extensmn of
“our senses, and alter our social" yvbrld’ (Croteau and Hoynes, 2(503 5 3,‘07)*.’7 E’Very"m’edium ha51ts own ; S

! poSSibilities and limitations of communication that shapethe product{ionfand consumptionio‘f texts e
With respect to the'transnational"soc‘ial‘movement, NewlSo’;‘c‘ia‘l’pMoyement ‘(NSM)'Thec‘)ry:is a theory 55
that attempts to explain ,thek"'oyerabundance of new movements thathave come up in various weste‘rn: e
SOCieti'es roughly since thef mld- 1960s which are claimed to departs‘igniﬁcantlyﬁom the converitional
social’ movement parad1gm (Meluccl 1980). New Social Movement Theory looks at various collectlve

‘actions, their 1dent1ty and on thelr relatlons to culture, ldeology and poht1cs (Buech]er 2008) The NSMs

are believed to be less concern‘ed' about issues of 'economlc'wellbelng, Examples“of thenew movements

include the women"s m‘()Ve‘ment,;the ecoIOgy movement, gay right; niovement ‘and'yariousfpeace e

: movements among others Many of these NSMs tend to empha31ze socral changes in 1dent1ty, lifestyle

- and culture, rather than pushlng for spe01ﬁc changes in pubhc pohcy or for economic change (Koopmans,

~1996). NSMs consrst of an*mfo;rm 1, loosely orgamzed SOCljal"netWo‘rk of supporters rather than

members. Protest groupstendt ngle issue based and are o ‘loc,al’in:tenns'of the:scope‘:of'change

they wish to effect. As well, NSMs ‘last;roﬁger than singl’e 1ssueca pa1gns and wish to See',c’hange onan

 (inter)national level on vari " s m‘relatlon to their set of behefs ‘and ideals. The NSM Theory

k emphasrzes the cultural nature of the new movements and views them as struggles for control over the

- production of meaning V'and‘the“‘cons utlon[of ne'w coll’ective ~'1‘den’titiest (Melucci,‘k 198‘0’), i

Research Methods ’ Content Analysis of N atlonal Medla
Content analysrs isa ‘fte 5 for gathermg and analyzmg the content of a text” (Neuman |
2006 322) Content ana1y51 » ylsa rese: l_too] used to detenmne th‘e ,presence of certam words,or .
5 concepts wrthm texts or sets of text Usmg t}ns method ’resear‘chers are able to quantxfykandanalyze the "

~presence, meanmgs and relat1onsh1ps of such words and concepts then make mferences about the ‘
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messages within the texts, the writer, the audiencg and eventhe culture and time (Neuman, 2006). There
aretwo forms of content analysis, which are qualitative ‘and;quantitative content analysis. Quantitative
content analysis involves the collection of dataabout;the; medla content, such as topics or issues,
messages. determined by key words in contcxt,‘cir‘culatiorrgfthe media (audience reach) and frequency,
and the media form (television, newsprint, audio,:andso forth) (Gray and Guppy, "2QO‘3).’ Qualitative
content analysis examinestherelationship betvwe"n the textand 1ts lil(ely audience and, tries to determine k

the likely meamng of texts to aud1ences—~recogmzmg that mecha texts are open to multlple different

meanrngs to different readers (Gray and Guppy, \2003); ,a ,qualltatlve content analysis pays attention

to more than simply the text 1t focuses on the audrence medra and the contextual factors w1th1n a ‘“text’.

- My research question for this study is: Ho ': rd, n,ew': artlcles trom The Globe and Mail national

newspaper portray the transnational social movement ff o of thek’T,amil diaspora in Toronto? In order

to. clearly address thls research questlon 1 used the qualitativ content analysrs methodology because an

in- depth analysrs of the news artrcles 1s requlred ‘ "comprehend the potentral meamngs

(manrfe‘st or la_ten?t) for ~'@‘1;d1?nc¢5 produced th;rough ) in he artrcles wrltten on the. 2009 Tamll
protest. If the quantitative content analysis is u m "rpartrcular research questlon‘,,lwould not
have been able to interpret thef contextual fa’ctor : ur ydithertexts in‘ the news ariicles As well,

w1th a quantrtatlve analy51s 1t would be dlfﬁcult to how the artlcles portray the events surroundrng
the Tamrl protest
: As part of the Tamrl dlaspora, L have had' any ncounters w1th mdrvrduals (not part of the Tamil

' ﬂd1aspora) whc constantly make racrst and stereotyplcal clalms about the ‘Tam1l Tlgers that have made

. me w0nder, about the sources of these stereotyp alv Srnce the med1a especrally the prmt med1a is

c groups ina certam way, I thmk 1t 1s 1mportant to

= always blamed for rernforcmg labels and frammg e

~ look deeper ‘1nto the texts of newspaper artrcles to analyze 1f in fact the contents of newspaper artrcles

actually contrlbute to labellmg, stereotyprngi and gene lrzmg of the Tamrl dlaspora s efforts in

‘ conductmg a transnatronal socral movement ln order to' analyze the Tamrl transnatlonal socral
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f“,’mévement, it is important to use newspaper articles as a main source because most media provide
:"su‘fﬁcient coverage on the ’efforts of social movementorganizations and they are accessrbleat all times via
':::Internet news article archives. 1 chose to analyze articles from Tke Globe and Mail natronal newspaper
if"k;"fbecause it is Canada’s largestfcirculating national newspaper and I believe its Widespread Hachand
"reade‘rship will provide me With‘agood selection of ‘content to analyze. Sty g2 .

| ~ Sampling procedures ~areyery“important in the‘ giene’ralizabilityof‘the research Thus, as rnyi‘ -
sampling technique T used purposwe sampling (N euman, 2006) because I have a defined population o
'k‘:(Tamil Diaspora) and the sampling element has been analyzed over: a speclﬁc time period. The time L '
'i""‘,f' rframe of January 2009 to May 2009 is effective for this study because many 1mportant events have
~occurred since January 2009 th :?Chas to be analyzed and recorded As my samplrng procedure Iwent

5 ,fthrough the archive of online articles in T he Globe and Mazl and chose the news articles that particularly

~ discussed the 2009 Tamil protest"‘m Toronto I made sure that my sample of article did not 1nclude
articles that reported on the h1story of the Sri Lankan conﬂlctor' th"e’Current escalated conflict in Sri

::[ Lanka

Validity and reliability are two factors which any qualitative researcher should be concemed

about whrle designing a study, : ‘alysing results and Judgin‘g’ the quahty of the study. On the broadest
sense reliability and validityaddress 1ssues about the quality of the data and appropriatenessf of the .
methods used in carrymgaresearch project (Neuman, 2006). Reliability addresseshow accurately your‘
 research methods and techn1ques produce data (Neuman, 2006) “The use primary (content yanalysis) and
. secondary research '(other literatures)mmy study to corroborate data sources increases’the reliability of
- i‘my reSearch. ‘Validity addreyssésﬁfﬁtheiappropriateness of the method to the research Question'~@ euma"n,‘
20‘06)! That is, my research' shouldexplain what I said I would be explaining in my 'kresiearCll‘qué:SﬁOHV-' In
- order to validate sorneof my claims mthis study, I used secondarysources frOmrjourna‘l articles and‘ text

books. These academic arti’éle's':and‘kteth were all retrieved from the Ryerson University ‘online library :
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seareh engine. I believe these secondary sources are reliable because the texts and online materials are
representative academic sources that demonstrate thetrus_twor‘thiness of my study and arguments.

_As an initial step, using the internet archives ofIhe “leob‘e‘,_and Mail newspaper articles on the
’Ryerson University hbrary website, 1 searched forartieles that werewritten on Tamil Tigers/LTTE and
social movements involving‘ the Tamil diaspora from Janu,afyf 2009 to May 2009. [used key-words, such
as ‘Tamrl Tigers’ and ‘Tamrl Protest’, to guide my. search Then, I prrnted out all the newspaper articles
pertaining to the Tam1l d1aspora and their protest w1thm the requrred tlmehne I examined the articles and
elrmrnated those articles that were clearly not Wlthm the parameters of my research question. After
selectlng the artlcles I numbered them by labelhng them (Al A2 and so on) in chronological order by

date (See Appendix 2) In the end, [ had twenty—nme artrcles that were specific to my research ‘question,

all of which were used toconduct the content analys

Then, Lidentified the dommant themes conta' N 'd :'nkmy sample of articles to explicate the

broader context through Wthh The Globe and. Mazl newspaperfls representmg the Tamil diaspora. The

followmg themes were 1dent1ﬁed through my process of codmg state-movement relationship, political

'opportumty,‘ktaotlcs/repertolres;of contention, targe ban ?d-t?rfonst‘gmupa symbolism of Tiger insignias,
and the populration,of the Tamk,ilr diaspora.- Thefollowmgchart provides a detailed explanation of these\ ‘

themes::
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Term k : ' Explanation

The going interaction that the Tamil protesters had with the government
B (Federal, Provincial and Mumclpal) and the state authorities (police). For
State-movement example, the government support given to the protesters or lack thereof the
relationship direct or indirect involvement of author1t1es with the protesters.

‘The political structure that is in place in the state that allows the freedom to.
Sl - protest. For example, the liberal democratic values of the Canadran state '
Political opportunity allow all citizens to participate and organize movements. : o

: The ways in which people act together in pu;rsu1t ofa partlcular goal That is,
eTact1cs/Repert01res of | the methods that are used to bring awareness to a social movement for =

contention ‘ example marchmg, chanting, fastmg and so forth.

’ ,‘,The goal or intent of the protesters. For example who are the Tamils -
, :tprotestmg against? How are they dlrectmg their goal?

| LTTE ban around the world, mcludmg Canada. The affect of the ban on the
Banned terrorist group. . Tamil protesters would be measured in this category. .

| The extent to which the symbolic use of flags, hats, Toshirts that have the
Syrnbohsm of Tlger sl emblem of the LTTE can have on the Tamrl transnatronal socral movement

insignias = ‘efforts '
The population ofthe T k B Ty R
Tamil diasporain | The ‘size and concentration of the Tamil diaspora in Toronto. What is the
Canada -~ - | significance of the concentration of a particular diaspora in one city?

- Lalso categorized the 'articles to establish whether the‘comments attributed in each article to the -

t‘ Tamil dxaspora were posrtrve negatlve or neutral-in tone. An art1cle was categonzed as posrtlve 1f the -
comments were favourable in tone to.the cause and efforts of the soc1al movements of the Tamll d1aspora
For example if the article,providesan explanation of why this,social frnove,ment is crucial‘for the Ta.rnil S
commumty in Canada and in Sn Lanka 1t was categor1zed as posrtrve 1n tone An artlcle was
,k:categorrzed as negat1ve 1f th‘e comments contained are clearly negatlve in tone towards the Tamrl

‘t diaspora. For example, if part of an ar_tlcle discussed the publi,q distur}bance of the Tyamil; Pf?@tsit was :
. onsidered ‘negative’ m tone.,:,F,inallv,;il;categorized an article as;f,nekUtralk’.if ‘any;statementrelatedto the.

‘ ocialf. movements of Tamil d’iaspora:ls a report without any qualitatlve ,;comments. Forexample, if any :Qf
the articles ”contained commentsthat were jnst observational, it was ,plaCed in the ‘fnentral’,cate~gory. | For
articles that contained both kk‘positive’f and,f‘negative" comments abont the Tamil d’iaSpora,'klcreated a
k"‘tpositive and negative,’tcategory;e E or;example, if any of the artr'cles report events ina fposltive? tone but

also provide negative comments, it was categorized as both ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ in tone. Coding isa
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comphcated part of content analysis (N euman, 2006) and it is not as snnple as the above description. I

| had to dec1de whether to code the ex1stence or the fre q ncy of the concept how to dlstlngmsh among

d entified j‘thernes

g ccm‘plete,l 1 created"ani excel_‘spreadsheet file Wh ¢

These excel sheetS"‘ccntain,charts of all the czitego,
“personal notes. Due to the length of the‘se excel‘

‘ However, ‘a summary of th'e,’charts: "is‘, i‘providﬂed in

necessary contents of the am" ,les have been analyz
thlrd read was Very helpful mn prov1d1ng me. w1th
dlrectly or mdlrecﬂy, in the artlcles

Media content‘fkanalfys“i’s ih’a‘sgthe;‘advent )
Guppy, 2003) thatatllOwed me tcexamrne a w ide

popular di’scoiurses ‘and thelr liker ‘fmeénings

understanding, and that of the audience of

al s0 to understand societal atftitndes towards

_content analysis is that it is an inexpensiv

 for this is because newspaper articles are relat

| Onlypr 1d’edi’r‘ne w1than opncrtunityito St

re current ,and“up‘—tc¥date‘; Thi




analyzing (2009) there have been many controversial events:and debates of the social movement efforts
of the Tamil Diaspora that were being covered in an unbreCed’enté:d manner s

There are clearly some disadvantages of using conten't analyms as a method for myresearch o
First, I was limited to the types of information available in textform w1thm the chosenartlclesfromThe B
Globe and Mail. Since I'vyasstufdying the way protest events,,are ‘he:ing'handled by the news m'e'dia, I had"
a ready population of news storles from which I could sample. Th1s deﬁmtely made my ana1y51s very

limited to the news: artlcles that were only patt of ; my partlcular sample Second 1 had to be especrally

careful with samphng m order to aV01d bias. Content analys1s ¢ ffbe subjectedto mcreased error,

especrally if one dl‘s’regard‘s‘*the ‘:cro‘ntext that produced the text : as 11 as the state of things'after the text
has produced (Esterberg, 2002) Thus Ihad to be very careful to understand the srtuatlonal aspect of the

newspaper artlcle and the events surroundmg or leading up toth‘ pomt in Wthh the article has wrrtten

Third, since content anal’ys1s rehe_s’on codmg (Neuman, 20,(),6) nf,erencesmade ofa ,partrcular text fhad to

be caremllykexecuted. ; That 1s, Ihadto make sure that the clas ! proced'uref and ,the:r,ules for

~-coding were consistent throughoutall the texts (Neuman, 200 otheyr'fwords’, ILhadto avoid ambiguity

of word meanings, category‘deﬁnitions or other co‘ding'rules*&;j therwise, the reliability of my research -

;ﬁ'ﬁk: could be questioned..

Fmally, content. analy51s s sald to be an unobtruswe me_ : _;‘rhowever 1 recogmze that 1t 1s ‘

difficult to completely escape the 1mpact of my. subjectmty on 'fhe de51gn of the research AS G any

research, my subjectivity. w111 m some way, affect the approach th : "‘I:take n answermg my research r

- ‘question. Thus in order for me to ensure that my research i is credrble 1t 1s 1mportant for me to take into

_consideration both the advantages“,}andf;,dl;sadVantagesofmy[rese h methodology :Bydomgfthls, Iwas :
abletotry to find ways to ayoid ?the‘negati’ye implications of them ’

It is important to note that there are 0 ethical considerations because this study‘, does nOt involve direct -

. contact with any human subjects.
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Findings

o The foyllowing sectioh will discuss the res‘ul‘t‘skof the codlngas it appears in the eXéél charts that were
used to organize the coding procedures. Subsquéntly; 1 W111Pr0V1de the required ktabﬁle‘s to visually
eXp]icate some of the findings of this study (See Append 3 Tables 1, 2, 3> and 4). |

T dne of the News Articles - s

~ Positive . g S :
There wgre’:f,;’fourfa"rtic?l‘es (about 14%) in the total o (A3 ,A12, A24, and A26) that
reﬂ%:ted‘f[’;hﬁ pos,i‘ti;ve:namic:of the Tamil tranfsﬁ?itié 2 fﬁ‘tf‘(;TJSM)- The O?erall ‘iﬁé‘SSage of
,the‘a:’rticl o and‘pa’rt‘icular‘r Wérds' and phrases‘jwﬂi;rg; o eamcles Wére analyzedf_‘. Using this
anaiysis of words ,and phrdses,,;;the four amclesw 1 Y:La'POSVi‘tive message For ;
k ex‘ampl;e: | |
A3
s f;‘,,;..l,yeg’iytjmi__acy of the Tamﬂ movement...

e < _there should be open discussion on Sri,gLanka.i.;”

«  “_anumber of diaspora Tamils who w:

e “Their [Tamil diaspora] protests appe
e “Satisfied that the Canadian governm

e “‘The awareness is out there, and the

& “_boost participation through text-

e “fitsaves alife over there [Sti L

e “‘Agacompassionate nation, our go

- and reunite these families.” ”



e “‘Canadian immigration officials in Colombo are expediting applications coming from the
danger zone’ ”
e “*.doing its [Ottawa] part to mitigate the humanitarian catastrophe, as Wel‘l‘i as supportT amil--

L I :

Canadians hoping to be reunited with their famﬂles

Negative
Eleven (about 38%) out of the twenty-nine articles preSénted a message or contained wordsand

phrases that were negatlve in tone The eleven articles (A2, A6’ ' A9,A13, Al4, Al6, Al 8,;A‘19,~A23,

and A27) prOJected the transnatlonal somal movement efforts k f am11 diaspora as if it were a public}'

disturbance or Vruthlj‘es‘s ‘,‘?‘th“lé?’lsg,‘s imilar to the LTTE militant group,

- : . : S
°« the 1nsurgen£s (LTTE) now 51t cornered and facmg i
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mpa1gn for. Tamﬂ mdepend g

o Their ardentsupportofthe Tlger-s—-whpse use of su 'omblngs Chlld soldlers and polmcal
assas‘sin’atibns’k IedCanada fq‘ban”th’e’m asa ,terrorkisgt‘éfo‘up 12006—has earned qcarborough the
wry desigaton ofcapial of el among s | ;

o “.the fasting as an attemptby 'thé Tiger sﬁpportéré{tfé gua dthelrMaﬁa LTTEleadershlp .
and raise funds kfof an ongomgﬁght” ; = i o

. féféa:p of kT@geVr rkekpr‘i‘s‘f;ls:":’," |

i “Tigers’ Contml” E

+ “local Tiger supporters o solict ‘war axes”™

ka2

o “..the Tigers’ use of coercion to secure donations from Tamils nyTorontQ et

o “_.make all necessary steps to receive monthly financial donations”

o . “federal ban”
A6

o “Rush hour traffic affected by protest™ (Headline)
; o Qo P



e “A key thoroughfare...remained closed to traffic for thcj morning rush hour...”

A8

o “Police arrest 15 at Tamil protest” (Headlme)

e “Caught between demonstrators and ﬁustrateddrlvers” e

“e . Tamil protéét that has shuttered a section of kiUn'iVé'r‘sity Avenue for five days...”

L tawtul protés:t”"“

e “Butis the U.S. likely to alter its forelgn pk,

e “Thé pzol’ice" dohaveaduty to 'protéét"‘:f‘)eﬁ'

: . ‘;Fiantink"t’(k)',:pr:e's*‘s“t‘neif case,Tamllsswarm
 ;,' ‘;"dram‘at‘i(": de'krnons'ktraﬁon”‘ k
e “Tamil protesters swarmed onto one of

~ directions and stranding thousands

‘. mlschlef and breachmg the peace”.

. “Over-tolerant police” (hé’adline)‘,'

. consulate‘7 Not hkely
. .‘%eﬁér’iﬁ'5Ympa“thizcrs"’f o

. “Authorities in Toronto have been too forgiving

. “In bntﬂe "standoff with scores of polic

. f:“blockmg traffic and dlsturblng nearby bulldmgs

o “demonstrations inconvenienced maniy' néé)p

LU Tamlls in Toronto protest ou;t'sidé their

e “Laws were flouted.”

ple: law-abiding people.”
rf“(HeéTd‘line) 5

: est:highWays‘, shutting it down 1n both

alating the situation well beyond me




Al8

- privilege 'cbnféﬁéd by ‘Cénadianlcitizénship - and tosu

“*We don’t condone this action [shutting down Garc

“...the protesters regretted the inconvenience,...” -
«_..held hostage...”

“The protesters were endangering their own safety and the pubhc éaf‘et’}'f'::.;’:"~' Sl

«_..there is a line and this [disruption] is getting pretty close to the line.”

~“Whose rights are really being trémpled?” (Héadlihé)aif‘ - fﬁ

_..to accept on faith that they [Tamils] are properly‘a’ndﬂl‘éﬂ”gfallyf here and to extend to them every

up without complaint.”

“notorious occupation®
“..not very respectfulofthe Canildian Paryliament;,, 77 ned
‘isﬁaiﬁing'théfcal‘iééﬁ’vé'p'at’ienc'é”‘
“...d'ahgierOﬁsl,"' Vola le 51tuat10nthe protesters causéa’f,,’;

“But so far, the cops are the only ones thinking their way through this thing”

“Canadian diasp(jra d1V1ded ‘oﬁ'protest'against wa‘riinfhomel‘and Headline)

“But not all Toronto Tamllssupport the d‘emoﬁstfétibhs nd some are distancing thé'rns'ell\iés,frorh‘

events...”

were very much conc:

about losing public symp

«...a furtive chorus ofdlssenthas ‘been tuning up to renou d futility of the Tigers”

strugglé...” .

*__the demonstrators’ open identification with the [Tigers] had rendered the campaign

ineffective with no scope for success.””
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¢ “Downtown subway may be targeted...”
»  “Toronto is bracing for another Tamil mass protest today..;descend on Queen’s Park...targeting
the downtown subway...”,

“_.abid to soften public :Qutrage over Sunday’s hour lbﬁg ‘:ski,"ege of the Gardiner...

e “..the public in general must not be j‘ebpard‘izéd:of~‘threatéﬁed‘...” S

lankan minority.

o ‘It [blocking roads] causes inconvenien

k ksyy‘mbqls threatens to divert Sympathyfr n th

«_..[the protest] as the product of ‘letting oft

ans to equate the Tamil-cause with

terro’ryism,not;hq;hah rights.” “
A23
e “..potentially tragic confrontation...”

- » “The sainted Highway Traffic Act wa by known terrorist sympathizers..”

. '“;..Toronto’sﬁnest.j.y.f‘,Crackéd down’ monstratdrS~,tqy;leayeyth,e“highWay.”"

& “_desperate passion of the dcménstrét"

'+ “Toronto Tamils Urged to ‘Build Brid destroy Them™” (Headline)

s “Sri Lanka’s consul-general in Toronf s Tamil community [...] step out from their

cultural “ghettos™ and 'émb‘racye Cana




e “..bogged down in diaspora-fuelled negative rhetoric...”
e  “.younger members [of the Ta;mil community] not to be ‘brainwashed’ by T1ger éprOfters;..”
e “..parents not to ‘misl§éd their sons and daughters”...” 'k | | .
e “Mr. Jeyasekara [Srif'Léhl;af"s coﬁsu’l—géneral in’To‘r‘o‘ntoy]‘ sald he has extended ahandto local
Tamils [..] but thatahard cofe of ‘brainwashed peoﬁl‘é‘""‘hé’s‘ fésisiéd his efforts..”
Neutral k
The tone of 'an'a"rtkiélé:iﬁ;as‘;évalﬁated as ‘neutral’ if the artlclewas Wit i 8 foannr where:n
opinions or added commentswere provided by the author. As well,lf ‘:iyll"Signiﬁca’n‘t {;iéws are presented

clearly in the ;art‘i,clé,f'it‘fwéls ccoded as a neutral tone. There were six érﬁdlés (A1, A4, A7, Al 1, A22,~ and

A29) out of twenty—nlne (ab 21%) thét were neutral in tOnéj"l:'if; i 5;: i:’ ‘

Al
e “Tamils fast in support of relatives” (Headlines)

. “Tororito’s,;ZO'O;O, ' ‘:Tk,ém:ikl‘f‘COmm‘unity are holdlng a week-long fa"sktf‘.’.as"the::* army

the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Felam”

e “Sri Lanka’s Consul General in Toronto, said... ‘more and more Tamils know it was a pipe

dream’... ‘trying toke k theso—called :causek alive’.” e

A4

1 demands Canada scrap terrorist designation.”

e “Human-rlghtsgroupss figh ng[erl La,rika’];ﬁa‘s] :ns‘iﬁéd:in recentdays”

o “.police say that flag-waving is not against law..”

o “A fow hundred maintain a vocal vigil near the U.S. consulate...”

e  “Arotating ro,stér of megaphone—w elding demonstryaytorks‘ led the others in continuous chanting

aimed at persuading the US..” SN
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- o “The Sri Lankan government claims the Tiggr‘s are keeping civilians as human shields,while
Tamils [...;] accuse the government yof, gen0<:1de” k, |
All |
e “Police balan‘c;‘e‘;cyonﬂiclzti‘ng ‘interest’s m endlngTamﬂ protest” (Headline)

e “_the protésters may have OVerstayedf‘t;hei;r,‘.welcgm, ‘ less disruptive than the Much 'V ideo

Music Awards...” -

alks b metal police barriers, chanted slogans

e _about 250 protesters, confined to the side
i acros‘skfrkom the U.S. Consulate on Universify‘ venue:

A22

~*  “A group of Tamil-Canadians protes'ts:ye‘,‘s_tg:“‘ f mUS consulate.‘,.’k’;' ‘

o . ““_hundreds of demonstrators took their;;pirbtes~‘(;§‘r:1 1€ rQéki,d.;“."’ R

. Canadas perceived Tamil support draw
s “HUndfeds ofSnLankans pro,kte:s,tedfq#k émbaSsy in Colomb,o’.k‘y.,"’ :
. ?‘.7.’[:h¢y ~’[protes‘1gr§]_ W¢r¢k}:)‘rkoteksting’agé . ‘ylyi‘e"d"(kkianada’;s‘ support fér the insﬁrgents

and its alleged féiilurekt(’) protect Sri Lank :
Positive and Negati')kfek e . k

An article ‘w'aﬁs ‘designated"pos’;itive an i "tlt)n'eri~if,the overall mess'age or words and

 phrases contained both a positive and negative tone. In a total of twenty-nine, cight articles (A3, A10,

Al 5,Al7, A20, A21, AQS‘,‘,kaI‘ld A28) contained b 0s Ve and negative tone (abouf 27%). For ~
example: |
4 AS o

N

~ t'krafﬁygy Jam in downtown” .

o “Thousands of people were throhkgirylg‘ he

. «__staged one of the biggest demonstrations..”



Al5

«...the greup;[ Tamils]
“disgruntled comu‘tefs,;,
rlght to demonstrate Safe

- “Ipolitical leaders] cau‘uou ycondemnmgthe action Wl portmg the’préfé'sﬁt?érs‘ﬂiérnselves.k k

“ [Tigers-supporting organizations] have been extracting ‘war taxes’ fmmthe wﬂhngand the
unwilling alike ¥~somet~imes by threatening to harm rel,a,ﬁti‘ve’s‘ baék homerfpeopledon’t bay.”
“Most of the demonstrators are second- or even third—gérlerérién‘i~Ta1r1iis,’=, S :

“ “They [second- and tlrirri-generation Tamils] are reafﬁrmmgtherr ethnlc 1dent1tythe kel

collectivity has become much stronger.” >

«..pressures of transnational ethnic groups...”

“we should embrace the idea of transnational citizeﬁéhiﬁi

“Cars movmg,butTamﬂ protest questioned” (Headli
«_..why the disturbance was allowed to continue for as long as it did.”>

‘f"-:‘--thoﬁgh"mé’st,‘lf"?éaé‘éfulg"~Wasl noisy and dlsruptrve[pro st] e

“Hospltals remamed " elatlvely unaffected.”

d the rlght to protest & .

“‘He J[—méyor Mrller] h'as‘:,afcéfrtain symp’athy'for ‘their ils] cause énd‘_ respects their rﬂight to. "

demonstrate’...”

avene the prov1n01a1~H1gh yTrafﬁc Act o ’ o

. :“Pohce chlef Wllham‘Blar sai that as 01tlzens of the city andthe country, the protesters had the ‘

the Gardiner Expressway...”

2y

wing them at officers.”
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Al7

A20

o and enéouraged'the UN to help other countri

relation with the broader community.”

- «__ demonstrators handed out apology card:

~“Ordinary To’rontOnians don’t understand

“He [Premier McGuinty] said this was

! é‘ifar‘r;il des’erye_“straight talk”(Headhnes
. “They [pr é@s’f@m] found yoyu:tktha:tf~(:1:1f’sk’r'1’1pti6~n""‘
“Canadians know that even if we could
sOme idealiSt like to argue that eve

- are realists”

“some political jockeying going on to win the:,political favour of Canada’s growing community of

ethni,c Tamilys.”u

“Liberal ambiguities” (Headlives) . . ...
“...Can:adians’:of Tamil origin staged apeacéful‘,:ral"ly‘.‘.;,.'?’;,:-1;‘; -
«...this i]legal‘fprotest — the culminations of iﬂc‘r“gas‘iﬁg}y\aggrﬂessive Tamil ;dernon‘s’,;’;ra,i;’ti_orls;‘~ seems

to have captured :th:ey Liberals’ attention mo;fé, Sharp]ythanthelegal one.”

,_“‘But fqr~a dangerous and illegal demonst‘rat’ioh*to;aéh,lyeve‘ more obvious results than a peaceﬁll

} Tamlls, but to all political prétesters.”

« _streets are clogged kagain...”
“Tamil protesters had dropped the shock' té dthe Canadian flag in abldto smooth
ught nori—perishab]e food for the DaﬂyBread

"Food Bank.”

r the international community to be silent,

2 way to aid war-affected Sri Lankans.”

- a difference, we have no Stakg inth

justice in the’world should be our ﬁght, b\xit:fmost";c)f us




“Pohce 1n Genf al

J oUtsi‘deUni*ted;N

“Most Canadianssupport people’s right to protest”

“Canada has been caught up in a tragedy playing outhalf'vvaykaround'the"\uorldﬁi'5‘ :

“Toronto Protest” (Headhne)

“The crowd chanted throughout the day, calling on Canada and the U. S to get aid to mjured =

"Tam11s and push for Sr1 Lanka to accept a separate Tamll state

Toronto s peaceful rally was one of several demonstratrons Wor]dwrde yesterday

“In London Tamil protesters erupted in cheerswhen 'jaj handful of protesters burned a Sri

Lankan ﬂag

00 protesters who had gathered ‘

a l{yater cannon to push back ab

offices in the city, throwing bott t pohce clad in rrot gear

interactions between the Tamﬂ protesters and therr opponents The opponents were 1dent1ﬁed by the e

articles as:mostly (1) the Sri Lankan government ) the Sri Lankan Consul’General Bandula
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Jayasekeram, in Toronto, and (3) those people from, the Tarnitco’mmunity who are opposed of the I;TTE.
The articles also identiﬁed the allies of the Tamil movement as those‘who were partieipating in the
transnational social movements for the Tamil cause. : Observers "vvere identified as those who were
-viewing the transnational social movement from the outs1de, such as:the public and the m‘ked‘ia.‘ However,

there were no indications of any direct interaction betweentheTamll protesters and their opponents and

allies. The sustained; interaction vvithin the Tamil movement, in Toronto was mostly presented through the

communication that all the actors‘" of the Tamil sooia "'m;ov‘ ad With the media. Thus, the news

articles made it seem like the Tamil protest’s int‘er‘aetion th media was the only communication that

the Tamll protesters had with its opponents, allies and : Eor:eXample:

Artlcles A1 A4, and A27 addressed the role of the | onsul General in Toronto presented

k his opmlon of the week- 1ong fastmg in order to raise arenes to the events occurring in Sri Lanka. The
Consul General did not Speak dlrectly to the part1c1p e Tamrl protest rather he gave his opinion to
the medla Wthh was mdlrectly aimed to reach t ’ “The Consulrapp'ealed dik,reetly to

T oronto sTamﬂ '~d1asp'0ra;,r';,’?' (A27) However,;;t ! as appealing to the Tamil diaspora through

the media rather than‘dlrectly’ inter‘acting*With"ﬁ TheidemonStrators [,;V.]';arejparkt:(‘)f "

: worldwide Tkkami‘l protests ‘agains,t what they describe de: ‘t’y‘mi"l’itary offensive by the Sr1 Lankan

~ military.” (A4)

Artlcles A2 A16 A19 and A24 provrde intervie “the | alhes of the Tam11 transnanonal socral

movements L ‘We are very much concemed’ about puohc sympathy, he sard wh1le k

o acknowledgmg Tam11 frustratlon over dylng Ioved 16) The 1nterv1ews Wlﬂl medra appear to be

o the only mteractron that the Tam1l protesters ino 0 eommumcatlonf what they are trymg todo-

t lephone 1nterv1ew another Toronto Tam11 '

5 fthrough thelr transnatlonal somal movement ef or

: sard he too, VVOurs political talks towarda:de  of pe powers to Tamlls in Sr1 Lanka 2 (AZ)." Thus '

k 'the mteractlon w1th alhes was also throught 3 pa;rtlcularly the medla o' Iy




Themes of the Articles
State-Movement Relationship.

The state-movement relatlonshlp was clearly addressed in twenty (about 69%) ‘of the altlcles (A2,
A3, A4, A6, AT, A8, A9 All Al2, Al3, A15, Al7, Al8, A20 A21 A22 A25 A26, A27 A29) These
articles clearly pomted out the fact that the Tamil transnat10nal somal movement had an ongomg -

relationship with the state authorltles (the pohce) rather than W1th the state govemments (Federal

Provincial or ,,Muntctpa:l;); A st of the articles indicate that the protesters didn’t establish any direct

articles do s:tatef!that th -ansnational social movemen lotof efforts to establish some type

of communication with the state io’l;i;tieal parties (Liberal and ND. rid*the govermnent in power ~

(COHSeWatiVC>- The ' 1S marehed in front of al,ly, r meetmg places of the state

government, such as th o 1 Hill in Ottawa and Queen’s atk Toronto Here are the reports

relating to the covefag'e of the role of the Federal, Provineialém un 'pal g‘ovemments:;, s

Federal government:

Sixteen of the a,ttiﬁcles;(ab’dk‘klytﬁsﬁ) / ore jt,e‘lated to the Federal government.
rican policy mimicry has beento

aying silent on the behaviour of the Sri

e “Thec‘roWd,that began k"de;;tfhe USCOHSU]t (4

onsulate.” (A7)

» “.avocal vigil near the

» “...ethnic'Tamirls outside,theU;;S.;y'celtsulate—geheral;’k’ (A9) s




' "‘The Harper govemment said they re Open to 1de§

«...the protest would continue until the United States and Canada take action and try to stop the

~ conflict.” (A11)

- “..to raise awareness about the escalatmg conﬂlct and to. encourage Canadian and U.S. leadersto

press the government of Sri Lanka to stop the fightmg i (A12)

~ “One Qf the spokesman for the protesters Vowe;d,;they would stay put until they hearid:ﬁom a

representatiyeo:f they'Prime Minister’s Office. f”"r (A?1:3: E

Vir g and speakmg with Canadian Tamil

leaders leeral Leader Michael Ignatleff also expressed h1s sympathy for Sri Lankan s mmorlty o

' ?*f’l‘Tamﬂs iy (AIS)

E and Canada”(A22) Ao

: :“:”(A27)
. f:!kk"k'k"‘Hundreds of Sr1 Lankans protested ou

Provmmal/Mumcrpal governments

Three of the artrcles (about 10%) were related to,

; “.;.’,3'0,000’ Canadiahs of Tamil origin staged a pea

LT amrl—CanadxansprotestsUS consula

' “..;callingf'onf ﬁcan‘édav an‘d the U.S. to ge A
- :“Tamll Canadlan group calls for emergen"'
camps 2z (A26)

: “~..‘;Sr1‘Lanka s consul-general in Toronto urged th

ffrauy; on Parliament Hill...” (A17)

';“The protesters want the Canadian goyerrjme:, to urge “layikrrg,,dOWn of weapons in Sri Lanka.”

1 for intervention by the Urritekd States

mment effort to help thousands stranded in
sity’s Tamil community to stop protesting...”

Ca adran :'e’rrrhasks‘y'ih Cc>1¢mbo‘..‘.’k’~‘(~A29)‘ l

vincial/Municipal governments.
f ‘There isno pohtlcal solutron my frrend | the~‘,demooratically elected Canadian i

. (A2>

“Prem1er McGumty also advrsed agamstu ng the Tam11 Eelam ﬂag on Tuesday ” (AZO)




s “Protesters chanted for government action...” (AZO) |
e “Ontario’s Premier, after telling the demonstrators to behave, acknowledged that “there is areal
iSsuehere...the‘reare reali concerns.” ” (AZI)
General State Authorities (Pohce)

Four articles (about 14%) were related to general state authorltres

a1

. ...the protesters agreed to requests from the police..” (A4) ”
o “.as several dozen pohceofﬁcers on foot blcycle and'horseback, looked 'o'n‘."’(A7) ’
. “...ofﬁcers arrested k15 people and drove the crowd back.‘" (A8)s" pk R
o "‘;..brrttle standoff w1th scores of pohce » (A13)
Opportunity Szructurei e

Canada’sdemocr’atic values and liberal nature of the law as~‘emphaSized"throughout'aﬂ the

articles. The right of all citizens to protest, including the Tamil diaspora s il The mah Boous of
| lties k o to [ £ ns‘national" social 'movement in

Canada was pointedf‘c)'Ut mall fthe aI‘thleS as‘”very ; generous’. Osrty’ was mentloned = all the
articles as the most 1mportant part of the sustenance of the Tam otestForexample et

e “‘Canadaisa free country [ ] Wrth Canadran Tamrls ild say most'of them speak w1thout o

ar?” (A2)

. Ablhty to freely express frustratrons in front of Parhame

. ‘Protest onvmajorroads ~a~ ‘ont of Parhament H111

. Freedom to protest (A7)

Another major component of the opportumty st:ructure in ar

Tamil protest is the toleranceandpatlen(:e of the pohce. All
_indirectly) that the pohce tolerated many of the ‘dangerous an

that made it easier for the protesters to rarse as much awareness s,po ei,for,‘the‘rr cause.‘

. “Authorities in Toronto have been too, forgrving.” (A9) ¢
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. Tolerance of police authorities (A9, A10; All)
Repertok’irdes of Protest or kT actic: k
The basic tactics used by the Tamil transnational SOClal ’movement were ‘chanting and ‘marching
while carrying placards in front of the Parliament HlllmOttawaand TOronto. The Tamil protesters also

blocked major roads and staged ralhes in front of the U S. and the Sr1 Lankan consulate in Toronto

Article 14 spec1ﬁcally mentloned that there was a tactlcal shift (a kchange m the method of conductlng a

,protest) as the conﬂ1ct n Sr1 Lanka escalated An X mp "‘~_tact1cal shift is the ¢ swarmmg of

fprotesters on the Gardmer Express, wh1ch was cons1dere extreme tactlc in response to an .

tated that the tactics of the Tam11 protesters

escalatmgtsltua‘tlonm Sri Lanka (A14). The amclesjal
| Were:k | | il
e Hunger Strike (A1)
+ Block Downtown core roads wave Tiger & demonstrat n frot of arlamen il
: p1acards,megaphonesand marches; dru:mm1 losmgdown thoroughfares,‘the Gardmerand : | |
| Univ Ave (A0 A2, A2 A2 " o
e “Beefedfup,;,dem‘onstrations’,’;~(A4):p,
+ i a ascous presence” (A7)
. “dramatic ,demonstration” '(Al3)
T arget | | |
s found that all the artlcles clearly pom a ,adfiangoyernment,:the US, and the United
Natlon as the three major targets for the Tamll pr ’

ccordmg to the :artieles, the Tamil protesters

d1d not dlrectly target the Sr1 Lankan governm he protesters tried to relay their message via

Canada and the Umted States Thrs was Very ob :many ways mcludmg

“demonstratlons in front ofthe US of A7 A9 All A13 A22 (g :

e “demonstrations in front of Parliament 4 AS,,AIO Al4, A6, Al7, A18 A25)




e Aim to get the attention of the Canadian Conservative Government(A3, A4, AS;“AS;‘:AIZ to
A22, A28, A29) k

Recurring Themes front the Articles '

Banned/TerrOriSt,Group,_ DR O T

The fact that the Tamxl LTTE group isa banned terrorlst group in Canada was a recurrmg theme i
in sixteen (A1, A2, A3 A4 AS A7 A9 A14 Al5, Ale, A17 A18 A19 A24, A26 A28) out the

twenty—nlne artlcles (about 55%) Each of these articles presented k 'Ine sort of 1nd1cat10n dlrectly or o |

indirectly, that the Tam 1 prot s,:afﬁhated with a known':and bam 'ed terrorlstgroup. For example:

as a terrorist group in 2006 e

legal terrorist organization.” (A

rrorist entity under the Anti-

“...TarnﬂkTi:gersk:terror:
. ,“The*Canadian:igove?;" | p'iyin'z‘OOG."f’: (A18) o

FE A feels Canada s terror demgn 1on’k ot (A19)

. "‘~...des1gnated ate;’r’onstigroup 1‘n ,o;Zen‘s; of countnes,lncludmgCanada”(A24) S
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e “..which Canada considers a terrorist organization...” (A26)
e “_and hence being labelled soft on terrorism...” (A28) |
Largest Diaspora:

‘The concentration and the size of the T a'r‘nilfdiasp,()frya,ﬁfthe:'largest' in the world, in Toronto was

something that thezart’icles: presented very frequentlyandexphc1tly Out of a total of twentyénine articles,

six articles or about"Zl % (Al, A2, A5, Al4, Al6, and A "ha;’s:i‘fz’ed on the large concentration of

Taumils in Toronto. For example: ,
L . f‘Tbronto’S Tiém,i‘l:c‘,oimmunity, the largest mthe 1d ufsiid“ﬁ:;()f Asia” (Al) -
e “Home to the world’s largest Sri Lankan Tamil comm Vtx%oq‘ts‘ide; Asia...” (A2)
e “...they are the BiggéSt Tamil diaspOfa' mth AS) e
o “..estimates of other studies (which suggestth un maybeln excess of 200,000).” (A14)
°« ‘.“’gt’he“impres‘sion of the ’I"amil,monojlyit’h! nto,a200, OOO—p‘lu‘s’com}init‘y..;” (A16)
. vc;;.thebiggest Tamil diaspora in 'they:\’fﬁo“rl:d,i : e
Symbo?iém‘of LTTE Ins'igﬁ:idgﬁ’ |
The LT TE inSyign‘i?’l’S:, such as the'Tami 1T1g amll Tiger T-shirts, were ihdicatéd asa

major part of tﬁe Tamil protest.. The importaﬁc,e; f1n¢s1~gﬁiasg q:spkecyially‘the Tiger flag, were

7. A8, A19, A20, A28) out of the twenty-

clearly projected in eleven (A4, ‘A7, A9, Al 4A1

,niﬁemigles~(abou‘t’40%‘),.‘ T,h‘e‘ significance of of LTTE insignias was expressed in the ‘

, 'folloWing way:

. o «...proudly waving'the‘brightred flags érrqrist organization..” (A4)

. f‘;.’:b’p’enlyf Waving the Tamil Tiger flags
i . ‘ fz;‘,'protest'f‘:rs’ waved the Tamil Eelam ﬂ
s “_many waved the flags of the Tigers.

- “..the number of tiny, red paper flag shirts. " (AL




¢ “._Tamil Tiger flags waved by somg protesters may give the impfrésSion"‘;‘f;the terrorist
organizationié part of the demonstrations.” (A15) - |

. "“...'ﬂying of 'theTiger's""f ‘ﬂ‘ag..'."k"(Al 6)

o . only after ﬂagS~aSSOCiated With the Tigers were remeédL.’;”"(AU)

o “ _the flag of the Tamﬂ Tigéfs.” (A18) ’ :

...public displays of Tiger symbols...” (A19)

...number ofﬂags caring a tiger...” (A20)

. ...waving the Ta.m T ﬂag;.».” (A28)

1ch'?The Globe and Mail ne‘ or overed th,e‘Tamiylfkaét’,est; in

"enty—mne articles three (abo éfr;e’ 'ffﬁ)nt page news (AI3, A5,

amils swarm thét‘ Gardiner’

All A12 A13 A16 A18 A19 A20 and A22) The rest ofthe‘a cles (eleven art es or’about 38%),

were either in a Comment column or in the ‘Letters to the editor sectton F mally, the t1me length of the
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Tamil protest was from the month of January to the month of May. During the duration of the:protest, the
Globe and Mail published two articles (about 7%) inlanuary ;(A:LAZ,)‘: one (about 3%)article in
February (A3), five articles (about 17%) in April (A4, AS , A6, A7, AB), and twenty-one articles, (about

73%).in May (A9 to A29)...

Discussion

“ Socia'l movements and the media, espec:ially?thﬁe print ‘medla, have had'a longéstanding historical

relatlonshrp A socral movement tends to rely heavﬂy ia as a means of communication with other k

actors who are dlrectly or mdlrectly 1nvolved m the m ment. ¢ media are more than the medium for

the messages of movements- they are maj or forces in n g the broader shapes of political culture

k(Gamson and Wolfsfeld 1993) Medla and move ] symmetrical relationship because social

movements need med1a to help them mobilize anc eir advocacy.' Media present the aspect of

the social mOVement that'is neWSworthy (a storyfof suffi mterest or importance to the pdblic to

: warrant reportmg in the medla) which grants advocacy group status and legrtlmrzes the1r efforts This
relatlonsh1pk1s called med1a{democrat1zatlon ; wh eansof’ gettmg the message out, a wav of |
. itnproving the iedia’s sa;naagsfwhﬂe eﬁau‘ng 1 o have e own 'deﬁnitﬁionfof the‘Sltuation :
at hand (Carroll and Hackett, ’2"0‘06).‘* | |

Although some studles have Vrewed the mentrelatlonshlp asnegatlvebecausemedra
‘coverage of transnatronal protests has stressed contents, this is of course not true in all
'1nstances (Carroll and Ratner 1999) In order 1 ¢ this questlon of negative lmedia coverage, one of
the major categorles that I used to analyze the n ‘tone’ The t'one canbe ‘defmedi’,‘asthe .

: 'mood or feehng of a news artrcle After exa "tyénine articles, the overall §‘c~0verage of the

o ‘Tamll transnatronal soc1al movement can be ve percent (eleven out of twenty-nine

artfrcﬁle’s) negativefin rtone.' The: negative words es dominated even when a partiCular"news article

presented" as an event in a positive and negat



“disturbance”, “aggressive”, and ¢ cloggmg among others were used to portray the negative tone of the
articles. Although there were some articles that were written in a positive tone (fourteen percent or four
out of tvventy‘—nine articles)y,the,'ne:gative tone words and phr'as‘es'cddtninated the "'axtieleswfittenenﬁ'the .

coverage of the Tamil protest As medium theorist have stated, every medlum hasits own posmblhtles

’ and limitations 'of commufn cat ,1011 that shapes the productlon and consumptlon of texts. The tone of a

particular article or an ent1re coverage of events is shaped and determmed by the medium that is

presentin'g the messa‘ge; in this ase The Globe and Mail newsp pe Aftér this analysis on the ‘“tone” of =

ne g ve lews coverage of protest -

ed on the right track.

ent of most social movements

arrow (1994), a transnational social |

1thieli"t¢s;Oppoinents and

and affect the suceess of trans"‘

spht between global and loca :

movementdo’es notaonl

level of transnational co

It is interesting that ¢

“4‘8




around the world via Tamil Internet sites and newspapers was also something that was neglected in all the
artrcles This neglect could have been 1ntent10nal by the reporters because they might not have found the -
coverage of the Tamil transnational commumcajtlons m?WSWQﬂhY enough to present 1t,1n,the7 articles. This

- neglect could have been’ unjntentional as the relevanceof interaCtion between the Tamil diasp()ras around

the. world to the local protest might not be acknowledged by the. reporters Although transnational social

movement seholars understand that the success of a r al oc1al movement dependson stab,le
transnatronal commumcatron thrs mrght not be some 'mg ane spaper reporter mrght place 11nportance

to and be mterested n presentmg as there are hmltatron .,and‘ length of an artlcle.

The news coverage on the Tamil protest d1d no

: 1nteractmg drrectly with any of therr allies, Tam1l~ iasp ' herfcountrlesand the Unrted Natrons or
therr opponent the Sr1 Lankan government The ‘k",at,were examined 1nth1s study primarily
’ focused on the mteractron that the Tamil protester ‘ lo l level ,Even the local lnteraction:of the ..
Tamk’iltransnational social‘; ,mo'vernent with their a:ll"' tS was not ‘clearl’y spresented’kin the y
news kartrclesk The only mteractlons clearly pre "swere themterv1ews and reports

relayed by the Tamrl protest partrc1pants drrectl , nd ‘Mazl All of the artrcles used m thrs

study made it seem lrke there was no solrdantyf‘ amil protesters m Toronto and those in other :

countrres around the ,world astheartxclesdld nc indication of the direct corhrhunication

, between the allles of thrs transnat1onal socral mov

1fﬁcult to measure after analyzmg the

As well the contmurty of the Tamll prote




protest in Toronto asa transnational social movement s also he‘i‘ngqoestioned.‘ Aeeording to Tarrow’s
definition of transnational social ‘mot/ements, the Tamilipriotest,rk'as aresult of theé lack of ‘siistairied'
interaction, is not a social movement. This does not only ,demeah the effOrtsof the Tamil protesteerut :
also calls into question the legititrraCY'~of the “Tamil cause’TherefOre,the media, "a’s' statedmthe f,‘ e

literature review secﬁoﬁfoﬁf thi*s"papef has the ability to give (or not) credibility to fso‘oialimo{fernerit’sh}?

mouldmg the events ofa protest Thus, The Globe and Mazl S 2 NeWs medium has played a crucial role B

in shaping the way in whrch kr ‘ei'Tamrl protest was Vrewed by t d1ansoc1ety

~The levelﬁarid 'soaleiof th'ef Tarnil proteSt was,~0b‘\z?i" rnpletely prOJeeted through The

Globe and Mazl news artreles The lack of mention of transnat nahsm (specrﬁcally transnatronal

communreatron) and ‘b trontof e"ontentlon were n"ot the ators of 1nadequate coverage of

the Tamil protest the amoun of reportrng or artrcles and num er

words can also be an indicator of

insignificant cOVerage; Aecordmg ,to,my'aha‘lysrs; the'avierag gth of an article was 604, which is

not a lot in.comparison t amil protest was conducted. As

(e Tl protost i the dhoRt

well, throughout the four months of protesting, 21 articles w

sufficient because only eight

akes one question th

* made the Tamil pr”o‘test v“ﬁaluabreféﬁ@ﬁfgmo‘r grab coverage from

newsworthy enough to be reporte . rh‘é‘fme‘ssagé that is beihf" refle e,d'throﬁéﬁ{hlﬁs"lkrnd fof'selezctive g

coverage is that in order to get medla attentxon protesters must use movement tactrcs that causes pubhc o

disturbances. The taet’real shlftprotesters us‘e, in or’d'er to get some‘,pub’her '
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Tarrow; 2007); was clearly discussed in the literature review, which seems to be something that the Tamil

protesters used to attract the media. As per the literature; 1t is reasonable to assume here that the Tamil

protesters might have reacted to the lack of coverage b ,:Steppi"ng up their tactics to a new level where

they “swarmed” (A13) the Gardiner Expressway,, Caus 5 m‘a‘jgr,crisis for many hours. This implies, as
mentionedinthe literet,‘urer,eView,y that social mOVement aV o 1ved1n their technique of protesting and
aim predominently’to,ettract rnedia attention (T;ﬂly v, 2007) The coverage of media seems to
be, as 1mphed in these artlcles the new channel through hich ¢ ocral movement_s\‘areinteracting with
alhes opponents and observers in order to bring. fort tojthe: issue for which they are

advocatmg._ )

ACCOT ding to the ,NGW:SOQiaI Moveinentf'ly?]heo clueti 1980), an aspect of the Tamil protest |

that contributes to kmakingf it a New Social Movemen non-economic element of contention and the

tactical nuances that were used;{These tactical nu'a ded the “swarming” (A13) of the protestors

on the major highway in Toronto, the consistenc: r of participation in the protest, and the

~ targetsof goysernments ’across_ borders (such ri;s~¢th Sri | anka).f[These tactics can be considered
| as an unprecedented andunforgettable yaccountao "e,vp ra‘ bed alot of public :attention‘. ‘:,It,:even .
 opened a “politeal minefild in Ottaw” (A1), w o debats between Liberal pofifcians and
the Conser\,{ative ’govemrn'ent about the silenee (i ularly Prlme MﬁinisterSte"ven Hafrper) on
the conﬂict in;S‘ri‘Lanka_,‘_’ : | |

- The nuance of;the,f,taCtics leads tothequ }: lemency of the state afuthoritiesi which was

k frequenﬂy aﬁslgedcby the :‘reporters of the news,:art' ' ’rnple;,,;“,,abifkli:ty to freely expressﬁmtrations

~in front of Parhament Hxll” (A4) and “authorl‘ues "’ave been too forgiving” (A9) were some of

: ‘Uthorrties.

: the many phrases apphed by the artrcles to art' atience’ and ‘tolerance’ o_fthe; Stat :

T}he @Cﬁ?% ,U'Sied by ,the Tamll prOtestters were ntroy étsia;l, in the senseof c’re‘at' 1

| throughthepohtlcal parties,and ~po1:iticians;,‘:it" ¢ dence for other NSMS to use 31mrlar nuance

: tacticsf,asy :e,~Temil,~transnationél sﬁﬁo,ci:a:l m;:vémef f'sta;ted*byTilly ;and Tarrow~ (20;0'7)?;the‘:repert()ires‘




of protest, discussed in the literature review, of one movement become a guideline for upcoming
movements to Use or renew to niake it even better than the last movement.

The politieal"oppOftunity s&uetures,‘ such as civil liberties and the political sy}stem’ ’that‘allOVWS‘fo;r
individual right to protest (Tarrow 1998), play a major: role mn the T amtl protest. All twenty—nme amcles '
in one way or another emphas1ze and question the Canad1an state 1n maklng allowance for some of the

protest tactics that Were used by the protesters. In order to have sustamed a h'ansnauonal protest, pollt1cal i

opportunity structure called ‘pr1V1lege conferred by Canad1an cmzenshlp (A14) was deﬁmtely 'present. =

Tamil transnatlonalés;od al ovement 1ts alhes and support‘ eabl‘e"t,o make their contentious claims

without the intervention fthe state or any higher authorities (Tilly and Tarrow, 2007). In the articles,

for example, there was a lot of mention of ‘police tolerance” an political system’. This type of

text refe’renees“j*ln'sitiilsgk estion of whylt is even important estlon:'theipdlitiééﬂ OPPOrtumty il

could be that the reporters are

ability of the city’s police

asa natlonal newspaper The

pportumty and pr1v1lege of

] aracterlstle‘s.'~ It 1s;easy, 1 ,o*m‘ake' L

he Tamil protesters made use of

the oppertumty they ha, ]

The New So ; ’al?M
~ that fac1htate socml mﬁ, ©
economie 'mar"gi‘nélizetien
e‘mergence"ef aprotesttha eek
o ’wh at NSM theotiist wouldhav
otganiZatienal formThls 1s beeause NewSomal Movementsare1dent1ﬁedbythecr1ter1a that they - o St
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advocate for non-material and non-economic issues that are important to everyday living. However, the
criteria for a NSM doesn’t include the localized protest, like the Tamil movement, that advocate fora
transnational issue. The Tamil protests are defmitely;a:he’w phenomenon of NSM that needs to be of

focus in future research on NSM,Théory. The n"‘ews artlcles ‘;pginté;d‘ out that ‘tolerance’ and ‘patience’ of

the state authorities haVemgde it possible to sustam ;yy,the;Tamil pro st Hence, the articles were xynﬁ‘ak’ing it

clear to ,the,atidience‘Lthat,ayslglongas the political oppo un s for social movements, tyh,eiriprotes‘;t :

¢ff9rts,WﬂI"b,e‘,;‘fo,.s‘ome“jeixteht,f shgcgessful, Accordmg ot c (honfprotes"[er)interyvieWS,t’hat'were ;
dié’;:ylis‘sedﬁ in nearly all the @ﬁihles, many people d1d 2 dﬁ;and,‘Wéreangere’d;by the fact that the -
ﬂ pO'Iiti;faI:oi)pértunity in Canada allows for such‘:, dlstur g dpubhc chaos. It is important to note that
these selective interviews ipI'éS@I’l’te’dfiH’ the amclesc ’ not b umed ;Q,be th¢ o,kvekralkyl‘ public opinion.
In taking adyahtage pf}the:,pc)litical opportun , e, the Tamil fransnational s‘oc‘ial
movement meide ’sur‘e' to ,‘t‘arg’etk ffor protest aH,}the cou ou]dplay a yitaI role in helping :the Tamil
ciVi‘IfianS;Who'iwe;fe‘, ,gaught n the’;m_iyddl:e; of theco fli k@fé’Thﬁ targets:for proteStby’the Tamil_
' Commhnity:f\ye:xc ;,t’h‘e Unlted St?;tcé, ,’Canhda‘_afnd sThe U.S. and Canada,;,may,béi s
beéauksék ofthelr prox1m1tytoeach other or their }tekrve’ne with humanitarianaaidf wéré the
main;t‘wo targéts; “The prot‘e‘sfkefsy‘,k’; intérest in th 1th1h the Tamil rhovement was clearly
kexplicatcd,in all thé karticle"s through intef?iéw aders and pamclpants As stated by Cohen
‘ (1992) social ‘mhvemen;ts‘havebeen interpyéﬁcd' 2 Offthe i’givﬁ’ilﬁksociety, a;nd the rpplitjcal affairs of

the state have been thought to be a se;pa,rate,;ch , xactlyhow kthghews_articles reported on the

kre}ylationship between the T amil t‘ran,shatﬁ_iéhaklys ;nti;an,,djthe' Canadian state. That is, the Tamil

ma;kigng pntity whose object of claxms isthe

n 'Q;rgsiting element of the reportil s

mselves and interacted w1thth

' proteste kfbut the ruhng Conservatlve party dld 1 ederalgovernment ;,Stayed{silentw kept their -

dlstance‘,and:dld knot;addres‘s th’e;c,rgwd; ofTamLI rote canbe1nferredthatthereasonbehmd this .



interaction, though indirectly, between the Tamil movement and all‘the :p,o‘l‘iticai ‘iparties who were notin
power is because they want the votes of all the Tamil community in the‘neXt ‘federaliieleeti;onf.a‘ One of the
article stated that “there’s some politieal jockeying going on to W?iﬁ,kthe;ipblitie'al favour of Canada’s i

growing community of'ethnie Tamils” (A15). However, the 'safﬁéﬁarﬁcilé statedthat ‘.‘mahylp‘ol:iftiéiansfv bl

continue to keep their dlstance from any protest involving suggestlons of support for the Tlgers” (A15) L

s1gn1fymg unease over the mcreasmg pubhc unpopulanty of the protests

Thepohtlcsof the:federal 'ﬁ'govemment provide an mterestmg terram for analysis. According to

: Tamn prote‘Stefs were usin

legal system

relatxonshlp Itis 1mportant to note that the research on state- movement relatlonshlp only focuses on the '

54



government-movement relationship rather than the other aspect of the ‘state’, which includes the police.
The definition of a ‘state’ was discussed in detail in;thei,lii;tgrature! review under the state-movement

relationship section, which indicates that a state incl‘udes’»,the; governments, military, police force, a

 bureaucracy, courts and other institutions (Bose, 1994). It is apparent through my analysis of the news.

articles that the Tamil transnational social movement andthepohce hada ndn—opposing relationship that

ed with their tactics with little intervention

evidently;prokvided‘anadvantage to Tamﬂ protesterfs,ggi  pre

g ';'a;lyks,k;ya.' pfoblem. In the case of the Tamils,

from the kjauy‘tyhoritiés;; ‘The mere police presence, however,

the poliCe rather than the Tamil protesters colhe out ~c}0‘0k’;1 ft’he‘;;’good guys. This is a notable point

where although the Tamil protestérs were given ;s“o'\'m ch ‘titudey;‘ityhey were still condemned and

ncgaﬁvelyf viewed by the general public. ‘This 'gOé,Sfb' . oii;ittha‘t was mentioned earlier on the

ben‘e’:volent, state structure. Ihat'ypi‘éVideS the 1eeWayt0 g ’f(‘;‘if‘adVOCate with broad ‘boundari,es, ,
which ‘seiem “t‘Q be-almost mv1s1ble1n the case of " ‘However, the police officers were
congr amlated bymanyf"r the‘r patience andf’th:eiifi’ tfol the situation. It isf‘interesti;ng that the
,fkcy:onteI’,l{t:S, Ofthe Vn:ewys_articlfefs;p‘oyljt‘r‘ayed the.:pdljiige £fi roesand the Tamil protesters as ﬂ,le: r
Vio,létofsof_pea’c‘ke:,,‘k" i o ‘ ey

S An additional aspect that requires yatte:ntiori erally beyond the scOpc:Qf this study is the

“issue of racism and racialization. However, aft of the above discussed *categqriesthrough;

k The Globe and Mail news articles, it can be: sugg s.an unprono‘l;mcédzand distinetly racist
connotation exhibited through the coverage of the’ protest. It is important to understand that ‘race’

~ isnot something that is, but rather is something t cially fkcrkeated, negotiated, and reproduced (Das.

= Gupta et al.,, 2007). Thus, the c‘gncyéptualfo@ru‘skbf 1l I chlsbest rep,resented',by ;thef‘ci,onc;ﬁpt of -

 racialization, which refers to processes by which gs and social significance are attributed to -

 particular biological features of human being which individuals may be assigned toa

general category of persons which reproduce cally” (Miles, 1989,79).




-One of the artrcles portrays the very. notlon of ractsm through 1ts headhne wmch 1s Whose rights
are really bemg trampled‘7” (A14) The real answer to this questlon accordmg to the artrcle is that in

protesting the Tamrls are Vlolatmg and ‘tramplmg on the nghts of the group of ¢ many Torontomans

(Al4) for whom the author of the artlcle is rlghtfully speakmg The fact that the Tamrl protesters feel that

they have the rlght to protest on Canadlan soﬂ was somethlng that S med to recerved alot of attentron m :

the artrcles The art1cle states

| “Many Torontomans ha lon‘ghbeerr puzzled by how t}
_remember, let alone an nsensus, their city has become home'
- world who perrodtcally old‘ he rest of the place hostage hi

the very issues 0

c groups hke the Tam1ls isa threat

This quote mdlcates that the p k'v1sron of rights and freedom

ary Torontonlans” (A20 her artlcle 1t states that “the pohce

-ab:'dmg People” (9) : that;ths Tamll-Canad‘anS are not

ng those “Canadians’ who are

law—abidirig,peo'p‘l'e d‘be more concerne

It is

not cnmmals t that under the liberal' de'ﬁioéf@y,bxré oanuotohoose i

test and conduct a peaceful

- protest Wou]d not have sustamedas long as 1t drd One of the reporters om The Globe nd Mazl

exphcrtly questxoned the “leglumacy of the Tamﬂs by statmg,
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- “When, earlier this month, organizers were askrng 100 000. Tamils to-gather-on Toronto: streets to
protest, I remember a friend asking with mild bewﬂderment “Since when did we have 100, 000
Tamils?”: The truth is, no one really knows how manyr Tarml are in Toronto or Canada” (A14)

Through th1s 1t can be concluded that the reporter 1s 1mp1y1ng the Tamlls must not all be with

legal status because therr populatlon in Canada is. drfﬁcult to count hence questronlng therr entrtlement to

protest in Canada These krnds of messages accordmg to ed' m Theorrsts make an 1mpact on the ~

~social llfe and contlnurty of the socral movement and 1ts pa c1pants The llkely meanlng and 1mpress10n

that these artrcles from The Globe and Mazl mrght ha . on its at drence is clear that is, the artlcles portray

the message that ‘a the Tam1ls 1n Canada are danger us an itimate. This bnngs us to questr‘On

whose rlghts are really belng trampled (Al4)‘7 Are th _,_erngdeclawed (A2) in the reporting of
the1r transnatlonal socral rnovement efforts‘? , A kk ’k

: The ﬁndings in thl‘s Study reﬂect the exrstln re was ‘eX‘amiyned in the literature review.
That is; the state'k'gOVernrnentandsocial rnOVerne’ asundermrned in the artrcles “The
,effo‘rts of theTamrl protestwas portrayedin'- a:‘ne : ereonly the ‘extrerne and dangerous taCtics
recelved a lot of coverage m comparrson to unobt 1 es ‘ Interestingly, the opportumty 'k
structure 1n Canada the symbolrs‘n of banned LTTE dthe concentration ofthe Tamrl diaSpora :
‘ rn Toronto Were the major themes that seemeﬁ‘ ‘:,o be of erntotherepoﬁers of T he Globe and
Mail. - The overemphasisk and rerteratron of theab n bemferred to be away m Whrch the
: me‘qia"sell‘sy“itself but, atthesametrme, une’ortScro CQnSCI‘Q’:‘lts{ly)‘ grvmgthe opportunrty for the
Tamrlprotesters to make therrclarmsknownw na sartrclesThrssrgnals the‘irnportance of
| cans that the significance of the ongoing

is an important part of social movement

i portraysthe aspects of a protst hat s

ty topresent themselves throughthe medra o




Conclusions and Future Researeh ‘

- Inthis paper 1 have attempted to analyze the contents of the news artlcles from The Globe and

Mail that reported on the~2009 Tam11 protest in Toronto. This study fo ¢ ﬁ'that overall there Was a

protest, the artroles, were mostly
: opmlonated w1th 1nte :g Vlews kand negatlve 1mages of the

protest and the’pr “ p rt1ng has unphcated the

Tamﬂ tran f‘kTamﬂs" s d1V1ded on the

conﬂlct i Sr1 Lank

'k Themte grity of' '

was also undermined asa

orm the audience, in

lack of resources:

rhe sc¢pe‘o hi

: fto explore, ata fu

The Globe an‘, M /il

methodology, future research could mcorporate both a quantlta _Zve ‘and qualitative rese ;ch methods that," .

mr‘ght‘explore the dlfferences/ srmrlarﬁrt S rn the reportmg of the Ta il transnational s'ooral movement
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before and after the worldwide 'terrorist ban of the’LTTE;k A 'cemparjsen of news reporting from other
' nev&ylspapefsacross Canada’yend,around kth’e W‘oyrl(k’ik wouldmcreasethe gene’ralizability' of this study as well
as make ‘the'study'm'o‘re reliabl‘e and conclusive.::' i : ; £;' s

New research on the Tamil protest shouldconcentrate :’r_léi(‘):,rk;eenexploringy the full relationship and

communication th;it might ha\:ze“ occurred betwéeﬁ the ‘ mil pr esters and all three levels of gOVémment.

Further research should “pr;‘o,\k(id‘e an empiricalkm‘i‘cro-lk n ktkh'e Tamil protest. ‘Thiskmeans that

there needs to be a critical examination of the participant

;protestlby;uSing ihterﬂziews.‘ : As well, there needs to be

social mei(ements and how this aspect affects there \ frame construction of transnational

social movements. New kres'ea‘,reh [cQuId also e}gpl’okre;the: d facialization of news reporting in all

Canadian newspapers using both qualitative andqu

Policy Recommendations

~ In terms of policy recommendations, it is imp recognize that creating a neutral policy that

. accemmodatesthe needsofboth the medla a ements isk kverydifﬁ'c‘:‘uylt. Asa pelicy

‘ recommehda‘tyiik()nyi‘lk,thiﬁkfhéi't‘ Journahsts "éhd_e it s‘:m'ediu"m 'shyoul"d "Ieam,abo"ut embrecing

diversity threughout their school yeérs; The ‘,;edki{tyokrs should seektdifr"ame news stories

within the configuration of a diverse society, de s communities and individuals in ways that

reﬂeet 'tfhe,'kir’ p‘erspéctikves.”- All medla shmﬂd en ethnic mlnorlty j,Qiimalists,per‘tiCipete in the

mainstream mass media, giving them the opport become writers and commentators expressing

their views publicly. ;‘VV‘This would help to elim XCuses""fokr_ xenophc‘)byiedand raeist' language and
‘ portrayalsmthe press and 0nte1ev1s10n F1 ng Conservatlve party (or whlcheverpohtlcal
party 1s1npower)should appomt a commun ations alwho fepresents the ‘feder‘a’lk goVem ent and

sustains communication with social movements




" Appendix 1

Figure 1: Map of Sri Lanka

Source: Government of Sri Lanka Facts and Figures (2001) Retrleved on May 29 ’ 2009 from
http /www. peacemsrﬂanka org/peacez005/1n51depage/F actsandF 1gures/F actsandF 1gures asp




Ak endix 1 s‘Cq‘nt’d‘

Table 1: Ethnicity in Sri Lanka

~‘Sr1 Lankan Moors »
Indian Tamil

(2001 census prov1310nal data)

eved on May 29 2009 from 5
: ures/FactsandFlgures asp -

: Source Government of Sri Lanka. Facts and Flgures 20
’ h_ttp /I www. peacemsrﬂanka or%eaceZOOSfInsxdepa ,

Table 2: 7Religi0n‘s in Sri‘Lan'ka'

Religions , - Percentage %
Buddhist 76.71%
Muslim - ]849%
|Hinde  1788%
'Christian e 6.06%
Other -~ 10.86%
- (2001 census prov1510nal data) ] :

0 1) Retrleved on May. 29 2009 from, ;
ndFi ’: res/F aotsandFl}Zures asp

- htﬁj://WWW.beacéinsfilfanka.Qr,q/béaCe2005/IhSid,
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Table 1: Tone of the Articles

TONE

Positive

| ’ Neutral

Positiveand

‘ Article
Al

Ne gatixie ‘

X

 Negative

A2

X

A3

A4

A6

AT




: Findings Tables

Table 2: Recurring Themes fifo'm :Arﬁcles

Article | Banned/Terrorist Group | = Diaspora - Insignias i
Al o X e

Note: X = the articles in which the themes were explicitly mentioned.
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Appendix 3 (Cont’d): Findings Tables

‘Table 3: Tone

| Number(Total |
Category - | Number=29) |  Percentage (Approximate)
C Positive |4 L 14%
 Negative | 11 | .. 38%
_ Neural | 6 | 21%
Positive and Negative | 8 - 27%

Table 4 Theme n Artile - Sate Movement

Category | Number=29) _Percentage (Approximate)
Federal 16 e ¥ '
 Provincial/Municipal =
~ General State Authorities |
‘ ~ (Police) e :
- Please Note: Due ~t(j the overlap in articles
not add to 100%. : ;

14%

of these categories, the total percentage does :




Table 5: Recufring The

~Symbolism of LTTE
" Insignias

Please Note: Due ¢
not add to 100%.
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